Transportation Advisory Board
of the Metropolitan Council of the Twin Cities

ACTION TRANSMITTAL

No. 2011-23
DATE: February 9, 2011
TO: Transportation Advisory Board
FROM: Technical Advisory Committee

SUBJECT:  Adoption of the Draft 2011 Solicitation Package for the Purpose of
Holding a Public Meeting

MOTION: That the TAB adopt the attached Draft 2011 Solicitation for STP, CMAQ,
TE and BIR funds for the purpose of holding a public meeting on the
solicitation package at the March TAC meeting.

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF ACTION The TAC recommends putting forward
the Draft 2011 Regional Solicitation package for review and comment a public meeting
to be conducted following adjournment of the March TAC meeting. This package
includes the Bridge Improvement and Replacement Program, the Surface Transportation
Program — Urban Guarantee, the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program, and
the Transportation Enhancements Program. All should be considered a work-in-
progress and edits can be made up through the public meeting on the draft solicitation
package to be held on March 2. After the public meeting, a revised draft solicitation
package will be prepared for the TAC Funding & Programming Committee at its March
meeting where it will recommend adoption of the 2011 Solicitation Package by the TAB
at its April meeting. Attached is a staff memo with a short explanation of the changes
made to the applications as well as a description of proposed changes to the point
distribution.

ROUTING
TO ACTION REQUESTED DATE COMPLETED
TAC Funding & Programming Review & Recommend January 20, 2011
Committee
Technical Advisory Committee Review & Recommend February 2, 2011
TAB Programming Committee Review & Recommend
Transportation Advisory Board Review & Adopt

390 Robert Street North ~ St. Paul, Minnesota (651) 602-1728 Fax (651) 602-1739



Draft 2011 Regional Solicitation Schedule

DATE

PROCESS

May 2010 through
January, 2011

TAC Funding & Programming Committee (F&PC) develops solicitation criteria and process for
projects funded through the Surface Transportation Program — Urban Guarantee (STP-UG) the
Congestion Mitigation Air Quality Program (CMAQ), the Transportation Enhancements Program
(TE) and the Bridge Improvement and Replacement Program (BIR) based on direction from the
TAB, discussion at the TAB'’s technical committees and from issues raised during the previous
regional solicitation.

January 20, 2011

TAC F&PC recommends adoption of the draft 2011 regional solicitation package for the purpose of
holding a public meeting. The draft is forwarded to the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC).

February 2, 2011

TAC reviews the draft 2011 regional solicitation package. The TAC may modify the solicitation
package and recommends approval of the draft 2011 solicitation package to the TAB Programming
Committee.

February 16, 2011

TAB Programming Committee and the full TAB review the draft 2011 solicitation package. The
TAB Programming Committee and full TAB may modify the solicitation package before approving it
for the purpose of holding a public meeting. The approved draft 2011 solicitation package is made
available to the public on the Metropolitan Council’'s website and through the Council’'s Data
Center, and the public meeting is announced on the Met Council’'s website. Staff sends
announcements to all known prospective applicants.

March 2, 2011

A public meeting is held to discuss the solicitation criteria and process and to explain the federal
programs following adjournment of the TAC meeting. Written or emailed comments are accepted
until March 4.

March 2 through
March 10, 2011

Staff prepares responses to the public comments and forwards a report to the TAC F&PC.

March 17, 2011

TAC F&PC reviews the list of comments and staff responses, and may recommend modifying the
draft solicitation package before recommending adoption of the final 2011 regional solicitation
package to the TAC.

April 6, 2011

TAC reviews the public comments, staff responses and any revisions from the TAC F&PC. The
TAC may also modify the solicitation package before forwarding it to the TAB Programming
Committee and full TAB for adoption as the final 2011 regional solicitation package.

April 13, 2011

TAB presents the draft 2011 regional solicitation to the Met Council as an information item.

April 20, 2011

TAB Programming Committee and full TAB review the revised 2011 solicitation package
recommended by the TAC. The TAB Programming Committee and full TAB may modify the
solicitation package before adopting it. The TAB forwards the adopted 2011 regional solicitation
package to the Metropolitan Council for concurrence.

The TAB adopts the regional roadway functional classification map identifying eligible “A” minor
arterials.

April 21, 2011

TAC F&PC names project scoring group chairs and begins staffing the scoring groups.

April 25, 2011

The Metropolitan Council's Transportation Committee reviews the 2011 solicitation package and
recommends it to the Metropolitan Council for concurrence.

May 11, 2011

The Metropolitan Council concurs with TAB adoption of the 2011 regional solicitation package.

May 12, 2011

TAB solicits for STP, CMAQ, TE and BIR projects. Staff sends announcements to local
governments and other organizations and directs interested applicants to the Met Council website
where all the solicitation materials are accessible. Hard copies are also available from the Met
Council Data Center.

June, 2011

Met Council and TAB host a workshop on the STP-UG, CMAQ, TE and BIR programs. Staff
describes each program, eligibility requirements and scoring criteria and answers questions.

June, 2011

TAB hosts a workshop on estimating transit ridership for CMAQ Transit Expansion applications.
The workshop may also be stored as a video or PowerPoint on the Met Council website.

June 30, 2011

Deadline for staffing the project scoring groups.

July 18, 2011

STP-UG, CMAQ, TE and BIR applications are due by 5:00 PM.

July 19 through
August 18, 2011

Staff logs in all the applications and reviews the qualifying criteria responses of all applications.
Staff meets with the chair of each scoring group to discuss the qualifying criteria review, and may
consult with the FHWA field office. Staff prepares a report for the TAC F&PC. Staff notifies the
applicants if their project appears not to meet the qualifying criteria and invites them to the TAC
F&PC meeting to defend their application.

August 25, 2011
(fourth Thursday)

Staff presents the list of projects that may not meet the qualifying criteria and applicants may
defend their applications. The TAC Funding and Programming Committee votes on each
qualifying issue and reports their decisions to the TAC at their August meeting. The TAC F&PC
votes on each qualifying issue.

August 26 through
October 13, 2011

Scoring groups meet and evaluate the applications. They develop ranked lists of projects in all four
federal programs.

October 20, 2011

The TAC F&PC approve the ranked lists of projects and make them available on the Met Council
website. Applicants are notified that the scores are available and requests for scoring
reevaluations of specific criteria can be submitted.

November 4, 2011

Scoring reevaluation requests are due.

November 4 through
November 15, 2011

Staff reviews all the scoring reevaluation requests, consults with the individual scorer and chair and
prepares a report for TAC F&PC.

November 17, 2011

The TAC F&PC discusses the scoring reevaluation report prepared by staff. The TAC F&PC votes
on all scoring reevaluations and adjusts the project scores and rankings if necessary. Final scores
are forwarded to the TAC and TAB for information.

November 18 through
December 10, 2011

Staff develops funding options for the STP-UG, CMAQ, TE and BIR categories based on
anticipated available funding in the programs, adopted procedures and guidance from the TAB.

December 17, 2011

TAC F&PC considers the funding options presented by staff and votes to eliminate, modify or
create additional options and forwards them to the TAC. Additional TAC F&PC meeting(s) may be
necessary to develop funding options.

January 4, 2012

TAC reviews the funding options forwarded by TAC F&PC and may make adjustments. TAC
forwards the options to the TAB Programming Committee.

January 18, 2012

TAB Programming Committee reviews the funding options and may vote to recommend one to the
full TAB for selection. The full TAB may vote to award awards funds and direct staff to include
them into the draft 2013-2016 TIP.




