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Business Item  

Environment Committee Item: 2009 – 199  

E Meeting date:  June 9, 2009 
For the Metropolitan Council Meeting of June 24, 2009 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: May 26, 2009 

Subject: Ratification of Declaration of Emergency for Smithtown 
Road Odor Control 

District(s), Member(s):  4-Peterson 
Policy/Legal Reference: Council Policy 3-3 - Expenditures  

Staff Prepared/Presented: Bill Cook 651-602-1811 
Division/Department: MCES c/o William G. Moore 651-602-1162 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council ratify the attached Justification for and Declaration of 
Emergency for Smithtown Road Odor Control. 

Background 
On May 21, 2009 a number of odor complaints were received in the vicinity of the 
Council’s Smithtown Road culvert crossing project. Odor control is provided through a 
bio-filter located downstream of the culvert crossing and the injection of bioxide into the 
upstream lift stations. Bioxide levels were increased after complaints were received. 

Elevated levels of Hydrogen Sulfide were measured near the bio-filter vault and inside 
the vault.  

Air pressure levels were measured in the sewer system and in the vault. Negative 
pressures are required for effective odor control. Positive pressures were observed within 
the vault. Negative pressures were observed in most of the sewer system outside of the 
vault. Continuous pressure monitors have been installed in the sewer system upstream 
of the bio-filter. 

Council staff investigated the condition of the bio-filter air distribution system and the 
bio-filter media. The air distribution piping was severely damaged and is in the process 
of being replaced. 

Rationale 
The Metropolitan Council has delegated authority to the Regional Administrator to 
declare emergencies on behalf of the Council when the health, safety or welfare of the 
public is compromised or potentially compromised, and immediate action is required to 
address the emergency. The emergency declaration is then presented to the appropriate 
implementation committee for approval, and placed on a following Council consent list 
for formal ratification. 

Funding 
Estimated cost for the investigations and repairs is $100,000.  

Known Support / Opposition 
None. 
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