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Business Item  

T Transportation Committee Item: 2010-270 

Meeting date:  August 9, 2010 

Council meeting: August 25, 2010 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: July 26, 2010 

Subject: 2010-2013 Transportation Improvement Program 
(TIP) Revision: Vehicle Mode Reassignment Request 
for Metropolitan Council CMAQ Award SP#TRS-TCMT-
10C  and SouthWest Transit CMAQ Award SP#TRS-
SMTC-10A, Bus Purchases, to provide four LRT 
vehicles (TAB Action 2010-44)  

District(s), Member(s):  All 
Policy/Legal Reference: TAB Action 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Arlene McCarthy, Director (651-602-1754) 
Amy Vennewitz, Dep. Dir. Finance & Planning (651-
602-1058) 
Carl Ohrn, Planning Analyst (651-602-1719) 

Division/Department: Metropolitan Transportation Services 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council concur with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) 
action to revise the 2010-2013 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to reflect the 
vehicle mode reassignment request from the Metropolitan Council that MTS CMAQ award 
SP#TRS-TCMT-10C: Purchase 15 buses for fleet expansion and SouthWest Transit CMAQ 
award SP#TRS-SMTC-10A: Purchase 10 buses for fleet expansion both be used to 
purchase four LRT vehicles, with the stipulation that the TAB develop new regional policy 
on the reallocation of federal funds from local projects that are dropped from the TIP, by 
October 2010. 

Background 
Metro Council and Southwest Transit were awarded CMAQ funds for bus purchases for 
fleet expansion as part of the 2005 regional solicitation.  The Metro Council, with 
SouthWest Transit support, requested TAB to reassign these federal funds to purchase 
four LRT vehicles to support the Hiawatha 3-car train project.  These grants are no 
longer needed due to other grants which were utilized for bus purchases and also due to 
the lack of operating funds for bus service expansion. 

Rationale 
In order to spend Federal Transportation Funds, the project must be accurately reflected 
in the TIP. 

Funding 
The federal funds will be matched with regional transit capital (RTC) bond funds. 

Known Support / Opposition 
There was lengthy discussion at TAC and TAB about the reassignment.  The TAB will 
consider new policies to address similar issues in the future. 
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