Federal STP Funding Application (Form 1)

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete and return completed application to Kevin Roggenbuck, Transportation Office Use Only
Coordinator, Transportation Advisory Board, 390 North Robert St., St. Paul, Minnesota
55101. (651) 602-1728. Form 1 needs to be filled out electronically. Please go to
Metropolitan Council’s website for instructions. Applications must be received by 5:00
PM or postmarked on xxxx xx, 2011. *Be sure to complete and attach the Project
Information form. (Form 2)

I. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. APPLICANT:

2. JURISDICTIONAL AGENCY (IF DIFFERENT):
3. MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE: 4. COUNTY:

5. CONTACT PERSON: TITLE: PHONE NO.
( )

CONTACT E-MAIL ADDRESS:

II. PROJECT INFORMATION

6. PROJECT NAME:

7. BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION (Include location, road name, type of improvement, etc... A more complete description
must be submitted separately as described in Specific Requirement #3 on p. 5):

8. STP PROJECT CATEGORY - Check only one project grouping in which you wish your project to be scored.

"A" Minor Arterials:
[IReliever [lExpander [INon-Fwy. Principal Arterial
[]Connector [_]Augmenter [IBikeway/Walkway

[ll. PROJECT FUNDING

9. Are you applying or have you applied for funds from another source(s) to implement this project? Yes[] No[]

If yes, please identify the source(s):

10. FEDERAL AMOUNT: $ 13. MATCH % OF PROJECT TOTAL:

11. MATCH AMOUNT: $ 14. SOURCE OF MATCH FUNDS:

12.* PROJECT TOTAL: $ 15. REQUESTED PROGRAM YEAR (CIRCLE): []2015 []2016
16. SIGNATURE 17. TITLE:

*Figure should match the subtotal on the Project Elements and Construction Cost table



PROJECT INFORMATION
(To be used to assign State Project Number after project is selected)
Pleasefill in the following information as it pertains to your proposed project. Itemsthat do not apply to your
project, please label N/A. Do not send thisform to the State Aid Office. For project solicitation package
only.

COUNTY, CITY, OR LEAD AGENCY

FUNCTIONAL CLASS OF ROAD

ROAD SYSTEM (TH, CSAH, MSAS, CO. RD., TWP. RD., CITY STREET)

NAME OF ROAD (Example; 1st ST., MAIN AVE)

LOCATION:  From:

To:
(DO NOT INCLUDE LEGAL DESCRIPTION)

TYPE OF WORK

Examples: GRADE, AGG BASE, BIT BASE, BIT SURF, SSDEWALK, CURB AND GUTTER,
STORM SEWER, SIGNALS, LIGHTING, GUARDRAIL, BIKE PATH, PED RAMPS, BRIDGE,
PARK AND RIDE, ETC.

BRIDGE/CULVERT PROJECTS

OLD BRIDGE /CULVERT NO. NEW BRIDGE/CULVERT NO.

STRUCTURE ISOVER




Project Elements and Estimate of Construction Costs

Fill out the scoping sheet below and provide the cost estimate for each element. Y ou may add
additional €ligible costs (construction costs) that are not accounted for in the blank spaces at the
bottom of the table.

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT ELEMENTS/COST ESTIMATES
Check all that ITEM
apply

O
O
9

M obilization (approx. 5% of total cost)
Removals (approx. 5% of total cost)
Roadway (grading, borrow, etc.)
Roadway (agar egates and paving)
Subgrade Correction (muck)

Storm Sewer

Ponds

Concrete ltems (curb & gutter, sdewalks, median
barriers)
Pedestrian Curb Ramps (ADA)

Path/Trail Construction
Traffic Control

Striping

Signing

Lighting

Turf - Erosion & L andscaping
Bridge

Retaining Walls

Noise Wall

Traffic Signals
Wetland Mitigation

RR Crossing

A | A |18 | 1A | 18 |18 | KA | 168 | 1A | 168 163 | KA | 16 1A kA | 15 (1A A |1A | 1h |

000000000000 OOODOOOO0O OpoOooonoo

Contingencies
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COST $




M aps and Photos

All applications must include the following:

1. A map of the project limits. If it isaroad project, highlight the segment of road to be constructed
on acity or county roadway map. If it isatrail project, highlight the segment of trail to be
constructed on a map that includestrails, bikeways or roadways. Applicants may include more
than one map if the project impacts both aroadway and trail system.

2. An aeria photograph or photographs that show(s) the location of the project asit istoday OR a
plan view of the existing roadway that shows the roadway geometry and any bicycle, pedestrian
and transit components.

3. A concept drawing of the proposed improvements that shows the roadway geometry and any
bicycle, pedestrian and transit components upon compl etion of the project.

4. A 2030 Land Use Map(s) for al cities included within the project limits with TAZs identified.
These can be obtained from the city’ s local comprehensive plan.




1. SURFACE TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM

PURPOSE: To provide a source of flexible federal funds to states and local governments to build
highways, bridges, and pedestrian and bicycle facilities, improve transit systems and construct intermodal
projects. The Surface Transportation Program also includes 10 percent setasides for safety construction
projects and Transportation Enhancements.

GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESTRICTIONS

The SAFETEA LU was passed in 2007. The Act provides a record level of federal investment while
reaffirming the priorities and funding flexibility established in the Intermodal Surface Transportation
Efficiency Act (ISTEA). Title I, Federal Aid Highways, addresses highway funding (as opposed to Title
I11, Federal Transit Act Amendments that focus on transit). Title | includes, among others, the Surface
Transportation Program (STP), which provides federal funds on a reimbursable basis. Transit capital
projects and travel demand and system management programs and projects are also eligible under this
program, however in this solicitation all applications for those types of projects should be submitted using
the appropriate CMAQ forms and criteria.  Under the federal program, STP funds can be used to
accommodate other modes, and transportation planning, research and development are eligible activities.
SAFETEA-LU expands and clarifies STP digibility, such as environmental provisions (natura habitat
mitigation, stormwater retrofit, and anti-icing and de-icing), programs to reduce extreme cold starts,
modification of sidewalks to meet Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements, infrastructure-
based intelligent transportation systems capital improvements, and privately owned intercity bus terminals
and facilities. Regional policies, outlined beginning page 8, may limit the use of STP funds more strictly
than federal guidelines.

The Twin Cities Metropolitan Area is alocated the urban area guaranteed portion of the STP funds
described here. The region has programmed approximately $445 million in STP Urban Guarantee funds
for projects since the ISTEA was passed in December of 1991. Through this solicitation, the region will
program approximately $93 million (subject to adjustment depending on amounts authorized) in STP
Urban Guarantee funds in Federal Fiscal Years 2015 and 2016.

Applicants need to be aware of the time required to process projects using STP funds through MN/DOT's
Office of State Aid for Local Transportation (SALT) process. Please review Appendix C before
regquesting a program year on the STP application form. Applicants may suggest a program year, but the
final decision is up to the Transportation Advisory Board. The TAB intends to accommodate applicants
program year requests to the extent possible, but the decision will depend upon the amount of funds
available for programming and the total amount requested.

The Transportation Advisory Board is responsible for the selection of projects that are to be financed in
part with STP funds made available to the seven-county region. To implement this responsibility, the
TAB has developed policies to define eligibility and prioritize eligible projects. The region solicits for
projects in six different STP categories: "A" Minor Arteria Relievers, Expanders, Augmenters and
Connectors, Non-Freeway Principal Arterials, and Bikeway/Walkway. Transit Capital Expansion
projects also may be funded by TAB through the STP program, but must be submitted under the
appropriate CMAQ program criteria.  The solicitation package contains separate qualifying and
prioritizing criteriafor each of these categories. Applicants may not submit the same project in more than
one STP category.



The TAB has requested that the Technical Advisory Committee develop recommendations for defining
project eigibility for STP Urban Guarantee funding and establish a process to prioritize the eligible
projects. The overall guidance for this processis provided by the following policies adopted by the TAB.

