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O Meeting date: January 9, 2009

ADVISORY INFORMATION

Date: January 3, 2008
Subject: The Climate (Emissions) Registry
District(s), Member(s): All
Policy/Legal Reference: Council Policy 1-2
Staff Prepared/Presented: Jason Willett (651-602-1196) and Tom Thorstenson (612-349-7689)
Division/Department: Environmental Services; Transit

Pursuant to Council members’ request at the 12/12/07 Council meeting, staff will bring additional information
on The Climate Registry for discussion at the Committee meeting. Since that December Council meeting, the
Council did submit the statement of intent to join the Registry.

The Climate Registry is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization organized by states, provinces and tribes to
encourage businesses and organizations to identify and report greenhouse gas emissions using common
protocols. Reporters to the Registry agree to calculate, certify and publicly report their greenhouse gas emissions
annually. This will require all parts of the Council to 1) identify all sources of such emissions, 2) calculate these
emissions according to the standards and protocols being developed by this Registry, 3) verify the emissions
with an approved third-party contractor, and 4) report the emissions data to the public at the Registry’s web site.

Additional information on the Registry is at: www.theclimateregistry.org.

The Midwest Governor’s Association Greenhouse Gas Reduction Accord, which includes a statement
encouraging the use of The Climate Registry is at: www.midwesterngovernors.org/resolutions/fGHGAccord.pdf

Information on Governor Pawlenty’s (with the National Governor’s Association) “Securing a Clean Energy
Future” initiative and a call to action can be found at: www.subnet.nga.org/ci/scef/ and
www.nga.org/Files/pdf/0712SCEFCALLTOACTION.PDF
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MIDWESTERN
GREENHOUSE
GAS REDUCTION

ACCORD

WHEREAS,

the effects of dimate changre present growing economic, sock] and evironmental dsks in the
Lﬁi‘lwu-tmdﬂ::wmu; ard

we know enough to 20t on climate change, and thete is sufficent scentific certainty that we must
begin to take acton now; amnd

govemment has the obligation to establish a polbicy framework for tedudng emissions of the six
tecogrtzed goee nhouse gases (GHG) while maintedndng: reliahility and enhancng the cost-

regional cooperation will help the Mid west tespond to and prosper in 2 carbonec onstrained world
and maximize the reglons comparative energy acvantegres, inchd g

1. mational leadership by incdividual Midwestermn states and provinces in the delivery of effective
enetgy efidency programs; and

2 wdd-dmtmwﬂ:]::ndﬂmﬂ:nuwmtqﬂd]y M el enetgy, oo ethanial
anud bdosdiese] industries, 25 well 23 the potential for robust cellulosc biomass and solr industoes;
amd

3. extengve and secure coal reserves, combined with extengve geologk: reservoits for storng
carbom diondde (C0y); and

4. plomes ing experience with the capiure of CO for we in enhaniced ofl and gas recovery (BEOR}
to extend production fom the regon’ o and gas fekis, including the worki’s hagest COy storage
project that presently caprures 3 million tons of COy anmually from coal in North Diakota and
transpaorts it by pipeline to Saskatchewan for EOR; and

5. mationa] leadership by the Midwesths agrticultural and forestry communities to mplement both
methane mitigation and tertestrial carbon sequestration programs and practces; and

ncl:li‘m:i:gc]:inmiz r_'hm@: walll create few economic n[:‘:urh.miﬂﬂ amd [:tuilun: 0 formic g.bnwﬂ:
oot thie Madwest's manubacturing oned service sectors to supply kew-cathon technologries and ko
bovwr v thie tegrion and the workd and



WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

mﬂnggﬂwhjnn‘b’ d:]igpﬂmn o ol mare r_]nng wrll tl:qu.lit: 2 tamige af ﬂ:hg.lﬂ, :inl:h:l:ing
inscemtives, Flexible market- bosed approschies and legral fequitements; and

a multi-urisdictonal GHG megstry {The Clmate Registry) is under development and is
expected to be operationa] i early 2008 and will be availahle for entites partkdpating in this
program; and

the Chizage Climate Fachange, mlfur dionde trading markets and other establiched marker.
hased :}stu:luin tha U.S;ﬂ::”nnﬂ:ﬂ] Provtocnl 'F-ut[:t\u'tu:ti:gﬂm O e ]::.-d; atiel the
Earopean Undon’s Emission Trading Scheme for GHG emissions allowances all provide
working examples of emissions reducton mechansms; and

the Midwest can draw on the most effective aspects of other jutsdicton s’ expetences in
crafting a coond nated, regional approach to the dimate challengre that takes sdvantage of the
My st's strengths and 35 environmentally e fecthve, fair and cost effcent; and

the U8, fedetal government has not met the challengre to date of crafting a comprehensive
natioral tzq_:umc o] d:inut:c]:m@r, whdle g:vmrq:tﬂmﬂ:g I.ES states amed natiomal
g:mnb:tnmdﬂuwdidhwmad:mmdmmtﬂhuGHﬂznﬁdm; ard

some Midwestern govemments have established simificant COky reduction targets, other by
executive onder of statwte, and formed dimate task forces to advise on policies and strategies
foor mee tingr such targets; and

w tﬂn:gniz: thee henefits of r@um] collaboration in dzvdc‘:hgc]:h:luiz d:m@: [:u]:il:i::-mtl
appioaches to GHG reducticns that provide for consstency scross uisdictons,

MR, THEREFORE, BETT:

RESOLVED, that we, the undersigned, jointly enter into this sccord to establish 2 Midwestern Greenhowse

(as Reducton Program (hereafter Progrram) to teduce GHG emibssions in our states, and we
jodathy etvcleaver tox

1. establish GHG reduction targets and tmeframes consistent with MGA member states” in
provincal targrets; and
2 dewlop 2 market-based and mmli-sector cap -and- tade mechanism to help achieve GHG
e tion targets; and

3 join The Climate Reglstry to eneble tracking, management and creditng for entites that
reduce GHG mfba:iun; amd



RESCIVED,

RESOIVED,

RESOIVED,

RESCIVED,

DONE,

4, il:w]q_: amd h't[:]mmtn‘ﬂ::tmoch'lnd mechanisms and [:u]:il:iu-::nuilﬂl tor achdeve the
GHG reduction targets, such 25 2 kv corbon fuel standard ond segonal meentives sned funding
mechanisms; anid be it

that the above described cap-and-trade system be developed to

1. enable Enkage to other jurisdictons” systems to creste economies of scale, ncrease market
effcendes, diversity and Bguidity, while redudng costs; and

2 maximize economic end employment benefits, while minimizng sy tansitons] job losses; and
3 reduce the shifing of generston and emdss ons o mon-pa o dpa tng states; aoxd

4 credit pest and presenst actions to feduce GHG emissions; snd

5 seidress potential interaction of integration with o future federa] progran and beit

MGA member and other states, Canadian provinces, tibal govemments and First Nations, and
other jurisdictions may participate @n the program, or they may choose to ohserve; and be it

that we agres to establish 2 Work Group structure snd process, thiough the Midwestem Governors
Assochtion, mvohing fepresentatives of public, private and songrovernmenta] insttutions to make
e comumendetions. o governors and other perticipeting urisdictonal leaders tegording
that we shalk

1 direct our staff and appropriste state agency tepresentatives to develop 2 work plan and establish
awork group to move forwerd with the Program, within two months of the effective date of this
@00 td; atd

2 establish targets for GHG emission reductons amd tmeframes consstent with states’ targets,

and axdopt polkdes, implementaton mechanisms and any work products deemed necessary, within
wight months of the effective date of this scoond; and

3 complete development of proposed cap-and-trade sgreement and 2 mode rule, within 12
mnﬁuuf'ﬂu&'&cﬂw:ﬁznfﬁbmh’;mﬂ

4. complete the undertakdngs set forth hetein, within 30 months of the effectve date of this

oo i,

this 15th day of Nevember, 3407, in Mikwaukee, Wissonsi,



