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Business Item  

T Transportation Committee Item: 2011-319 
Consent 

 

Meeting date:  November 14, 2011 

Council meeting date: December 14, 2011 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: October 19, 2011 

Subject: 2012-2015 TIP Amendment Request from MnDOT for 
Rail Crossing Safety Projects (TAB Action 2011-62) 

District(s), Member(s):  12 – Melander, 16 – Wulff 
Policy/Legal Reference: TAB  Action 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Arlene McCarthy, Director (651-602-1754) 
Amy Vennewitz, Dep. Dir. Finance & Planning ((651-
602-1058) 
Kevin Roggenbuck, TAB Coordinator (651-602-1728) 
James Andrew, Senior Planner (651-602-1721) 

Division/Department: Metropolitan Transportation Services 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council concur with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) action 
to amend the 2012-2015 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to include three rail 
safety projects selected by MnDOT to receive SAFETEA-LU Section 1103(f)(2)(E) High 
Speed Rail(HSR) funds in Cottage Grove and near Hastings. 

Background 
Federal Fiscal Year appropriations for 2009 & 2010 from SAFETEA-LU Section 1103(f)(2)(E) 
High Speed Rail(HSR) provide dedicated funds to Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Illinois for 
grade crossing safety improvements on the Midwest High Speed Rail Corridor between 
Chicago and the Twin Cities.  The FFY 2009 appropriation agreement makes $ 384,908 
available and the FFY2010 agreement makes an additional $1,000,000 available to use in 
Minnesota along the corridor which traverses the Metro District and ATP 6. 

The Federal Fiscal Year 2009 & 2010 funding arrived for Minnesota on September 1, 2011 
so these projects are not identified in the 2012-2015 TIP.  Minnesota has received federal 
approval to use these funds for use in the Metro District and two projects in District 6 
(Rochester).  These are dedicated High Speed Rail funds and can only be used for these 
types of projects. The projects included in this TIP Amendment are: 

Project Description HPP Funds 

1. Install flashing light signals with gates at railroad 
crossing at TWN 18, near Hastings, Dakota County 

$331,970 

2. Install medians, Belden Blvd, Cottage Grove, 
Washington County 

$60,000 

3. Install a four-quadrant flashing light signal 
system with gates and roadwork at railroad crossing
on Innovation Rd, Cottage Grove, Washington 
County 

$309,331 
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Rationale 
These projects must be identified in the current Transportation Improvement Program in 
order for them to be authorized to receive federal funding.  The appropriation of funds for 
these projects was made after the 2012-2015 TIP was prepared for adoption so a TIP 
amendment is necessary.  The projects do not impact air quality, are consistent with the 
Transportation Policy Plan and do not affect fiscal constraint as they will use new funding. 

Funding 
These projects are 100% funded with High Priority Project (HPP) earmark funds. 

Known Support / Opposition 
No opposition was noted at either the TAC or the TAB meetings. 
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