GENERAL POLICIES-FOR ALL STP CATEGORIES

1. Theregional solicitation processis open to al seven metro area counties and all cities and townships
within the seven metro area counties, al Minnesota state agencies, the Metropolitan Council, other
transit providers, Indian tribal governments, and the ten Regional Park System implementation
agencies. Other local nonprofit agencies or parties and specia governmental agencies may also apply
for funding.

Although many organizations may apply for STP funds through the regional solicitation, only certain
ones can enter into an Agency Agreement with and set up an account to spend the STP funds to
implement the project. The seven metro area counties, cities with population over 5,000 and state
agencies can enter into an Agency Agreement directly with MN/DOT. All other applicants must find
an eligible public agency sponsor.

The public agency sponsor is the local unit of government of record and is responsible for working
with the applicant to ensure that all project requirements are met. An Agency Agreement is written
between MN/DOT and the local unit of government of record. The local unit of government will
administer the project using the SALT Delegated Contract Process (DCP) for federal aid projects.

2. STP funds are available for roadway construction and reconstruction on new aignments or within
existing right-of-way, including associated construction and excavation, or installation of traffic
signals, signs, utilities, bikeway or walkway components and public transit components. The cost of
constructing a new bridge deck or reconstructing an existing bridge deck is eligible.

3. STP funds cannot be used for studies, preliminary engineering, design, construction engineering, or
other similar costs. Noise barriers, drainage projects, fences, landscaping, etc., are not eligible for
STP funding unless included as part of a larger project which is otherwise eligible or specifically
defined as eligible under an individual funding category. Right-of-way costs are eligible only for
transit hubs, transit terminals, park-and-ride or pool-and-ride lots, and bicycle and walkway projects.

4. A construction project must be a permanent improvement having independent utility. The term
“independent utility” means the project provides benefits described in the application by itself and
does not depend on any construction elements of the project being funded from other sources outside
the regiona solicitation, excluding the required non-federal match. Traffic management projects as
part of a construction project are exempt from this policy. Temporary construction is defined as work
that must be essentialy replaced in the immediate future (within 5 years). Staged construction is
considered permanent rather than temporary so long as future stages build on, rather than replace,
previous work.

5. Although the TAB may award STP funds to transit expansion and transportation system management
capital projects, the TAB does not solicit for those projects within the STP funding program. Those
projects should be submitted under the CMAQ criteriain this solicitation package. All projects must
comply with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

A roadway improvement project, including staged projects, must be structurally capable of handling
all applicable legal load limits; roadway projects must meet statutory load limits. The applicants must
design the project to permit operation for all types of vehicles, except multiple trailer types (i.e., a 10-
ton road under all conditionsis required).

Highway projects on principa arterias that are of freeway design are not eligible for STP funds.
Projects on non-freeway type principal arterials are eligible for funding, including projects that
upgrade the facility to freeway design.

Projects will be added to the TIP only as aresult of the TAB approval.

The construction cost of projects listed in the region’s draft or adopted TIP is assumed to be fully-
funded and to have independent utility from other projects. TAB will not consider projects already
listed in the draft or adopted TIP, nor the payback of Advanced Construction funds for those projects,
for funding through the solicitation process. Projects submitted that are related to projects listed in
the draft or adopted TIP but that have independent utility from those projects are digible for
consideration.

In the 2011 regional solicitation, the TAB will not fund more than one project in each of the four “A”
Minor Arterial categories that are within 3.5 miles of one another on a highway route as defined in
Criterion A1 or within 7 miles of one another on a non-freeway principal arterial category route as
defined in Criterion AL

The Technical Advisory Committee shall prepare an annua report on the implementation of
regionally solicited STP projects for the review and approval of the TAB. This report, the Annual
Implementation Report, shall include updated program, system and project information. The TAC
shall include such findings, recommendations and additional information, asit deems appropriate.

The fundable amount of a project is based on the original submittal. TAB must approve any
significant change in the scope of an approved project.

The STP federa fund participation for each project will be updated and reported in the Annua
Implementation Report on the STP/CMAQ/TE Programs as the federal cost cap. Projects selected to
receive federal funding through this solicitation will be programmed in the regional Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP) in years 2015 or 2016. When the selected projects are programmed, the
TAB will add a small percentage extrato both the federal award and the non-federal match amount to
account for anticipated inflation. The inflated amount in the TIP will not be adjusted further.

If a project is added to the STP program, the entire project is included even though a portion of that
work may extend beyond the period for which submittals were requested, provided that a significant
portion of the work is scheduled for letting within the request period.

Projectsin the STP element of the TIP are specifically limited to the federal funding capsidentified in
the Metropolitan Council’s Annual Implementation Report on regionally solicited and federaly
funded transportation improvement projects and programs. The federal funding will be capped as
follows:. federal funds shall not exceed 80% of the project costs. The federal amount listed for each
project may be used to fund 80% of any identifiable useable element of the project and is the total that
shall be authorized as plan specification and estimate approval for all advertisements of the project
described. All digible extra work and supplemental agreements will be federally funded if the total
project costs remain under the cost cap. Any proposed change by the local agency to the federal cost
cap will have to be presented to SALT and the Transportation Advisory Board. If the project exceeds



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

the federal cost cap, the agency will be responsible to fund all additional work regardless if it is
judtifiable as an digible expense. Any federal fund amounts authorized at PS&E approval in years
prior to the current year shall be deducted from the amount identified in the annual report at the time
of approval.

Applicants can reguest up to a cap of $7,000,000 in STP funds for a specific “A” Minor Arteria
Reliever, Expander, Augmenter project and for Non-Freeway Principal Arterial projects. Applicants
can request up to a cap of $5,500,000 in STP funds for a specific “A” Minor Arteria Connector
project or a Bikeway/Wakway project. Other federal funds may be combined with the requested
STP funds, but the source(s) must be identified in the application. The cost of preparing a project for
funding authorization can be substantial. For that reason, the minimum federal amount for highway
projects is $1,000,000 and $250,000 for bikeway/wakway projects. The applicant must show the
requested federal amount, the non-federal match and total project cost on the cover page.

A STP project will be eliminated from the program if it does not meet its sunset date. The sunset date
for projects is March 31 of the year following the program as established by the TAB. Meeting the
established sunset date shall be governed by the TAB adopted Criteria for Meeting Sunset Date
requirements, attached as Appendix D.

If aproject has met the Criteriafor Meeting Sunset Date requirements but STP funds are not presently
available, that particular project will be placed on awaiting list for funds, in order of date of approval.

If a project has met the sunset date requirements, the project contract should be let as soon as possible
since the project will not be included in the next revision of the Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and, therefore, will not be able to access federal funds.

STP projects requiring a grade-separated crossing between an STP project route and principal arteria
of freeway design must be limited in STP funds to the federal share of those project costs identified as
local (non-MN/DOT) cost responshility using MN/DOT's Policy/Position Statement 84-2 and
MN/DOT Policy Guidelines 6-1 and b-1 and 6.1. In the case of trunk highway STP projects, the
policy guidelines should be read asif the trunk highway STP route is under local jurisdiction.

All STP"A" Minor Arterial and Principal Arterial projects will be constructed to Minnesota State-
Aid Standards as a minimum. Exceptions to the State Aid standards are granted during final design,
not through this solicitation process. Depending on the project, more stringent standards may apply.

Applicants may not submit the same project proposal under more than one STP category.

The FHWA requires that states agree to operate and maintain facilities constructed with federal
transportation funds for the useful life of the improvement, and not change the use of any right-of-
way acquired without prior approval from the FHWA. TAB has determined that this requirement will
be applied to the project applicant. FHWA considers most physical constructions and total
reconstructions to have a useful design life of 10 years or more, depending on the nature of the
project. Bridge constructions and total reconstructions are considered to have useful lives of 50 years.
The useful life of the project will be defined in the inter-agency maintenance agreement that must be
prepared and signed prior to the project letting.



