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Business Item 

Community Development Committee Item: 2009-72C 
Meeting date:  February 17, 2008  

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: February 12, 2009 

Subject: City of Columbia Heights Request to Amend Grand Central Lofts 
LCDA Project Grant SG006-166 

District(s), Member(s):  District 2, Columbia Heights, Tony Pistilli 
Policy/Legal Reference: 473.253 Livable Communities Demonstration Account 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Guy Peterson, Director, Community Development Division 651-602-
1418 
Beth Reetz, Housing and Livable Communities Director 651-602-
1060 
Paul Burns, Manager, Livable Communities Program 651-602-1106 

Division/Department: Housing and Livable Communities/Community Development 

Proposed Action 
That the Community Development Committee respond to the request from the City of Columbia Heights to 
amend the project description shown as Attachment A of Livable Communities Demonstration Account 
(LCDA) Grant #SG006-166. 

Background 
The Council received a communication from the City of Columbia Heights on January 30, 2009, requesting a 
change to the end use to the Grand Central Lofts LCDA development project which was awarded $974,369 in 
2006 to fund one third of the cost of a two-story, 230-space publicly-owned parking ramp to support 47,698 
square feet of retail, office and restaurant space in two buildings.  An administrative amendment to extend the 
grant for one year, to 12/31/09 was executed on 12/5/08.  In October 2008, staff also approved the conversion of 
ownership of the ramp from public to private, with an executed easement agreement guaranteeing public use of 
the ramp.   
 
Due to the economic downturn, the developer and the City have now proposed down sizing the development to 
35,000 square feet of retail/commercial/office with a 180 stall-parking ramp.  All the elements of the original 
proposal would still be included, but at a smaller scale.  The original recommendation from the Livable 
Communities Advisory Committee (LCAC) indicated that the project: 
• “Demonstrates redeveloping an aging corridor to maximize commercial development and connect to housing 
• Public parking structure is the catalyst to move the project forward” 
The proposed reduction in scale of the project would still include those elements. 
A copy of the original project description (Attachment A) is attached 

Rationale 
The City has indicated that in order for this project to remain economically feasible, the original grant amount is 
still needed.. 
 
A Review Panel has been scheduled for 2:30 P.M.on February 17, 2009 prior to the Community Development 
Committee meeting.  The Review Panel is comprised of Council Members Steffen, Bowles and Pistilli.  The 
recommendation of the Review Panel will be presented at the Community Development Committee meeting. 

Funding 
The grant amount, as awarded, is $974,369.   

Known Support / Opposition 
As indicated, the City is supporting their proposal.  No known opposition. 
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