
 

 

Committee Report 

E Environment Committee 
For the Metropolitan Council meeting of October 27, 2010 

Item: 2010-353 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date Prepared: October 13, 2010 

Subject: Ratification of Declaration of Emergency for Flood Preparation and 
Protection 

Proposed Action:  
That the Metropolitan Council ratify the attached Justification for and Declaration of 
Emergency for flood preparation and protection. 
 

Summary of Committee Discussion / Questions:  
Council Member Scherer asked about raising Childs Road permanently, as this would avoid 
the need to construct temporary roads when flooding occurs. Staff responded that the City of 
Saint Paul owns the road and would have to make that decision. In addition, there have been 
times that the flood water has been three to four feet above the level of the road, so it would 
have to be raised significantly to avoid flooding. 
 
Motion to approve the proposed action was made, seconded, and passed unanimously.   
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Business Item  

E Environment Committee Item: 2010-353 

Meeting date:  October 12, 2010 
For the Metropolitan Council meeting of October 27, 2010 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: October 7, 2010 

Subject: Ratification of Declaration of Emergency for Flood 
Preparation and Protection 

District(s), Member(s):  All 
Policy/Legal Reference: Council Policy 3-3, Expenditures 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Mike Mereness 651-602-8296 
Division/Department: MCES c/o William G. Moore 651-602-1162 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council ratify the attached Justification for and Declaration of 
Emergency for flood preparation and protection. 

Background 
Due to heavy rains in southern Minnesota flood conditions are projected for the Mississippi 
River, affecting the Metropolitan Plant. The river levels will reach elevations that require the 
plant to operate several large pumps to remove the treated flow from the plant and 
discharge to the raised river. Continuous operation of these pumps is critical to ensure the 
plant doesn’t flood. To ensure the pumps continue to operate in the event of a power failure 
portable generators need to be rented. 
 
Because river levels were originally expected to cover Childs Road, construction of a 
temporary access road between Warner Road and the top of the influent double barrel 
interceptor was included in the emergency declaration. Construction of the temporary road 
was cancelled when it became clear the river levels would not exceed the elevation of the 
road.   

Rationale 
Metropolitan Council has delegated authority to the Regional Administrator to declare 
emergencies on behalf of the Council when the health, safety or welfare of the public is 
compromised or potentially compromised, and immediate action is required to address the 
emergency. The emergency declaration is then presented to the appropriate implementation 
committee for approval, and placed on a following Council consent list for formal ratification. 

Funding 
Estimated cost for the flood preparation and protection measures is $130,000. 

Known Support / Opposition 
None 
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