"A" MINOR ARTERIAL - RELIEVER

DEFINITION: Relievers provide direct relief for traffic on the metropolitan highway system. These
roads include the closest routes parallel to the principal arterials within the urban areas. These roadways
are proposed to accommodate medium length trips (less than 8 miles) as well as providing relief to
congested principa arterials. Improvement focusis on providing additional capacity for through traffic.

Reliever projects must fall within one of the following types of projects: transportation system
management, complete construction, reconstruction or rehabilitation of a segment of roadway along the
entire project length; including transit, bikeway or walkway components in the corridor.

“*A” Minor Arterial - Reliever Purpose/Vision

The Development Framework envisions a dense pattern of development and redevelopment in the
existing urban areas. The “A” minor arteria relievers are located throughout the most built-up portion of
the region where existing levels of congestion are the greatest. The “A” minor arterial relievers are
intended to provide a travel option for the congested parallel principa arterials. The greater the demand,
congestion and level of management on the principal arterial, the greater the need for investments on the
reliever route. Thoserelieversthat provide greater people moving capacity and congestion relief are more
important to the region.

GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESTRICTIONS

A construction project must be a permanent improvement between logical termini (roadways of equal or
higher functiona classification) having independent utility. The term “independent utility” means the
project provides benefits to air quality, crash reduction, etc... by itself and does not depend on any
construction elements of the project being funded from other sources outside the regional solicitation,
excluding the required non-federal match.

The project must result in a completed segment which meets current design standards and which has an
anticipated service life approximately that of a new facility. The project, including staged projects, must
be structurally capable of handling al anticipated legal load limit vehicles. STP funds can be used for
transit facilities as part of the overall project, and can be requested within the Reliever application.

STP funds can only be used for project implementation costs, such as excavation, construction, materials,
and clean-up. They cannot be used for right-of-way acquisition, study completion, engineering, design,
or other similar costs. Further, STP funds cannot be used for noise barriers, drainage projects, fences,
landscaping, or other similar costs as stand-alone projects. These items are eligible as part of a larger,
eligible congtruction project.

The benefits and costs of the project shall be estimated over the same €ligible project length. The total
project cost is defined as all construction components including components ineligible for federal funds.
Thetota project cost does not include pre-construction costs or right-of-way.

Projects selected to receive federa funding through this solicitation will be programmed in the regional
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) in years 2015 or 2016. When the selected projects are
programmed, the TAB will add some percentage extra to both the federal award and the non-federal
match amount to account for any anticipated inflation. The inflated amount in the TIP will not be
adjusted further.



"A" MINOR ARTERIAL - RELIEVER - QUALIFYING CRITERIA

The applicant must show that the project meets al the following criteriato qualify for priority evaluation.
Answer each criterion in a numbered sequence. Failure to respond to any of the qualifying criteria
will result in arecommendation to disqualify your project.

1

The project must be consistent with the policies in the Metropolitan Council's officially adopted
Metropolitan Development Guide, which includes the Transportation Policy Plan (TPP) (2010) and
the Regional Development Framework (2004). Consistency with the TPP includes its appendix,
which contains the regional functional classification criteria. Funding allocation to projects involving
interchange construction and reconstruction on the Principal Arterial system (regardiess of whether
the project is on the Principal Arterial or and intersecting “A” Minor Arterial) are made conditional
on the successful completion of the Highway Interchange Requests Procedures described in Appendix
E of the Transportation Policy Plan. The applicant must list the documents and corresponding policy
numbers or portions of text that help illustrate the project’ s consistency.

RESPONSE:

The project must be included in, be part of, or address a transportation relate-te-a problem or need or
direction-discussed-identified in one of the following: 1) an approved loca or county comprehensive
plan found to be consistent with Metropolitan Council plans;, 2) a localy approved capital
improvement program; 3) an officially adopted corridor study (trunk highway studies must be
approved by Mn/DOT and Metropolitan Council); or 4) the official plan or program of the applicant
agency. It also must not conflict with the goals and policies in these adopted regional plans; the 2030
Transportation Policy Plan (2010), the 2030 Regional Framework (2004), and the 2030 Regional
Parks Policy Plan (2010). The applicant must reference the appropriate comprehensive plan, CIP,
approved corridor study document, or other plan or program and provide copies of the applicable

pages.

RESPONSE:

The proposed project must be identified as on an “A” Minor Arteria Reliever shown on the TAB
approved roadway functional classification map adopted by the TAB on or before April 15, 2009 and
recorded in the Council’s electronic file. The vast mgjority of the project must be physicaly located
on the "A" Minor Arterial Expander roadway between logical termini. The project may include
construction on small portions of non-eligible roads, as long as the construction is essential to the
operation of the entire project. Examples include but are not limited to reconstruction of the
approaches on intersecting collector roads and construction or reconstruction of on-ramps or off-
ramps. The applicant must provide a map or sketch of the project relative to the “A” Minor Arteria
Reliever system.

RESPONSE:

STP funds are available for roadway construction and reconstruction on new alignments or within
existing right-of-way, including associated construction or ingtalation of traffic signals, signs,
utilities, bikeway or walkway components and public transit components. The cost of constructing a
new bridge deck or reconstructing an existing bridge deck is €ligible but the remainder of the
superstructure and all elements of the substructure are not eligible. The applicant must describe the
proposed project and state that the application includes only the eligible components.

RESPONSE:



6. Studies, preliminary engineering, design, construction engineering, etc. are not eligible for STP
funding and should not be included in the required local match or the total project cost. Right-of-way
costs are not digible for STP funding and should not be included in the required non-federal match or
the total project cost. Noise barriers, drainage projects, fences, landscaping, etc., are not eligible for
STP funding as stand-alone projects, but are eigible if included as part of a larger, eligible project.
The applicant must state that pre-construction work and ROW costs are not part of the total project
cost in this application.

RESPONSE:

7. An STP construction or reconstruction project must be a permanent improvement. Traffic
management projects as part of a construction project are exempt from this policy. Temporary
construction is defined as work that must be essentially replaced in the immediate future (within 5
years). Staged construction is considered permanent rather than temporary so long as future stages
add to, rather than replace, previous work. The applicant must state that the proposed project is a
permanent improvement and does not replace any regionaly funded project that was opened to
traffic within five years.

RESPONSE:

8. Applicants can request up to a cap of $7,000,000 in STP funds for a specific “A” Minor Arteria
Reliever project. Other federal funds may be combined with the requested STP funds, but the
source(s) must be identified in the application. The cost of preparing a project for funding
authorization can be substantial. For that reason, the project's federal cost must exceed $1,000,000.
The applicant must show the requested federal amount and total project cost on the cover page.

RESPONSE:

9. STP funds awarded in the regional solicitation must be matched with non-federal funds. The non-
federal match for any STP project must be at least 20% of the total cost. The applicant must state that
it isresponsible for the local (nonfederal) share. If the applicant expects any other agency to provide
all or part of the local match, the applicant must include a letter or resolution from the other agency
agreeing to participate financialy in the project’s construction.

RESPONSE:

10. The applicant must include a letter from the agency with jurisdiction over the road indicating that it is
aware of and understands the project being submitted, and that it commits to operate and maintain the
facility for its design life and not change the use of any right-of-way acquired without prior approval
from MN/DOT and the Federal Highway Administration.

RESPONSE:



“A” MINOR ARTERIAL - RELIEVER - PRIORITIZING CRITERIA

Applicants must respond to each of the following prioritizing criteria. Label your responses clearly. If a
criterion is not applicable to your project, explain why.

A. Relative importance of therouteasan “A” Minor Arterial Reliever. 100 points
Although all Reliever routes parallel an urban principal arterial, the relative importance of each Reliever
is not the same. Some Relievers play a more significant role than others do in providing an alternative
route for medium distance trips and reducing demand on congested metro area principa arterials. The
following criteria are intended to measure the relative importance of each Reliever route submitted for
funding in this solicitation.

