
 

 

Committee Report

E Environment Committee 
For the Metropolitan Council meeting of March 24, 2010 

Item: 2010-97 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date Prepared: March 9, 2010 

Subject: Ratification of Declaration of Emergency for Flood Preparation and 
Protection 

Proposed Action:  
That the Metropolitan Council ratify the attached Justification for and Declaration of 
Emergency for flood preparation and protection. 

Summary of Committee Discussion / Questions:  
There was discussion about making a permanent connection to the Metro Plant interceptor, 
rather than constructing temporary access during flood conditions.  
 
Staff explained that it has been considered, and determined that a permanent connection is 
more costly than temporary, emergency measures. There have been four flood events since 
1970.  
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Business Item  

Environment Committee Item: 2010-97 

E Meeting date:  March 9, 2010 

For the Metropolitan Council Meeting of March 24, 2010 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: March 4, 2010 

Subject: Ratification of Declaration of Emergency for Flood 
Preparation and Protection 

District(s), Member(s):  All 
Policy/Legal Reference: Council Policy 3-3, Expenditures 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Bryce Pickart 651-602-1091 
Division/Department: MCES c/o William G. Moore 651-602-1162 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council ratify the attached Justification for and Declaration of 
Emergency for flood preparation and protection. 

Background 
Flood conditions are projected for the Minnesota River, affecting the Blue Lake Plant during 
March-April, 2010. Due to the status of construction projects at the Blue Lake Plant, the 
plant’s flood protection system is not fully functional: (1) a portion of the flood levee is under 
reconstruction; (2) only two of three effluent pumps are available for service; and (3) 
permanent pumps have not yet been installed in the recently deepened groundwater 
dewatering wells. 
 
Flood levels are projected to reach the Blue Lake plant by mid-March, with a projected flood 
crest in early April. The construction work cannot be completed that soon. Consequently, 
pumps need to be rented to provide backup effluent pumping and to supplement the 
groundwater dewatering system. Levee reconstruction is being expedited, but temporary 
emergency measures to ensure plant protection are likely to be needed. 
 
Flood conditions are also projected for the Mississippi River, affecting the Metropolitan Plant. 
Because river levels may reach the elevation of Childs Road, construction of a temporary 
access road between Warner Road and the top of the influent double barrel interceptor will 
be required to provide plant access. Access road preparations must be undertaken in March 
to ensure Metropolitan Plant access. 

Rationale 
Metropolitan Council has delegated authority to the Regional Administrator to declare 
emergencies on behalf of the Council when the health, safety or welfare of the public is 
compromised or potentially compromised, and immediate action is required to address the 
emergency. The emergency declaration is then presented to the appropriate implementation 
committee for approval, and placed on a following Council consent list for formal ratification. 

Funding 
Estimated cost for the flood preparation and protection measures is $400,000. 

Known Support / Opposition 
None.
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