
Business Item 

 Management Committee Item: 2010-238 SW 

Meeting date:  June 23, 2010  
ADVISORY INFORMATION 

Date: June 4, 2010 
Subject: Request for Waiver of Conflict – Dorsey Whitney 

District(s), Member(s):   
Policy/Legal Reference: Minnesota Statute § 473.129, subd. 3 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Donald Mueting, General Counsel 
651.602.1463 

Division/Department: Office of General Counsel 
 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

waive any conflict of interest and consent to Dorsey & Whitney LLP representing and advising Seagate 
Technology LLC in responding to the Metropolitan Council Environmental Services’ Petrofluorochemical (PFC) 
and Fluorotelomer Inventory Form that was sent on April 30, 2010 to MCES permit holders including Seagate; 
and, 
 
authorize the General Council to execute any documents necessary to effectuate such waiver. 

 

Background 
The law firm, Dorsey & Whitney LLP represents the Metropolitan Council and provides legal services pertaining to 
public finance, public law, construction and engineering, contracts, and other general legal matters.  Dorsey is currently 
providing legal services to the Council on issues involving public finance and in litigation involving a construction 
contractor’s claim for additional compensation.  Dorsey is not representing or advising the Council with regard to any 
matter related to the MCES inventory form. 
 
Dorsey has requested a waiver that will permit it to advise Seagate in completing and submitting the MCES inventory 
form but the Council does not waive the conflict with respect to any litigation or other adversary proceeding in which 
Dorsey would be representing or advising Seagate in opposition to the Council.  Attached are copies of the conflict waiver 
letter from Dorsey & Whitney and the MCES inventory form and cover memo. 
 

Issues 
Whether to consent to the waiver of a conflict of interest in connection with Dorsey & Whitney’s representation of 
Seagate Technology LLC in responding to the MCES inventory. 
 

Recommendation 
The Office of General Counsel has no objection to Dorsey & Whitney’s request and recommends that the Council give its 
consent. 
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