Definition and characteristics of the Reliever route.

0-100 points The applicant must respond to all three items below and provide a map to help
answer items a) and b). The Reliever ‘route’ is defined as the uninterrupted
length of the arterial that paralels a principal arterial. The route may be an
exigting or planned road on the TAB adopted system. The route may be longer
than the proposed project and include more than one street name, but it must be
continuous. The endpoints of the route must be a principal or other “A” minor
arterial, and the route cannot be more than eight milesin length. Two projects on
the same route will not be selected unless they are at least 3.5 miles apart. Points
under this criterion are assigned based on the length of the Reliever route, the
current and forecasted traffic volume on the Reliever route and the current transit
ridership on the Reliever route.

a) Providethelength of the Reliever route in miles.
RESPONSE:

b) Provide the current (2009) and forecasted (2030) average daily traffic
volume at two or more locations on the Reliever route. MN/DOT 50-series
maps should be used for current counts. Use approved city or county
comprehensive plans, Met Council, accepted State Aid traffic factors by
county, or a transportation study with documented acceptable forecasting
methodol ogy for forecasted volume.

RESPONSE:

c) Is public transit currently provided on this Reliever route and its
corresponding section of Principa Arteria? If yes, the Metropolitan Council
will provide the project scorers with current average annual ridership based
on the project location map and description.

RESPONSE:

B. Deficiencies and Solutions on Reliever and on Principal Arterial Being Relieved 350 points
The regional solicitation process is one means of implementing regional plans. The region's
Transportation Policy Plan state that the regional highway and street system will be preserved, managed,
improved and expanded to support existing and planned land uses and safety and mobility needs
consistent with the Regiona Devel opment Framework, the Transportation Policy Plan and approved local
and county comprehensive plans. The following criteria reflect these objectives.
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Crash Reduction.

0-50 points On the Principa Arterial being relieved: Provide data showing the frequency of
traffic crashes expressed as crashes per million vehicle miles on the
corresponding section of principal arterial. The principa arterial being relieved
should be approximately the same length as the project limits on the reliever.
Only one principa arterial may be relieved. The applicant must request from
Mn/DOT Metro Traffic Engineering*, the crash rate for the principa arterial
being relieved. The rate received from Mn/DOT will include mainline crashes
only. Crash rateswill be based on TIS data for 2007-2009.

RESPONSE:

0-50 points On the Reliever: Caculate the total number of crashes reduced due to
improvements on the ‘A’ Minor Arterial Reliever made by the proposed project.
Points will be awarded based on the total three-year number of crashes projected
to be reduced by the proposed project. The applicant must base the estimate of
crash reduction on the methodology found in Appendix E. The applicant must
obtain data on crashes for the existing section scheduled for improvement from
Mn/DOT’ s TIS system, and must use data from 2007 through 2009.

RESPONSE:

Air Quality. The Transportation Policy Plan strongly supports environmental considerations when
making transportation funding decisions. The Council supports funding priorities for transportation
projects that ensure prevention of air quality violations through the reduction of mobile source
emissions.

The applicant must show that the project will reduce emissions and help the region to maintain its
attainment of federal carbon monoxide standards. All assumptions and cal culations must be clearly
documented and explained in order to receive points. The applicant must include documentation of
how the VMT reduction was determined and specify the speed used for the assumptions. Speed
assumptions shall be based on the methodology found in Appendix F. Points under this criterion
will be awarded based on the reduction of carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxide (NOx), and/or
volatile organic compounds (VOC) emissions the proposed project is expected to provide.

0-100 points The applicant must demonstrate through a quantitative analysis that CO, NOX,
and/or VOC emissions (in KILOGRAMS/DAY) will be reduced compared to the
no-build alternative. The applicant must estimate CO, NOx, and/or VOC
emissions reductions using the MOBILE6 emissions factors and vehicle
emissions reduction worksheet in Appendix G.

RESPONSE:

Congestion Reduction.

* Applicants should request crash datafrom Mn/DOT as early as possible. An agency that wishesto
dispute the results of their crash data requests can contact Ryan Coddington at 651-234-7841 (or
Ryan.Coddington@state.mn.us) to reconcile those differences.



0-75 points

RESPONSE:

0-75 poaints

RESPONSE:

On the Principa Arterial being relieved: The applicant needs to show the hours
per day the current volume exceeds the design capacity in either direction. The
applicant should obtain needed data directly from Mn/DOT or a loca data
source if available, and provide documentation to illustrate accuracy. To
calculate existing conditions, the applicant must obtain or collect the average
hourly, directional traffic volumes on a weekday, the current lane
configurations, and the current signal timing schemes, if applicable. Design
capacity calculations must be based on the definition found in Appendix A.

On the Reliever: The applicant must show that the proposed project will reduce
congestion at the most congested location on the Reliever. The applicant must
include the current volume to capacity (v/c) ratiosin the AM and PM peak hours
and the improvement in the ratios resulting from the project. Projects that have
low existing v/c ratios will receive less credit for the improvement resulting from
the project than projects that address a problematic existing v/c ratio. The
applicant must use the methodology, worksheet and look-up tables found in
Appendix H. The applicant must conduct a corridor analysis for new alignments,
comparing parallel routes that will be affected by the project.

C. Cost Effectiveness. 275 points

The Regional Development Framework and Transportation Policy Plan document the need for adequate
transportation funding to implement regional transportation plans. The region must alocate
transportation funds in such a way that the selected projects provide the most benefit for the amount of
funding requested. Cost effectivenessis an essential component of the regional solicitation process. Cost
effectiveness cal culations must be based on the total cost of the project, not just the portion of the project
eligiblefor federal funding, in order to allow consistent comparisons of al qualifying projects.

1. Crash Reduction.

0-125 points

RESPONSE:

The applicant must calculate the cost per crash reduced by the proposed project.
The applicant must divide the total cost of the project by the answer from the
second part of criterion B.1., crash reduction on the Reliever.

The applicant must obtain data on crashes for the existing section scheduled for
improvement from MN/DOT's TIS system, and must only use data from 2007
through 2009. The applicant must base the estimate of crash reduction on the
methodology found in Appendix E. Points will be awarded based on the relative
cost per crash reduced.

2. Congestion reduction.

0-75 points

The applicant must calculate the cost per increase in hourly person throughput
provided by the proposed improvement. The applicant must use the worksheet in
Appendix |I. Points will be awarded based on the lowest cost per increase in
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person throughput, but if there islittle congestion under existing conditions fewer
points will be awarded for increasing person throughput.

RESPONSE:

3. Air Quality

O-75points  The applicant must calculate the cost per kilogram that will be reduced by the
proposed project compared to the no-build alternative. The applicant must use
the estimated CO, NOx, and/or VOC emissions reductions caculated in
guestions B.3. and divide it into the total project cost.

RESPONSE:

D. Development Framewor k | mplementation. 425 points

The Metropolitan Development Guide is comprised of the 2030 Regional Development Framework and
system plans for transportation, including highways, transit and aviation; water resources management;
and regional parks and trails. Together, the Devel opment Framework and system plans create a vision for
the region and are intended to help ensure the orderly, economical development of the seven-county area.
The Framework is organized around four overall goals:

o Efficient Growth. Work with local communities to accommodate growth in aflexible, connected
and efficient manner.

e Multi-modal Transportation. Plan and invest in multi-modal transportation choices, based on full
range of costs and benefits, to dow the growth of congestion and serve the region’ s economic
needs.

e Housing Choices. Encourage expanded choicesin housing locations and types, and improved
access to jobs and opportunities

¢ Natural Resource protection. Work with local and regiona partners to conserve, protect and
enhance the region’ s natural resources.

Under the Metropolitan Land Planning Act, local communities must prepare and submit to the Council
local comprehensive plans that are consistent with the Council’ s regional systems plans. Local
communities have submitted plans for 2030 and these have been reviewed by the Council .

