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ADVISORY INFORMATION 
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Subject: 2009-2012 TIP Amendment to Allocate American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) Funds, TAB Action 2009-19 

 
 
 
Proposed Action:  
That the Metropolitan Council concur with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) action to amend the 2009-
2012 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to include 22 MnDOT projects on metro area trunk highways 
that may be funded using American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds. 
 
 
 
Summary of Committee Discussion / Questions:  
Carl Ohrn, MTS Planning Analyst, presented this item; Kevin Roggenbuck, TAB Liaison, and John Chiglo, 
MnDOT, were also present to answer questions from committee members. 
Committee discussed the motion and McFarlin requested information about the Greater Minnesota project 
schedules (letting dates) and why the rush for this TIP amendment to include smaller projects.  Staff clarified 
that it is MnDOT’s opinion that this is the prudent and proactive thing to do to in order to ensure that people are 
put to work as soon as possible in case the TH169/I-494 project is not a possible option.  McFarlin has a concern 
that by approving this motion, a signal would be sent to the FHWA that we are willing to accept something 
other than the two big projects.  Legal Counsel has stated that the motion cannot be divided.  He, therefore, 
moved the motion below. 
Leppik requested that the Council be provided with information on the TAB’s approach to local match for 
projects. 
 
Motion by McFarlin, seconded by Leppik to move the action forward to the full Council for action at the 
4/08/09 Council meeting with no recommendation from the Transportation Committee, at which time 
representatives from MnDOT and FHWA give an update on the discussions and negotiations around the 
TH169/I-494 project. 
 



 

 

 
Business Item 

Transportation Committee Item:  2009-107T Meeting date:  March 23, 2009 
Council Meeting April 8, 2009 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: March 19, 2009 

Subject: 2009-2012 TIP Amendment to Allocate American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Funds, TAB Action 2009-19 

District(s), Member(s):  All 
Policy/Legal Reference: TAB Action 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Arlene McCarthy, Director MTS (651-602-1754) 
Amy Vennewitz, Dep. Dir, Finance & Planning MTS (651-602-1058) 
Carl Ohrn, Planning Analyst MTS (651-602-1719) 

Division/Department: Metropolitan Transportation Services 

 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council concur with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) action to amend the 2009-
2012 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to include 22 MnDOT projects on metro area trunk highways 
that may be funded using American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds. 

Background 
These projects totaling $125.6 million, are the second set of projects in the Metro District that may be funded 
using ARRA funds.  Most of these projects will be funded 100% with federal ARRA funds from the state’s 
(MnDOT) allocation.  The one exception is the TH 610 project which will use $84 million from the MnDOT 
share of ARRA funds and $2 million from the metro area local share of the ARRA funds. 
 
One provision of the ARRA requires 50% of state funds to be obligated within 120 days.  These projects will 
allow MnDOT to meet this requirement.  This amendment will allow MnDOT to keep these projects moving 
toward potential April and May letting dates.  However, MnDOT will not move forward with these projects 
(with the exception of the TH 610 project) if there is a decision made at the April 15, 2009 TAB meeting to fund 
the 169/I494 interchange rather than the smaller projects in this TIP amendment.  This action also positions 
Minnesota well to compete for funds redistributed from other states’ ARRA funds, should they become 
available.  The projects are consistent with the guiding principles developed by both MnDOT and the 
Transportation Advisory Board and are consistent with the Metropolitan Council 2030 Transportation Policy 
Plan. 

Rationale 
These projects can be ready to have contracts let quickly to meet the 120-day obligation deadline for 50% of 
state ARRA funds. 

Funding 
The $125.6 million of ARRA funds includes $123.8 M of MnDOT ARRA funds and $2.0 million of 
TAB/Council regional ARRA funds for TH 610. 
 

Known Support / Opposition 
The TAB passed the amendment unanimously even though there was significant discussion. 
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