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Affordable 
Housing 
Production
From M.S. 473.254:

“… a comprehensive 
report card on affordable 
and life-cycle housing in 
each municipality in the 
metropolitan area. The 
report card must include 
information on government, 
nonprofit, and marketplace 
efforts.”



Annual Affordability Limits
• Owner-occupied housing that is affordable to 

households at 80 percent of area median family 
income ($64,400 in 2010):
▫ Sales price less than $233,100

• Rental housing affordable to households at 50 
percent of AMI:
▫ $735/month for an efficiency or SRO unit
▫ $787/month for a one-bedroom unit
▫ $945/month for a two-bedroom unit
▫ $1,092/month for a three-bedroom unit
▫ $1,218/month for a four-bedroom or larger unit



Affordable Homes Added, 2010
• 1,541 new affordable 

homes added, up from 
1,527 in 2009

• 25 percent housing 
built was affordable, 
down from 33 percent 
in 2009 

• Three cities added 
more than 100 homes 

• 27 added 10 to 99 
homes 

• 40 added 1 to 9 homes 
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Affordable Owner-Occupied Homes 
Added, 2010
• 758 affordable owner-

occupied units added:
• the lowest in the time-

series
• 16 percent of peak year 

(2001)

• 22 percent housing built 
was affordable, down from 
25 percent in 2009 

• 68 cities added affordable 
units 

• 10 cities added more than 
25 units



Affordable Rental Homes Added, 2010

• 783 affordable rental 
homes added:

• Highest since 2004 
• Up from 358 units in 

2009
• 27 percent housing built 

was affordable, down 
from 28 percent in 2009 

• 10 cities added 
affordable rental (20 
added any rental)

• Over half in Minneapolis 
and Saint Paul



Trends in housing production
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Affordable Homes Added, 1996-2010
• 52,041 affordable 

homes added:
▫ 11,873 new affordable 

rental units 
▫ 40,168 new affordable 

owner-occupied units

• 55 percent in the 
developing suburbs

• 25 percent in the 
developed suburbs

• 15 percent  in the 
central cities
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Affordable Units Added, 1996-2010
• 26 percent of the 

new housing units 

affordable: 

▫ 24 percent of 

owner-occupied 

housing

▫ 31 percent of 

rental housing
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Housing cost burden
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Source:  American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau, 2010

80 percent of AMI:  $64,400
Households earning less than 

$50,000 paying 30 percent or more 
of household income on housing:  

125,000

50 percent of AMI:  $42,000
Households earning less than 

$35,000 paying 30 percent or more 
of household income on housing:  

140,000
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For more information:
Libby Starling, Research Manager
libby.starling@metc.state.mn.us

651-602-1135
www.metrocouncil.org/data
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