1. Development Framework Planning Area Objectives

Strategies for regiona development relate directly to growth patterns within the region. The Framework
communities are identified according to their regional planning area designation which is based on its
geographic location, existing development patterns, forecast growth, planned land uses, and the
availability of infrastructure. The project’srelationship to Framewor k and TPP are addressed in the
qualifying criteria.

The objective of this section is to address the land use and transportation linkages and how the project
supports development and the accommodation of growth for the communities affected.

0-100 points
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What are the 2030 land uses proposed in the community(ies) adopted plan for the project area/corridor
affected? Identify the TAZs that lie partialy or wholly within the project limits.

RESPONSE:

How does the project support this 2030 land use plan in the project area? Refer to the land use map and
provide the land use categories and their description from the adopted local comprehensive plan.*

RESPONSE:

How does the project support 2030 forecasts for the project area? [ Council staff will evaluate this
criterion and will provide the following information to assist in the evaluation of this criterion: TAZ
Project Area demographic profile population, household, employment and retail employment. The
applicant does not need to provide aresponse.]

2. Progress Towards Affordable Housing Goals

0-50 points
NOTE: Information and analysis in this section will be provided by Council staff
Methodol ogy for Evaluating Progress Made Towards Affordable Housing Goals

Upto__ pointscan be awarded to a project, based upon a community’s or group of communities
progress in addressing their affordable housing goals for 1996-2010.

For communitiesthat participate in the Livable communities Local Housing Incentives Program, data
from their 1996-2010 negotiated housing goals was used to determine the progress they have made
toward providing opportunities to address their affordable housing goals.

For communities that do not participate in the Local Housing Incentives Program, progress will be
measured against what the benchmarks were for their community in the Council’s LCA goa setting
methodology used in determining goals for 1996 to 2010.

Communities negotiated goals for both ownership and rental housing. Analysis consisted of comparing
the goal, progress made to date and determining the percentage of the goal achieved for both ownership
and rental combined.

Example of Anaysis:

| Negotiated Goal | Progressto Date | Overall Progress |

1 Future Land Use map (planned land use 2030) and description for example: “low density residential—
Mostly single-family homes with some two-family homes and open space within or related to a
residential development at a gross density of 2 to 4 units per acre.” “residential mixed use—Residential at
agross density of 7 to 30 units per acre, neighborhood commercia uses may be appropriate.” “ General
Commercia—Broad range of businesses, generally highway-oriented, serving other businesses and City
residents and requiring buffering from surrounding residential areas.” “ Agriculture—primarily
agricultural purpose, including farming and horticulture, including farmstead or rural residence.”
[Examples from City of Coon Rapids Comprehensive Plan]
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Made - %
Rental Units 900 200
Ownership Units 200 125
Total Housng Units | 1,100 325 30%
Scoring:
Percent of Progress Made: Points Awarded:
90-100% 30
71-89% 25
51-70% 20
31-50% 15
11-30% 10
1-10% 5

For projects with 2 or more communities, scores are averaged and then applied to the project.
Communities that do not have negotiated goals are given the same average score of the other communities
within their group.

3. Land Use and Access Management Planning

The Development Framework includes support for connected land use patterns served by an integrated
street network. Access management along highways is a key component of planning for these objectives.
In addition, various access management strategies can reduce crashes, improve traffic flow, and add
operational capacity for the applicable roadway. Higher scores will be given to projects that are
developed using a local access management plan and to projects located in communities that have a
regulatory framework established to protect and improve access control in the future. Additiona points
will be awarded to projects that implement these plans by reducing undesired access paints.

0-75 points

Reference and describe the local access management plan used to develop the proposed project, and
describe the corresponding county or state access management plan which supports the regional road
network. Higher scores will be awarded to projects developed with an approach that is consistent with
county or state access management plans.

RESPONSE:

Provide and identify intersection spacing and signal spacing guidelines, and driveway allowance criteria
used for the proposed project and the corresponding county or state access management guidelines.

RESPONSE:

Having the necessary regulatory framework is essential for protecting the efficient functioning of the
regional roadway network. Reference (adoption date) and describe the local zoning and subdivision
ordinance regulations that are in place to maintain the access plan as adjacent properties are devel oped
and/or redeveloped. Higher scores will be awarded to projects in communities with existing or proposed
local support of the access management plan through existing regulations or ordinances.

RESPONSE:

4, Corridor Access Management |mprovements
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0-75 points

Projects that help to implement the access management plan by removing or modifying non-conforming
access points will receive pointsin this criterion. Identify the access locations and access management
that currently exists and that will be allowed once the project is completed. Indicate by the following
classifications, the existing access |locations inconsistent with the proposed access management approach
and any access locations that will be modified:

a Private Residentia Driveways/Field Entrances
RESPONSE:

b. Low-Volume Private Driveways* (Under 500 trips per day)
RESPONSE:

C. High-Volume Private Driveways* (Over 500 trips per day)
RESPONSE:

d. Public Streets
RESPONSE:

*

Private driveways may be commercial, industrial or institutional uses such as school or hospitals.
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5. Integration of Modes

0-125 points _ The Transportation Policy Plan requires that explicit consideration of all users of the
transportation system be considered in the planning and scoping phase of roadway projects. The
integration of modes criteria evaluate the value of the proposed project in providing better
accommodations for pedestrians, bicyclists, transit and freight vehicles. Such accommodation
should be provided within the existing right-of-way and provide the same |level of access as motor
vehicles unlessit is shown to be impractical. In such cases, the project may include facilitation of
such travel outside of the roadway right-of-way along a close parallel route. “A” Minor Relievers
are located parallel to congested principal arterials in the core, urban reserve and urban staging
areas. Many of these roadways are served by transit and accommodate travel to congested activity
centers and others provide important medium length routes parall€l to freewaysthat are
inaccessible to non-motorized travelers.

Pedestrians:. Examples of pedestrian improvements include construction or reconstruction of walkways
or multi-use paths, separating pedestrian walkways from vehicle traffic through the installation of
abuffer such as aboulevard, and providing pedestrian lighting. Equally important to improving
pedestrian movement along the project areais improving the safety and ease of pedestrian
crossings of the roadways. Some examples of these kinds of improvements are installation of
pedestrian countdown signals with crosswalks, reducing the effective crossing distance by
installing curb extensions and pedestrian medians, and reducing the speed of vehicles making
turning movements at intersections. Different treatments are appropriate for different types of
roadway conditions.
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Include a map that shows all new or reconstructed walkways or multi-use paths that will be
constructed as part of this project aswell as all pathways that these walkways will connect to
and any potential pedestrian destinations such as schools, residences, transit stops, parks,
and businesses within ¥2mile of the project area that will be accessible to pedestrians.

RESPONSE:

Bicyclists. Examples of bicycle improvements include striping a bike lane or a marked shoulder that is 5
feet wide or greater, instaling an off-road pathway where conditions favor one, and intersection
treatments designed to reduce motor vehicle and bicycle conflict. Different treatments are
appropriate for different types of roadway conditions.

Include a map that shows all new or reconstructed bikeways that will be constructed (or striped)
with this project, and show how they connect to an existing or planned bikeway network.
Also show potential destinations along the roadway segment and within a ¥4 mile of the
project area that will be accessible with this bikeway network such as schools, parks
residences, transit stops, and businesses.

RESPONSE:

Transit: Examples of transit improvements include improving accessibility to transit stops by
pedestrians, installing bus stop amenities for passengers, and placing bus stops on the far side of
intersections. In some cases, other improvements to the roadway, including curb bump-outs for
bus stops or the construction of bus lanes can improve transit service reliability and speed along

the roadway.

Is there transit service on the roadway? If so, what eements of this project will enhance the
mobility of transit vehicles, if any? What elements of this project will improve passenger
accessto transit stops?

