
 

 

Committee Report

T Transportation Committee 
For the Metropolitan Council meeting of May 11 

Item: 2011-121 
SW 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date 

Prepared: 
May 10, 2011 

Subject: 2011-2014 TIP Amendment: Metro Transit TIGGER II funded pilot project 
for two hybrid-drive buses (TAB Action 2011-39) 

Proposed Action:  
That the Metropolitan Council concur with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) action to 
amend the 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to include a Metro Transit 
pilot project that will use TIGGER II Section 5309 funds to purchase two hybrid-drive buses. 

Summary of Committee Discussion / Questions:  
Chair Elkins explained this item was going “same week” t the Council to meet federal 
deadlines associated with this competitive federal program.  Carl Ohrn, MTS Planning 
Analyst, presented this item.  Duininck had questions whether natural gas buses had been 
studied and Brian Lamb answered that staff has studied and performed a cost-benefit 
analysis of natural gas buses.  The study determined that at this time the buses would not be 
in the best interest for Metro Transit. 

Motion by Munt, seconded by Duininck and passed. 

  



 

 

Business Item  

T Transportation Committee Item: 2011-121 SW 

Meeting date:  May 9, 2011 

Council meeting: May 11, 2011 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: April 21, 2011 

Subject: 2011-2014 TIP Amendment: Metro Transit TIGGER II 
funded pilot project for two hybrid-drive buses (TAB Action 
2011-39) 

District(s), Member(s):  All 
Policy/Legal Reference: TAB Action 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Arlene McCarthy, Director MTS (651-602-1754) 
Amy Vennewitz, Dep. Dir. Finance & Planning (651-602-
1058) 
Carl Ohrn, Planning Analyst (651-602-1719) 

Division/Department: Metropolitan Transportation Services 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council concur with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) action to 
amend the 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to include a Metro Transit 
pilot project that will use TIGGER II Section 5309 funds to purchase two hybrid-drive buses. 

Background 
Metro Transit was awarded a discretionary FTA TIGGER II grant (Transit Investments for 
Greenhouse Gas and Energy Reduction) based on a national competitive program solicitation.  
This project, for a total of $1.44M, will allow Metro Transit to purchase two hybrid-drive 
vehicles and test the feasibility of operating vehicles exclusively using electric power for short 
time periods, particularly during layover and maintenance periods. 

Rationale 
The project must be in the current TIP in order to spend Federal Transportation Funds. 

Funding 
The federal grant is $1,200,000 which will be matched with $240,000 in Regional Transit 
Capital (RTC) bonds, for a total of $1,440,000. 

Known Support / Opposition 
No opposition was presented at either the TAC or TAB meetings. 
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