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ISSUE

Some communities within the rural and developing planning areas have requested clarification of the
preferred process for changing their planning area designation. The 2030 Development
Framework(DF) anticipated this potential and spoke to the issue in Chapter 3 Strategies for
Geographic Planning Areas. Specifically page 21 of the DF states "The Regional Growth Strategy
Map-together with the overall strategies in Table 1 and the Geographic Planning Area Table specific
to each planning area shown on the map-outlines the roles in individual communities and strategies
for accommodating expected growth. At times, planning area designations may change. The
Council will work with communities through the comprehensive planning process and within
the parameters of the Framework to implement such changes.”

The Council also included language in the System Statements of communities where the planning
area may be more appropriately changed through the planning process. In these cases, the
language within the System Statement spoke to the process for handling this request.

Recently, the city of Oak Grove submitted a letter indicating the desire to change portions of their
community from Diversified Rural to Rural Residential. (See attachment) This request was part of
the public hearing record for the amendment to the Water Resources Policy Plan to designate a long
term service area within Oak Grove that could be served via the future East Bethel Treatment Plant.
The Environment Committee referred the planning area change request to the Community
Development Committee. The Council acted on the Amendment to the Water Resources Policy
Plan. Council staff recommends that the planning area change for Oak Grove and for any other
jurisdiction be accomplished through the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update. This change would be
reviewed in the context of all the comprehensive plan elements that would support the hew planning
area designation and is consistent with the language set forth within the DF regarding such changes.

PROPOSED ACTION

Staff recommends that the Metropolitan Council adopt the following recommendation.

1. That a change to a community’s planning area designation be administered through the 2008
Comprehensive Plan Update review process.

2. That to consider a planning area change, the 2008 Comprehensive Plan Update needs to
include background documentation and be consistent with 2030 Development Framework
policies and Systems Plans to support the change in planning area.
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City Hall
19900 Ni Street NW
July 30, 2007 ar, 55011
Telephone (763) 753-1920
Faxgﬁag?ﬂ-ﬁm
Mr. Patrick Boylan
Metropolitan Council Data Center
390 Morth Robert Street
St. Paul, MN 55101
RE: Oak Grove Comprehensive Plan — Regional Geographic Planning Areas

Dear Mr. Boylan:

On May 18, 2007, Qak Grove City staff met with Metropolitan Council staff and
Metropolitan Council Member Natalie Steffan to discuss the appropriate regional
planning classification for the City of Oak Grove. Currently, the 2030 Regional
Development Framework designates Oak Grove as a Diversified Rural Designation.

At our meeting, Metropolitan Council staff presented the City with a proposal to bring
MUSA into southeastern Oak Grove. This area of Oak Grove would have the potential
for sanitary sewer service from the East Bethel Wastewater Treatment Plant.

At this meeting, and at a previous City Council/Planning Commission workshop
attended by Metropolitan Council staff, the City expressed the desire to have the
regional planning designation for Oak Grove changed from “Diversified Rural” to “Rural
Residential.” The Rural Residential description more closely describes Oak Grove's
development patterns over the majority of the City. Metropolitan Council staff stated
that there is potfential for compromise if the City would accept some area for urban
services and urban densities. :

Upon evaluating the existing physical conditions of Oak Grove against general criteria
used by the Metropolitan Council for introducing sanitary sewer to a community, the City
has identified a future MUSA area that is generally consistent with Metropolitan Council
staff recommendations. The only difference is that the City of Oak Grove would limit the
MUSA to areas south and east of Cedar Creek to avoid disruption of the exiremely
sensitive environmental corridor. The City's evaluation of the MUSA is presented to the
Metropolitan Council as Attachment A of this letter.
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- Mr. .Pa.trick Boylan
.7 July 30, 2007
- .Page Two -:

~The" L‘rry's evaluatren of petentual MUSA in- Dak vae ‘was mnducteﬁ wﬂh the S
understandlng that there is; eppertumty to em‘npromlse on the. regu;anal plarinmg area
" designation. | antaclpate that the City of Oak Grove can be supportwe of bringing MUSA EERSE
“ within its boundaries, but only if-the Metropolitan. Council wilt- simultaneously. designate .,
.- the balance of the community &s: Rural’ Resadent:al This em]premlse will further the' TRUAT
_regn:nnal goals of accommodatmg futuré urban growth, ‘as well as: Oak Grove's goal. of
preserving its rural identity over the ‘balance of the’ community.~ We believe that the. .
" compromise - reflécted in‘Attachment A will be' consistent. wifh Ozk Grove’s land’ use . . -
. pattems, natural reeourees and avou:l finanmally lmpraet:cal extenemnofutlhtles D
- Wthout mutual agreement o both reglonal p[annmg demgnatmn& heweuer [ aﬁtielpate_'--
that Oak Grove will not. suppoﬂ ‘the intreductmn of. MIJSA mte the Onty Please gwe A
'eonsnder&tlon to both d'ianges snmulianeeusty _ P e et

BT Smcerely, :

< CITYOF Oﬁl’( GRDV.-

 Mike Wy, G ﬁhdilmérﬁﬁér. T :
S _._.Guy Petereen o '_j SR ET I L e R

W:Illam Moore
‘Bryce Pickart_
Alan’ Br_ixlus__
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