
Transportation Committee

Southwest Transitway

Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)

October 22, 2012



2

Environmental Process – Federal and State Requirements

• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 

Minnesota Environmental Policy Act (MEPA)

– Scoping

– Draft EIS (DEIS)

– Public review and comment

– Final EIS (FEIS) including responses to public comments

– Record of Decision (ROD) by FTA

• Environmental review is a component of the federal 

grant application process

• 50% matching funds for LRT under the FTA’s New Starts 

program
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Agency responsibility

• Federal Transit Administration (FTA)

– Federal lead agency under NEPA

• Hennepin County Regional Railroad Authority

– Responsible for preparing Draft EIS (DEIS)

– State lead agency under MEPA

[= Responsible Governmental Unit (RGU)] 

• Metropolitan Council

– Project sponsor & federal grantee

– Responsible for preparing Final EIS (FEIS)

– Southwest LRT Project Office is working with Hennepin 

County on DEIS
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Primary Purposes of the DEIS

• Describe project alternatives and potential impacts 

in the context of existing and foreseeable future 

conditions

• Identify potential mitigation measures

• Assess project costs and institutional issues

• Provide information on transportation, community and 

environmental impacts to assist public and decision-

makers

• Encourage comments by agencies and the general 

public during the review period
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DEIS contents

Executive Summary

1. Purpose and Need for the 

Project 

2. Alternatives Considered

3. Social Effects

4. Environmental Effects

5. Economic Effects

6. Transportation Effects

7. Public Parks and Recreation 

Lands

8. Financial Analysis

9. Indirect Effects and 

Cumulative Impacts

10. Environmental Justice

11. Evaluation of Alternatives

12. Public Agency Coordination 

and Comments

Appendices: Supplemental & 

Technical Materials
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Alternatives considered

• No-build alternative 

(required)

• Enhanced bus service

• 5 LRT alternatives:

– 1A

– 3A (LPA)

– 3A-1 (Co-location)

– 3C-1

– 3C-2 

• 9/25/2012: HCRRA amended Scoping Report to include 

impacts of relocating freight rail to the build alternatives 

and include a co-location alternative. 
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Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA)

• Light Rail Transit 

• Constructed primarily 

at grade

• 17 new stations

• 15 miles of track
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Agencies and persons consulted

• Public involvement

– Outreach program to community members and interested parties

– Advisory Committees: Community, Business, Technical

– Public meetings

– Print and web materials

– Media outreach

• 41 agencies invited to participate by HCRRA

– Early agency coordination and scoping

– City and county governments

– State and federal agencies

– Tribal communities
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Public Review and Comment

• Comment period required by 

NEPA/MEPA

• Minimum 45-day comment period, 

extended to 60 days, ending Dec. 11, 

2012.

• Printed copies available in libraries, 

city halls & project offices

• Electronic copies available on 

Hennepin Co. website

• Public hearings & open houses

• Intended for public and public agencies
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DEIS Public Hearing

• Dates and locations:

– 11/13/12, Hennepin County Government Center, A-2400

4:00 to 5:00 PM, public open house (Public Service Level)

4:30 PM, Formal Public Hearing

‒ 11/14/12, St. Louis Park City Hall, 5005 Minnetonka Blvd

5:00 to 6:00 PM, public open house

6:00 PM, Formal Public Hearing

‒ 11/29/12, Eden Prairie City Hall, 8080 Mitchell Road

5:00 to 6:00 PM, public open house

6:00 PM, Formal Public Hearing
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Next steps

• Hennepin County is lead agency through DEIS public 

comment period; collects comments for transmittal to 

Met Council

• Transfer RGU status (MEPA) from Hennepin County to 

the Metropolitan Council at end of DEIS comment period

• Met Council develops FEIS

– Include responses to substantive comments received on DEIS

• Prepare Record of Decision (ROD)
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More information

• DEIS download

• Executive Summary

• Commenting guide

• Comment form

www.southwesttransitway.org
(Hennepin County Housing, Community Works & Transit)
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New Starts Project Development Process

Alternatives

Analysis

Preliminary

Engineering

Final

Design

Full Funding

Grant Agreement

Under SAFETEA-LU

• Develop and review 

alternatives

• Select Locally Preferred 

Alternative (LPA)

• Adopt LPA into fiscally 

constrained long range 

transportation plan

• Complete environmental 

review process

• Gain commitments of at 

least 50% of non-New 

Starts funding

• Gain commitments of all 

non-New Starts funding 

• Complete sufficient 

engineering and design

• Construction

Complete environmental review 

process, including developing and 

reviewing alternatives, selecting 

Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) 

and adopting it into the fiscally 

constrained long-range transportation 

plan

Project 

Development 
Engineering

Under MAP-21

Full Funding

Grant Agreement

• Gain commitments of all 

non-New Starts funding 

• Complete sufficient 

engineering and design

• Construction

= FTA approval = FTA evaluation, rating & approval
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White House “We Can’t Wait” Initiative 

• Executive Order 13604: Improving Performance of 

Federal Permitting & Review of Infrastructure Projects

• SWLRT selected as a nationally and regionally 

significant transit project

• Streamline schedule and implement best practices for 

permitting and other review processes
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SWLRT Project Schedule


