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SW Business Item  

E Environment Committee AMENDED 

Meeting date:  April 12, 2011 

Item: 2011-103 

For the Metropolitan Council Meeting of April 13, 2011 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: April 7, 2011 

Subject: Ratification of Declaration of Emergency for Repair of 
Interceptor 1-MN-342 

District(s), Member(s):  District 6, James Brimeyer 
Policy/Legal Reference: Council Policy 3-3 Expenditures 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Bill Moeller 651-602-4504 
Division/Department: MCES c/o William G. Moore 651-602-1162 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council ratify the attached Justification for and Declaration of 
Emergency for Repairs to Interceptor 1-MN-342. 

Background 
Interceptor 1-MN-342 in Minneapolis was determined to be failing and a sink hole 
developed in the intersection of 39th Street West and Drew Avenue South. The damage 
was observed by MCES crews responding to a request from City of Minneapolis staff 
reporting a potential blockage in the interceptor. The pipe is 9-inch vitrified clay pipe 
constructed in 1928. A temporary pumping system was established and the damaged 
pipe inspected. The clay pipe must be replaced. Lametti & Sons was mobilized to 
excavate down to the failed pipe and replace it. The remainder of this interceptor is in 
poor condition and will be replaced in a future Capital Improvements project. 

Rationale 
Metropolitan Council has delegated authority to the Regional Administrator to declare 
emergencies on behalf of the Council when the health, safety or welfare of the public is 
compromised or potentially compromised, and immediate action is required to address 
the emergency. The emergency declaration is then presented to the appropriate 
implementation committee for approval, and placed on a following Council consent list 
for formal ratification. 

Funding 
The cost of the immediate repairs is estimated at up to $250,000, to come from the 
Reserve Contingency Fund. These funds may be able to be funded within interceptor 
repair costs built into the regular wastewater operating budget; however, some or all of 
this cost may need to be funded from the wastewater Reserve Contingency Fund. Once 
the final repair cost is known and the availability of operating funds (and other needed 
repair work in 2011 is assessed), a budget amendment to take the funds from the 
reserve may be initiated. This reserve has adequate funds to cover the full cost, if 
needed, and still remain over the Council’s reserve target. 

Known Support / Opposition 
No known opposition. 
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