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Business Item  

Transportation Committee Item: SW 2010-78 

T Meeting date:  February 22, 2010 

Council Meeting: February 24, 2010 

 

 ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: February 16, 2010 

Subject: Authorization to set public hearing date for 2030 TPP 
Amendment for Southwest Transitway LPA 

District(s), Member(s):  All 
Policy/Legal Reference: FTA New Starts Process 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Arlene McCarthy, Director 651-602-1754 
Amy Vennewitz, Deputy Director 651-602-1058 
Mary Karlsson, Senior Planner 651-602-1819 

Division/Department: Metropolitan Transportation Services 

Proposed Action 
That the Metropolitan Council: 

• Select light rail transit (LRT) on the Kenilworth-Opus-Golden Triangle alignment 
(Alternative 3A) as the locally preferred alternative (LPA) for the Southwest 
Transitway and adopt the proposed amendments to the 2030 Transportation Policy 
Plan (TPP) for the purposes of holding a public hearing and receiving public comment; 
and  

 
• Authorize a public hearing on the proposed amendments to the 2030 Transportation 

Policy Plan to be held on April 12, 2010 at 5 pm. 

Background 
The Metropolitan Council is required, under both state and federal law, to develop a 
multi-modal regional transportation plan that identifies transportation system goals, 
needs, and priorities over a 20-year period. The current Transportation Policy Plan was 
adopted in 2009, before a locally preferred alternative (LPA) was recommended for the 
Southwest Transitway. The adopted Plan currently does not specify mode or alignment 
for the Southwest Transitway. 

The Hennepin County Regional Railroad Authority has been the lead agency for the 
Southwest Alternatives Analysis and recommended light rail transit on the Kenilworth-
Opus Golden Triangle alignment (LRT Alternative 3A) as the LPA on November 3, 2009. 
This action will amend the 2030 Transportation Policy Plan to include the recommended 
LPA for the Southwest Transitway for the purposes of receiving public comment and 
holding a public hearing on the proposed amendments.   

The proposed amendments to the TPP reflect the decision to proceed with LRT on the 
Kenilworth-Opus-Golden Triangle alignment for Southwest Transitway. The Metropolitan 
Council submitted the Air Quality Conformity Analysis and Documentation to the 
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency on December 15, 2009. The MPCA response and 
concurrence to the proposed conformity determination is attached and will be made 
available to the public as part of the public comment process. 
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During the Council Committee of the Whole information session held on January 22, 
Council members requested revisions to the AA and LPA Recommendation Summary 
Report to more clearly describe why the BRT alternatives were eliminated from 
consideration.  Hennepin County has issued a revised AA and LPA Recommendation 
Summary report reflecting this revision which will be mailed separately.  In addition, 
questions arose concerning the relocation of freight rail from the Kenilworth corridor and 
the ability of the existing and planned wastewater system to accommodate increased 
development.  Documents addressing these two issues will also be transmitted under 
separate cover. 

Rationale 
Under federal law prior to a New Starts project entering into Preliminary Engineering, the 
LPA must be selected and amended into the TPP. The LPA selection and incorporation 
into the 2030 TPP will allow the Metropolitan Council to submit the Southwest LRT New 
Starts application and proceed into PE during 2010. 

Funding 

This action does not require funding.  If selected to enter PE, project costs will be 
shared as follows: 50% federal, 30% CTIB, 10% state and 10% regional rail 
authorities. 

Known Support / Opposition 
The following support is known: 

• Metropolitan Council’s Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) and Technical Advisory 
Committee (TAC); 

• Southwest Transitway Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

• The Southwest Transitway Policy Advisory Committee (PAC) 

• Hennepin County Regional Railroad Authority (HCRRA) 

• The cities of Minneapolis, St. Louis Park, Hopkins, Minnetonka, Eden Prairie, and 
Edina have all passed resolutions supporting the LPA recommendation.  

Opposition to the recommended LPA selection was voiced through the public hearings 
conducted by the PAC and HCRRA including: 

• Cedar-Isles-Dean Neighborhood Association 

• Calhoun Isles Condominium Association 

• Testimony provided by the volunteers who organized a petition supporting 
LRT3C-2 (11th/12th) that included 3,800 signatures from Minneapolis and suburban 
residents 
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