
 

 

Committee Report

T Transportation Committee 
For the Metropolitan Council meeting of April 13, 2011 

Item: 2011-85 
Consent 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date 

Prepared: 
March 29, 2011 

Subject: 2011-2014 TIP Amendment: FTA Section 5310 Projects for 
Transportation for Elderly and Persons with Disabilities (TAB Action 
2011-32) 

Proposed Action:  
That the Metropolitan Council concurs with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) action to 
adopt an amendment to the 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) that 
adds projects selected by MnDOT to receive FTA Section 5310, Elderly and Persons with 
Disabilities Program funds. 

Summary of Committee Discussion / Questions:  
Carl Ohrn, MTS Planning Analyst, presented this item.  There were no questions from 
committee members. 

Motion by Reynoso, seconded by Ðoàn and passed unanimously. 

Hearing no objection, Chair Elkins stated that this item could proceed to the full Council as a 
consent item. 

  



 

 

Business Item  

T Transportation Committee Item: 2011-85 

Meeting date:  March 28, 2011 

Metropolitan Council meeting: April 13, 2011 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: March 17, 2011 

Subject: 2011-2014 TIP Amendment: FTA Section 5310 Projects 
for Transportation for Elderly and Persons with Disabilities 
(TAB Action 2011-32) 

District(s), Member(s):  All 
Policy/Legal Reference: TAB Action 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Arlene McCarthy, Director (651-602-1754) 
Amy Vennewitz, Dep. Dir. Finance & Planning 651-602-
1058) 
Carl Ohrn, Planning Analyst (651-602-1719) 

Division/Department: Metropolitan Transportation Services TAB Action 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council concur with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) 
action to adopt an amendment to the 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP) that adds the following small bus purchases selected by the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation (MnDOT) to receive funding from Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) Section 5310, Elderly and Persons with Disabilities Program. 
 
Agency    # Buses FTA $  Local $ Total $ 
Achieve Community Services    1   52,800 13,200   66,000 
East Suburban Resources    1   52,800 13,200   66,000 
DARTS       1   52,800 13,200   66,000 
Human Services, Inc     1   52,800 13,200   66,000 
Lifeworks Services, Inc.     2  105,600 26,400 132,000 
Merrick       2  105,600 26,400 132,000 
Midwest Special Services     2   94,400 23,600 118,000 
Phoenix       2  105,600 26,400 132,000 
PRISM Express      2   96,000 24,000 120,000 
Proact       3  200,000 50,000` 250,000 
RISE        1   52,800 13,200   66,000 
 

Background 
Section 5310 is an FTA capital assistance grant program providing 80 percent funding for the 
purchase of wheelchair-accessible vans and buses by private non-profit organizations that 
serve elderly and/or disabled people, public bodies that coordinate services for the elderly 
and disabled, or any public body that certifies to the State that non-profits in the area are 
not readily available to carry out the services.  The FTA annually awards Section 5310 Funds 
to each state, and MnDOT then conducts a competitive solicitation for projects to use these 
funds.  The projects selected in the Metro Area will receive a total of $1,173,000 of federal 
funds to support the purchase of 18 small buses. 



 

 

Rationale 
In order to use these federal transportation funds in 2011, the project must be in the current 
TIP. 

Funding 
The new federal funds and the required local match are equal to project costs so the fiscal 
balance of the TIP is maintained.  Each agency is responsible for the minimum 20% local 
match. 

Known Support / Opposition 
No opposition was presented at the TAC or the TAB. 
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