RESPONSE:

Freight: Freight improvements will be evaluated on the role of the roadway in providing freight
mobility.

What isthe current daily heavy commercial traffic along the project segment? I sthe roadway used
to access any of the regional intermodal freight terminals in Appendix J and does the road
connect any of theseterminalsto a freaway?

RESPONSE:
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E. Maturity of Project Concept. 100 points
Projects selected through this solicitation will be programmed for construction in 2015 or 2016. That isa
fairly long time but it takes several years to complete preliminary engineering, environmental studies and
acquire right-of-way. The region must manage the federa fundsin each year of the TIP. Projectsthat are
not implemented in their original program year create problems. Proposed projects that have aready
completed some of the work is a plus. A schedule is important to know what kind of work might be
needed. Large projects that need right-of-way require more work than others that do not.

0-100 points  Applications involving construction must complete the project implementation
schedule found in Appendix K. A detailed schedule of eventsis expected for al
phases of the project. Applications involving non-construction projects must
include a detailed discussion of the timeframes involved for initiating and
completing each phase of planned activities. Points under this criterion are
assigned based on how many steps have been taken toward implementation of the
project. These stepsreflect afederally funded project development path.

RESPONSE: Please complete implementation schedule in Appendix K.

TOTAL: 1,250 POINTS
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"A" MINOR ARTERIAL - EXPANDER

DEFINITION: Expanders provide a way to make connections between developing areas outside the
interstate ring or beltway. These routes are located circumferentially beyond the area reasonably served
by the beltway and radialy outside the beltway where the distance between principa arterials is large
relative to the density of development served. These roadways are proposed to serve medium to long
suburb to suburb trips.

Expander projects must fall within one of the following types of projects: transportation system
management, complete construction, reconstruction or rehabilitation of a segment of roadway along the
entire project length, including transit, bikeway or walkway components in the corridor. Projects to
increase the capacity of the“A” Minor Expander are eligible.

"A" Minor Arterial - Expander Purpose/Vision

The 2030 Regional Development Framework anticipates a net population increase of nearly 1,000,000 in
the region by 2030. The developing suburbs will be required to absorb a large portion of this growth.
Planning for and building adequate infrastructure in anticipation of this growth will be necessary to
provide for the mobility needs of new residents. The expanders are the backbone of all adequate minor
arterials in the developing suburbs to supplement the principal arterials that make up the Metropolitan
Highway System. These minor arterials will provide access between suburbs beyond the 1-494/694 ring.

GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESTRICTIONS

A construction project must be a permanent improvement between logical termini (roadways of equal or
higher functiona classification) having independent utility. The term “independent utility” means the
project provides benefits to air quality, crash reduction, etc... by itself and does not depend on any
construction elements of the project being funded from other sources outside the regional solicitation,
excluding the required non-federal match.

The project must result in a completed segment which meets current design standards and which has an
anticipated service life approximately that of a new facility. The project, including staged projects, must
be structurally capable of handling al anticipated legal load limit vehicles. STP funds can be used for
transit facilities as part of the overall project, and can be requested within the Expander application.

STP funds can only be used for project implementation costs, such as excavation, construction, materials,
and clean-up. They cannot be used for right-of-way acquisition, study completion, engineering, design,
or other similar costs. Further, STP funds cannot be used for noise barriers, drainage projects, fences,
landscaping, or other similar costs as stand-alone projects. These items are eligible as part of a larger,
eligible congtruction project.

The benefits and costs of the project shall be estimated over the same eligible project length. The total
project cost is defined as all construction components including components ineligible for federal funds.
Thetota project cost does not include pre-construction costs or right-of-way.

Projects selected to receive federal funding through this solicitation will be programmed in the regional
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) in years 2015 or 2016. When the selected projects are
programmed, the TAB will add some percentage extra to both the federal award and the non-federa
match amount to account for any anticipated inflation. The inflated amount in the TIP will not be
adjusted further.
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“A” MINOR ARTERIAL - EXPANDER - QUALIFYING CRITERIA

The applicant must show that the project meets all the following criteriato qualify for priority evaluation.
Answer each criterion in a numbered sequence. Failure to respond to any of the qualifying criteria
will result in arecommendation to disqualify your project.

1

The project must be consistent with the policies in the Metropolitan Council's officially adopted
Metropolitan Development Guide, which includes the Transportation Policy Plan (TPP) (2010) and
the Regional Development Framework (2004). Consistency with the TPP includes its appendix,
which contains the regional functional classification criteria. Funding allocation to projects involving
interchange construction and reconstruction on the Principal Arterial system (regardiess of whether
the project is on the Principal Arterial or and intersecting “A” Minor Arterial) are made conditiona
on the successful completion of the Highway Interchange Requests Procedures described in Appendix
E of the Transportation Policy Plan. The applicant must list the documents and corresponding policy
numbers or portions of text that help illustrate the project’ s consistency.

RESPONSE:

The project must be included in, be part of, or address a transportation relate-te-a problem or need or
direction-discussed-identified in one of the following: 1) an approved loca or county comprehensive
plan found to be consistent with Metropolitan Council plans, 2) a localy approved capital
improvement program; 3) an officially adopted corridor study (trunk highway studies must be
approved by Mn/DOT and Metropolitan Council); or 4) the official plan or program of the applicant
agency. It also must not conflict with the goals and policies in these adopted regional plans; the 2030
Transportation Policy Plan (2010), the 2030 Regional Framework (2004), and the 2030 Regional
Parks Policy Plan (2010). The applicant must reference the appropriate comprehensive plan, CIP,
approved corridor study document, or other plan or program and provide copies of the applicable
pages.

RESPONSE:

The proposed project must be identified as on an “A” Minor Arterial Expander shown on the TAB
approved roadway functional classification map adopted by the TAB on or before April 15, 2009 and
recorded in the Council’s electronic file. The vast mgjority of the project must be physicaly located
on the "A" Minor Arterial Expander roadway between logical termini. The project may include
construction on small portions of non-eligible roads, as long as the construction is essential to the
operation of the entire project. Examples include but are not limited to reconstruction of the
approaches on intersecting collector roads and construction or reconstruction of on-ramps or off-
ramps. The applicant must provide a map or sketch of the project relative to the “A” Minor Arterial
Expander system.

RESPONSE:

At least seventy-five (75) percent of the length of the proposed “A” Minor Arteria Expander project
must be within the 2000 urbanized area defined by the Bureau of the Census or the 2020
Metropolitan Urban Service Area (MUSA) as defined in the local comprehensive plan accepted by
the Metropolitan Council; or if a route connects two MUSA areas and the Average Daily Traffic
(ADT) standards qualify the roadway segment for expansion. In either case, the entire project length
would be €eligible for federal funding. The applicant must provide a map or sketch of the project
relative to the urbanized area.

RESPONSE:
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5. STP funds are available for roadway construction and reconstruction on new alignments or within
exigting right-of-way, including associated construction or installation of traffic signals, signs,
utilities, bikeway or walkway components and public transit components. The cost of constructing a
new bridge deck or reconstructing an existing bridge deck is eigible but the remainder of the
superstructure and all elements of the substructure are not eigible. The applicant must describe the
proposed project and state that the application includes only the eligible components.

RESPONSE:

6. Studies, preliminary engineering, design, construction engineering, etc. are not eligible for STP
funding and should not be included in the required local match or the total project cost. Right-of-way
costs are not digible for STP funding and should not be included in the required non-federal match or
the total project cost. Noise barriers, drainage projects, fences, landscaping, etc., are not eligible for
STP funding as stand-alone projects, but are digible if included as part of a larger, eligible project.
The applicant must state that pre-construction work and ROW costs are hot part of the total project
cost in this application.

