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Executive Summary

Environment Committee Item: 2007 – 28E Meeting date:  January 9, 2007 
For the Metropolitan Council Meeting of January 24, 2007 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: January 2, 2007 

Subject: Ratification of Declaration of Emergency to Remove and Dispose of 
Contaminated Soils for the Riverview Siphon Improvements 

District(s), Member(s): District 13 Rick Aguilar 
Policy/Legal Reference: Council Policy 3-3 Expenditures 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Richard Halsted, 651-602-1038 
Division/Department: MCES c/o William G. Moore, 651-602-1162 

Proposed Action/Motion 
That the Metropolitan Council ratify the attached Justification for and Declaration of Emergency for removal 
and disposal of contaminated soils for the Riverview Siphon Improvements. 

Issue(s) 
• During the excavation for installing a casing pipe for the Riverview Siphon, contaminated soils were 

encountered. The MPCA has determined that the soils must be removed and disposed of at a special landfill. 
The trench must be backfilled with clean material. 

• The contaminated soils are stockpiled on site and the area is needed by the West Sides Flats Development 
contractor. Delays in disposal of the soil may jeapordize funding of this development project. 

• The contaminated soil, although covered, could be a health risk to the public in the area. 

Overview and Funding 
The Metropolitan Council has delegated authority to the Regional Administrator to declare emergencies on 
behalf of the Council when the health, safety, or welfare of the public is compromised or potentially 
compromised, and immediate action is required to address the emergency. The emergency declaration is then 
presented to the appropriate implementation committee for approval, and placed on a following Council consent 
list for formal ratification. 
 
The cost for removal and proper disposal is estimated at $120,000. Funding will be from the Riverview 
Improvements Project 8025 Capital Budget. 
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