
 

 

Committee Report

T Transportation Committee 
For the Metropolitan Council meeting of March 30, 
2011 

Item: 2011-58 
Consent 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date 

Prepared: 
March 15, 2011 

Subject: 2011-2014 TIP Amendment Metro Transit: TIGGER II Section 5309 Funds to 
Install Geothermal Heating/Cooling System in O&M and Support Facility 

Proposed Action:  
That the Metropolitan Council concur with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) action to 
amend the 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program to include Metro Transit: 
TIGGER II Section 5309 funds to install geothermal heating/cooling system in O&M and 
support facility. 

Summary of Committee Discussion / Questions:  
Carl Ohrn, MTS Planning Analyst, presented this item to the committee.  This project was 
awarded as part of a national competition involving new funds. 

Motion by Schrieber, seconded by Smith, motion passed unanimously. 

Motion by Brimeyer, seconded by Duininck and passed, that this item can proceed to the full 
Council as a Consent Item. 

  



 

 

Business Item  

T Transportation Committee Item: 2011-58 

Meeting date:  March 14, 2011 

Metropolitan Council meeting March 23, 2011 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: February 18, 2011 

Subject: 2011-2014 TIP Amendment Metro Transit: TIGGER II 
Section 5309 Funds to Install Geothermal Heating/Cooling 
System in O&M Support Facility 

District(s), Member(s):  District 8 - Duininck 
Policy/Legal Reference: TAB Action 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Arlene McCarthy, Director (651-602-1754) 
Amy Vennewitz, Dep. Dir. Finance & Planning 651-602-
1058) 
Carl Ohrn, Planning Analyst (651-602-1719) 

Division/Department: Metropolitan Transportation Services 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council concur with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) action to 
amend the 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to include a  Metro Transit  
project that will use federal TIGGER II Section 5309 funds to install a geothermal 
heating/cooling system in the Hiawatha LRT operations and maintenance support facility. 

Background 
Metro Transit was awarded a TIGGER II grant (Transit Investments for Greenhouse Gas and 
Energy Reduction) based on a national competitive program solicitation.  This project for a 
total of $1,500,000 ($1,200,000 federal, $300,000 local) will allow Metro Transit to install a 
geothermal heating system for the expanded Hiawatha LRT Operations and Maintenance 
Support Facility.  The expansion is needed to accommodate the addition of the three–car 
train LRT service. 

Rationale 
The project must be in the current TIP in order to use federal transportation funds.  The TAC 
and TAB have reviewed the project and recommend it to the Council for approval. 

Funding 
This project will utilize new Federal Section 5309 TIGGER II funds and local match using 
Regional Transit Capital (RTC) funds. 

Known Support / Opposition 
No opposition was presented at the TAC or TAB meetings. 
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