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Business Item  

Transportation Committee Item: SW 2010-74 

T Meeting date:  February 22, 2010 

Council Meeting: February 24, 2010 

 

ADVISORY INFORMATION 
Date: February 18, 2010 

Subject: 2010-2013 TIP Amendment to include potential 
stimulus funds for local projects 

District(s), Member(s):  All 
Policy/Legal Reference: TAB Action 

Staff Prepared/Presented: Arlene McCarthy, Director MTS (651-602-1754) 
Amy Vennewitz, Dep. Dir. Finance & Planning MTS 
(651-602-1508) 
Carl Ohrn, Planning Analyst (651-602-1719) 

Division/Department: Metropolitan Transportation Services 

Proposed Action 
That the Council concur with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) action to amend 
the 2010-2013 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) to include a set-aside of one-
half of the Metro share of the estimated $35 million in new Federal Economic Stimulus 
STP funds, to be distributed equally among each of the seven counties for STP eligible 
projects that do not require environmental review, right-of-way or temporary 
easements, acquisition, or have trunk highway impacts. 

Background 
This amendment is needed to add a set aside to the current TIP in FY 2010.  The 
legislation, passed by the House of Representatives, identifies approximately the same 
amount of funding for Minnesota as was available in the American Reinvestment and 
Recovery Act (ARRA).  If this funding level is realized, approximately $70 million will be 
available to the region  The main difference between this legislation and the ARRA is that 
50% of the funds must be awarded for contract within 90 days of passage of the 
legislation.  Because of this tight timeline, the USDOT has requested states and MPOs to 
prepare for meeting this requirement before passage of the bill.  The motion that was 
made by the TAC voted to allocate these estimated funds to the seven counties for 
projects that could be under contract award within the 90-day timeline.  The remainder 
of funds could be opened up to cities for similar types of work but would not be subject 
to the 90-day contract award requirement. 

Rationale 
In order to spend federal transportation funds, the project(s) must be in a current TIP.  
This TIP amendment is being pursued now to ensure these funds can meet the stringent 
deadlines being imposed. 

Funding 
The TIP amendment is being advanced assuming a second stimulus bill will be passed 
with funding levels similar to ARRA.  Should the bill not pass or be significantly different 
than anticipated, this action will have to be modified or nullified. 
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Known Support / Opposition 
No opposition was expressed at the TAC or TAB meetings. 
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