
 

 

Committee Report

T Transportation Committee 
For the Metropolitan Council meeting of November 10, 
2010 

Item: 2010-363 
Consent 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date 

Prepared: 
 

October 26, 2010 

Subject: 2011-2014 TIP Amendment: Include MnDOT SP#0280-66: I-35W North 
Mitigation and Design Feasibility/Study from Downtown Minneapolis to I-35E 
Intersection (TAB Action 2010-60) 

Proposed Action:  
That the Metropolitan Council concur with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) action to 
amend the 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to include MnDOT 
SP#0280-66: I-35W North Mitigation and Design Feasibility Study from downtown 
Minneapolis to I-35E intersection. 

Summary of Committee Discussion / Questions:  
Carl Ohrn, MTS Planning Analyst, presented this item to the committee. 

Steffen questioned how long the study would be valid, and clarification that this study is 
another opportunity to identify projects that are needed but not in the fiscally constrained 
planed.  Ohrn answered that Environmental Studies sunset, but that this study would not, 
and that the Managed Lane Vision in the Plan allows for some planning and analysis on future 
projects. 

Arlene McCarthy added that the plan includes a list of projects to study in case new funding 
becomes available, and that past UPA money for projects may not have been realized if 
those projects had not been planned and ready. 

Steffen reminded the committee that there are MOUs with Mn,DOT, Counties and cities now 
with studies, and the Metro Council keeps adding more studies.  A new administration may 
direct staff to go in a different direction and build general purpose lanes.  She stated that 
$15 M has been spend in Anoka County to buy right-of-way for general purpose lanes as 
instructed in the past. 

Motion by Hilker, seconded by Leppik and passed unanimously. 

Hearing no objection, Chair McFarlin stated that this item could proceed to the full Council as 
a Consent Item. 

 



 

 

 

Business Item  

T Transportation Committee Item: 2010-363 

Meeting date:  October 25, 2010 

Council Meeting:  November 10, 2010 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: October 21, 2010 

Subject: 2011-2014 TIP Amendment: Include MnDOT SP#0280-66: 
I-35W North Mitigation and Design Feasibility/Study from 
Downtown Minneapolis to I-35E Intersection (TAB Action 
2010-60) 

District(s), Member(s):  Districts 7–Meeks; 8-Wittsack; 10-Sanda; 11-Hilker 
Policy/Legal Reference: TAB Action 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Arlene McCarthy, Director (651-602-1754) 
Amy Vennewitz, Dep. Dir. Planning & Finance (651-602-
1058) 
Carl Ohrn, Planning Analyst (651-602-1719) 

Division/Department: MTS 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council concur with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) action to 
amend the 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to include MnDOT 
SP#0280-66: I-35W North Mitigation and Design Feasibility Study from downtown 
Minneapolis to I-35E intersection. 

Background 
MnDOT received $950,000 federal funds to do a congestion mitigation construction project 
on I-35W.  Due to time restriction, the funds will instead be used for a MnPASS feasibility 
study.  These funds needed to be authorized by Sept 30; however, FHWA allowed 
authorization prior to completing the TAB/Council process in this case. 

Rationale 
In order to use Federal Transportation funds, they must be accurately described in a current 
TIP. 

Funding 
These funds were previously included in the TIP, but the purpose needs to be changed. 

Known Support / Opposition 
No opposition was presented at the TAC or TAB. 
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