
Business 

Community Development Committee Item: 2008-334 C 
Meeting date:  November 17, 2008  

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Subject: City of Vadnais Heights Comprehensive Plan Update Extension 

Request 
District(s), Member(s):  District 11, Georgeanne Hilker 

Policy/Legal Reference: Metropolitan Land Planning Act (Minn. Stat. § 473.175) 
Staff Prepared/Presented: Lisa Barajas, Principal Reviewer (651-60-1895) 

Phyllis Hanson, Manager, Local Planning Assistance (651-602-1566)
Division/Department: Community Development / Planning & Growth Management 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council extend the comprehensive plan update submission deadline from for the City of 
Vadnais Heights from December 31, 2008, to October 13, 2009. 
 

Background 
Minnesota Statutes section 473.864 requires all local governments in the seven-county metropolitan area to 
review and update their local comprehensive plans submit those updates to the Metropolitan Council for review 
and comment by December 31, 2008. Section 473.864 authorizes the Council to grant extensions to local 
government units if they need additional time to complete their comprehensive plan review and revisions. 
According to statute, any extensions granted by the Council “must include a timetable for completion of the 
review.” The Metropolitan Land Planning Act requires the Council to establish guidelines and procedures to 
which local government units must conform when preparing, adopting, and submitting their plans. In June, the 
Council adopted guidelines and procedures for communities to follow when requesting extensions to the 
comprehensive plan update submission deadline. 
 
Pursuant to the guidelines adopted by the Metropolitan Council on June 25, 2008, the City of Vadnais Heights 
has submitted the required materials to request an extension to the statutory submission date for the 
comprehensive plan update. The City has requested that their submission date be extended from December 31, 
2008, to October 13, 2009.  
 
In the request materials, the City explains that in-house staff workload, budget limitations, additional natural 
resource and sustainability components, and recent large redevelopment projects in the City have delayed the 
planning progress. The City indicates that the draft of the comprehensive plan will be complete by April 1, 
2009, with the adjacent community and affected jurisdiction review being initiated on April 1, 2009. The 6-
month review period would then be complete in the beginning in October 2009, with the public hearing and City 
Council action scheduled for October 6, 2009. The City then intends to submit their Update to Metropolitan 
Council by October 13, 2009.  
 

Rationale 
Anticipating that some communities may encounter issues in completing and submitting their plans by the 
statutory December 31, 2008 submission date, the Council adopted a process and guidelines that allow for the 
extension of the submission date. Requests for extensions up to May 29, 2009 may be administratively reviewed 
and granted, while requests for extensions to a date beyond May 29, 2009 require Council action. 
 
The City’s request for an extension to October 13, 2009 is more than four months beyond the administrative 
review deadline. The City is nearing completion on the text of the plan, having incorporated additional elements 
addressing economic development and natural resources planning. The City plans to hold additional workshops 
for these remaining elements of the plan and then initiate the 6-month adjacent review period at the beginning of 
April 2009. Allowing for the full six months, the adjacent review period would end in October 2009.  
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The City has indicated that the proposed timeline presented in the submitted application form is a “worst case 
scenario” and that they intend to work with their neighboring and affected jurisdictions to expedite the review 
period as the City has reviewed the plans of neighboring jurisdictions in a shortened timeframe. It has been 
Council staff’s experience that many communities have been able to obtain comments from the affected 
jurisdictions prior to the termination of the full six months.  
 

Funding 
No Metropolitan Council funding involved. The City did not receive a comprehensive planning grant or loan. 
 

Known Support / Opposition 
No known support or opposition.
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