Business Item

Transportation Committee Item: 2011-59
Meeting date: March 14, 2011
Metropolitan Council meeting March 23, 2011

ADVISORY INFORMATION

Date: February 18, 2011
Subject: 2011-2014 TIP Amendment City of Saint Paul
SP#164-030-009: Planning for Saint Paul Complete
Streets Policy
District(s), Member(s): District 13 — Kramer; District 14-Commers
Policy/Legal Reference: TAB Action
Staff Prepared/Presented: Arlene McCarthy, Director (651-602-1754)
Amy Vennewitz, Dep. Dir. Finance & Planning 651-
602-1058)
Carl Ohrn, Planning Analyst (651-602-1719)
Division/Department: Metropolitan Transportation Services

Proposed Action

That the Metropolitan Council concur with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB)
action to amend the 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to include
City of Saint Paul State Project #164-030-009: Planning for Saint Paul Complete Streets
Policy.

Background

The City of St. Paul was awarded a TIGER Il grant (Transportation Investments
Generating Economic Recovery) based on a national competitive program solicitation.
This planning grant for a total of $312,500 ($250,000 federal, $62,500 local), will allow
the City of St. Paul to prepare an action plan for complete streets implementation
including conducting a city-wide assessment to determine where gaps or problems might
exist and developing a complete streets design manual.

Rationale

The project must be in the current TIP in order to use federal transportation funds. The
TAC and TAB have reviewed the project and recommend it to the Council for approval.

Funding

This project will utilize new Federal Section 5309 TIGER Il funds and local match
provided by the City of St. Paul.

Known Support / Opposition
No opposition was presented at the TAC or TAB meetings.
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March 8, 2011

Susan Haigh, Chair
Metropolitan Council
390 Robert Street No.
St. Paul, MN 55101

Ms. Haigh,

On February 16, 2011, the Transportation Advisory Board voted to amend the 2011-
2014 Transportation Improvement Program to include SP#164-030-009: Planning for
Saint Paul Complete Streets Policy.

This appropriation is similar, but not identical to the appropriation for the
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery, or “TIGER Discretionary
Grant”, program authorized and implemented pursuant to the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (the “Recovery Act”). In addition to many kinds of
capital improvements, The FY 2010 Appropriations Act permits DOT to use up to
$35 million of the amount available for TIGER 1l Discretionary Grants for TIGER Il
Planning Grants. As with the TIGER program, funds for the TIGER |l program are to
be awarded on a competitive basis for projects that will have a significant impact on
the Nation, a metropolitan area or a region.

The TAB forwards the TIP amendment action to the Metropolitan Council along with
additional information described in TAB action transmittal 2011-19.

Sincerely,

(o Kegpedied

Bill Hargis,
Chair

390 No. Robert Street  St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 (651) 602-1728 Fax (651) 602-1739



Transportation Advisory Board
of the Metropolitan Council of the Twin Cities

ACTION TRANSMITTAL
No. 2011-19
DATE: March 8, 2011
TO: Metropolitan Council
FROM: Transportation Advisory Board

SUBJECT: TIP Amendment Request for City of Saint Paul SP#164-030-009:
Planning for Saint Paul Complete Streets Policy.

MOTION: The TAB adopted an amendment to the 2011-2014 TIP to include City of
Saint Paul SP#164-030-009: Planning for Saint Paul Complete Streets
Policy.

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF ACTION: The City of Saint Paul was awarded a
TIGER |l Planning grant in the amount of $250,000 to conduct planning activities
supporting a citywide complete streets policy, including design guidelines, needs
assessment, project prioritization, and implementation action plan. This project is for
planning so is exempt from conformity analysis, is consistent with the TPP, and does not
affect fiscal constraint because it is new federal money.

This appropriation is similar, but not identical to the appropriation for the Transportation
Investment Generating Economic Recovery, or “TIGER Discretionary Grant”, program
authorized and implemented pursuant to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009 (the “Recovery Act”). Up to $35 million of the amount available for TIGER Il
Discretionary Grants was made available for planning grants.

Additional background material is attached.

ROUTING
TO ACTION REQUESTED DATE COMPLETED
TAC Funding & Programming Review & Recommend January 20, 2011
Committee :
Technical Advisory Committee Review & Recommend February 2, 2011
TAB Programming Committee Review & Recommend February 16, 2011
Transportation Advisory Board Review & Adopt February 16, 2011
Metropolitan Council Concurrence

390 Robert Street North  St. Paul, Minnesota (651) 602-1728 Fax (651) 602-1739



DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING &
" ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Cecile Bedor, Direcior

Telephone: 651-266-6712
Facsimile: 651-228-3341

25 West Fourth Street
Saint Paul, MN 55102

CITY OF SAINT PAUL

Christopher B. Coleman, Mayor

Date January 20, 201 l'

Karl Keel, Chair :
TAC Funding and Programming Committee
Metropolitan Council

390 Robert Street No.

St. Paul, Minnesota 55101

Re: Amendment to the 2011-2014 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)' for the Twin Cities

Metropolitan Area
State Project Number: 164-030-009

Dear Mr. Keel:

Please amend the 2011 — 2014 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to include the above
referenced project in Program Years 2011. The project is being submitted with the following

information:

PROJECT IDENTIFICATION:
- STATE | ATP | DIST ROUTE PROJECT | AGENCY DESCRIPTION MILES
FISCAL SYSTEM NUMBER include location, description of
YEAR (S.P. #) all work, & city (if applicable)
(Fed # if
available)
2011 M M City 164-030- City of | Planning Grant for Saint Paul 0.0
009 Saint Paul | Complete Streets — (TIGER II
Funds)
PROG TYPE PROP TOTAL FHWA HPP/EAR FTA TH OTHER
OF FUNDS $ TARGET MARK § $ $ $
WORK 8 (City of
Saint
Paul)
PL Planning | ARRA 312,500 250,000 0 62,500




page 2
1/20/2011
PROJECT BACKGROUND:

1. Briefly describe why amendment is needed (e.g., project in previous TIP but not completed;
illustrative project and funds now available; discretionary funds received; inadvertently not

included in STIP).

The amendment is needed to identify project 164-030-009 in SFY 2011 of the 2011-2014 TIP
that was awarded $250,000 federal funds through the U.S. Department of Transportation TIGER
11 Discretionary Grant Program. The TIGER I Discretionary Grants Program was created for
national infrastructure investments under the FY 2010 Appropriations Act. The City of Saint
Paul applied for a TIGER II Planning Grant which was awarded on a competitive basis. Saint
Paul was awarded its grant October 21, 2010. ‘

The TIGER I Planning Grant will fund planning activities supporting a citywide complete
streets policy, including design guidelines, needs assessment, project prioritization, and
implementation action plan. This will provide clear guidelines for street designs that balance the
needs of pedestrians, cyclists, transit, automobiles, and freight, and prioritized projects for
implementation. One of the goals of the process is to create a complete streets model that can be
replicated elsewhere in the metro area and Minnesota.

The complete streets planning process will have three major initiatives:
o A citywide streets assessment,
o Street design manual, and
o A complete streets action plan.

Citywide Streets Assessment Report

The citywide streets assessment will include an analysis of transportation network and a review
of street design processes. The transportation network analysis will identify service gaps, pinch
points, where many transportation types are vying for limited space, and safety hotspots, and
specific locations where there is an identified safety problem. The goal of the analysis is to
provide criteria for necessary and vital improvements to transportation mode networks. This will
be used to illustrate how future projects fit into the overall transportation needs of the City.

Street Design Manual

The street design manual will build on the citywide assessment to establish citywide street
typology design standards. The guidebook will illustrate approved street design possibilities,
explain positive and negative impacts of the design on all potential modes of transportation, and
show how street design elements can be used together to create a complete streets design.

Complete Streets Action Plan

The focus of the complete streets action plan will be a prioritized list of projects based on need.
Projects will be identified through the citywide assessment, community workshops, and staff
interviews. The list will define criteria used to rank the projects, a rating in terms of the scale of
the project, and a map identifying the location of the projects. The action plan will identify
between one and ten pilot projects as a first phase to implement the complete streets plan.
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How is Fiscal Constraint Maintained as required by 23 CFR 450.216 (check all that apply)?

e New Money *(FHWA TIGER II Planning Grant) X
e  Anticipated Advance Construction _
e ATP or MPO or Mn/DOT Adjustment by deferral of

other projects
e  Earmark or HPP federal funds outside the ATP target

e  Other

l

* This project received funds from the TIGER II Discretionary Grant Program under the federal FY
2010 Appropriations Act and will also be using local funds provided by the City of St. Paul. These
funds are in addition to regular federal formula funds. Therefore, fiscal constraint is maintained.

CONSISTENCY WITH MPO LONG RANGE PLAN: :
This amendment is consistent with the Metropolitan Council’s Transportation Policy Plan, adopted on

January 14, 2009, with FHWA/FTA conformity determination established on September 16, 2009.

The amendment is also consistent with the 2030 Policy Plan update adopted by the Metropolitan
Council on November 10, 2010 and transmitted to MN/DOT on November 22, 2010 for transmittal to

the US Department of Transportation for a conformity determination.

AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY:

L4
.
[ ]
L4

Subject to conformity determination ..............ooeeieerie
Exempt from regional level analysis®.................cocoovnnn _ X
Exempt from project level analysis™*............coooooein _ X
Exempt by virtue of interagency consultation™............ccocceene.
N/A (not in a nonattainment or maintenance area).....................

*Exempt Project Category # O-1 Specific activities which do not involve or lead directly to

conﬁruction, such as: Planning and technical studies, Grants for training and research programs,
Planning activities conducted pursuant to titles 23 and 49U.S.C. Federal-aid systems revisions.
Per Section 93.126 of the Conformity Rules

We are requesting approval of this TIP amendment at this time. If you have any questions, please
contact me at (651) 266-6567.

Sincerely,

C
Anton Jerv

City Planner
City of Saint Paul,
Department of Planning and Economic Development

CC:

Cindy Krumsieg, MN/DOT Metro Program Management

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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