RESPONSE:

7. An STP construction or reconstruction project must be a permanent improvement. Traffic
management projects as part of a construction project are exempt from this policy. Temporary
construction is defined as work that must be essentially replaced in the immediate future (within 5
years). Staged construction is considered permanent rather than temporary so long as future stages
add to, rather than replace, previous work. The applicant must state that the proposed project is a
permanent improvement and does not replace any regionaly funded project that was opened to
traffic within five years.

RESPONSE:

8. Applicants can request up to a cap of $7,000,000 in STP funds for a specific “A” Minor Arteria
Expander project. Other federa funds may be combined with the requested STP funds, but the
source(s) must be identified in the application. The cost of preparing a project for funding
authorization can be substantial. For that reason, the project's federal cost must exceed $1,000,000.
The applicant must show the requested federal amount and total project cost on the cover page.

RESPONSE:

9. STP funds awarded in the regiona solicitation must be matched with non-federal funds. The non-
federal match for any STP project must be at least 20% of the total cost. The applicant must state
that it is responsible for the local (nonfederal) share. If the applicant expects any other agency to
provide all or part of the local match, the applicant must include a letter or resolution from the other
agency agreeing to participate financially in the project’s construction.

RESPONSE:
10. The applicant must include a letter from the agency with jurisdiction over the road indicating that it is
aware of and understands the project being submitted, and that it commits to operate and maintain the

facility for its design life and not change the use of any right-of-way acquired without prior approval
from MN/DOT and the Federa Highway Administration.

22



RESPONSE:
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“A” MINOR ARTERIAL - EXPANDER - PRIORITIZING CRITERIA

Applicants must respond to each of the following prioritizing criteria. Label your responses clearly. If a
criterion is not applicable to your project, explain why.

A. Relative importance of therouteasan “A” Minor Arterial Expander. 100 points
Although Expander routes are located in growing suburban communities, the relative importance of each
Expander is not the same. Some Expanders play a more significant role than others do in providing
roadway capacity in areas where travel demand cannot be met with the existing system of principal
arterials and public trangit service. Some Expanders are the only minor arterial roadway available to
provide medium and long-range trips for many miles. The following criteria are intended to measure the
relative importance of each Expander route submitted for funding in this solicitation.

Definition and characteristics of the Expander route.

0-100 points The applicant must respond to the two items below and provide a map to help
answer items @) and b). The Expander ‘route’ is defined as the uninterrupted
length of the arteria that provides medium to long trips in the expanding urban
area. The route may be an existing or planned road on the TAB adopted system.
The route may be longer than the proposed project and include more than one
street name, but it must be continuous. The endpoints of the route must be a
principal or other minor arterial, or the edge of the 2020 MUSA. Provide a map
showing the length of the Expander route and the closest paralel ‘A’ Minor or
Principal Arterials on both sides of the Expander. Two projects on the same
route will not be selected for funding unless they are at least 3.5 miles apart.
Points under this criterion are assigned based on the current and forecasted traffic
volume on the Expander route and the current transit ridership on the Expander
route.

a) Provide the current (2009) and forecasted (2030) average daily traffic
volume at two or more locations on the Expander route. MN/DOT 50-series
maps should be used for current counts. Use approved city or county
comprehensive plans, Met Council, accepted State Aid traffic factors by
county, or a transportation study with documented acceptable forecasting
methodology for forecasted volume.

RESPONSE:

b) Is public transit currently provided on this Expander route? If yes, what is
the average annud ridership? The applicant does not need to provide this
information in its funding application. Data will be provided by the
Metropolitan Council staff based on the project location map and description.

RESPONSE:

B. Deficiencies and Solutions on Expander. 300 points
Federal requirements outlined in the Transportation Equity Act for the 21% Century include seven
planning factors that must be addressed by states and metropolitan planning agencies when developing,
updating and implementing long-range surface transportation plans. The regional solicitation process is
one means of implementing regiona plans. The region's Transportation Policy Plan echoes the seven
federal planning factors by stating that the regional highway and street system will be preserved,
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managed, improved and expanded to support existing and planned land uses and safety and mobility
needs consistent with the regional Development Framework, the Transportation Policy Plan and approved
local and county comprehensive plans. The following criteria reflect these objectives.

1. Crash Reduction.

0-150 points Cadlculate the total number of crashes reduced due to improvements on the ‘A’
Minor Arterial Expander made by the proposed project. Points will be awarded
based on the total three-year number of crashes projected to be reduced by the
proposed project. The applicant must base the estimate of crash reduction on the
methodology found in Appendix E. The applicant must calculate the frequency
using the Mn/DOT TIS system average for calendar years 2007 through 2009. *

RESPONSE:

2. Air Quality. The Transportation Policy Plan strongly supports environmental considerations when
making transportation funding decisions. The Council supports funding priorities for transportation
projects that ensure prevention of air quality violations through the reduction of mobile source
emissions.

The applicant must show that the project will reduce emissions and help the region to maintain its
attainment of federal carbon monoxide standards. All assumptions and cal culations must be clearly
documented and explained in order to receive points. The applicant must include documentation of
how the VMT reduction was determined and specify the speed used for the assumptions. Speed
assumptions shall be based on the methodology found in Appendix F. Points under this criterion
will be awarded based on the reduction of carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and/or
volatile organic compounds (VOC) emissions the proposed project is expected to provide.

0-50 points The applicant must demonstrate through a quantitative analysis that CO, NOX,
and/or VOC emissions (in KILOGRAMS/DAY) will be reduced compared to the
no-build alternative. The applicant must estimate CO NOx, and/or VOC
emissions reductions using the MOBILE6 emissions factors and vehicle
emissions reduction worksheet in Appendix G.

RESPONSE:

3. Congestion Reduction.

0-100 points The applicant must show that the proposed project will reduce congestion at the
most congested location on the Expander. The applicant must include the current
volume to capacity (v/c) ratios in the AM and PM peak hours and the
improvement in the ratios resulting from the project. Projects that have low
exigting v/c ratios will receive less credit for the improvement resulting from the
project than projects that address a problematic existing v/c ratio. The applicant
must use the methodology, worksheet and look-up tables found in Appendix H.

* Applicants should request crash datafrom Mn/DOT as early as possible. An agency that wishesto
dispute the results of their crash data requests can contact Ryan Coddington at 651-234-7841 (or
Ryan.Coddington@state.mn.us) to reconcile those differences.
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The applicant must conduct a corridor analysis for new aignments, comparing
paralel routesthat will be affected by the project.

RESPONSE:

C. Cost Effectiveness. 275 points
The Regional Development Framework and Transportation Policy Plan document the need for adequate
transportation funding to implement regional transportation plans. The region must alocate
transportation funds in such a way that the selected projects provide the most benefit for the amount of
funding requested. Cost effectivenessis an essential component of the regional solicitation process. Cost
effectiveness cal culations must be based on the total cost of the project, not just the portion of the project
eligible for federa funding.

1. Crash Reduction.

0-125 points  The applicant must calculate the cost per crash reduced by the proposed project.
The applicant must divide the total cost of the project by the answer from
criterion B.1.

The applicant must obtain data on crashes for the existing section scheduled for
improvement from MN/DOT's TIS system, and must only use data from 2007
through 2009. The applicant must base the estimate of crash reduction on the
methodology found in Appendix E. Points will be awarded based on the relative
cost per crash reduced.

RESPONSE:

2. Air Quality

0-75points  The applicant must calculate the cost per kilogram that will be reduced by the
proposed project compared to the no-build alternative. The applicant must use
the estimated CO NOx, and/or VOC emissions reductions calculated in questions
B.3. and divide it into the total project cost.

RESPONSE:

3. Congestion reduction.

0-75points  The applicant must calculate the cost per increase in hourly person throughput
provided by the proposed improvement. The applicant must use the worksheet in
Appendix I. Points will be awarded based on the lowest cost per increase in
person throughput, but if there islittle congestion under existing conditions fewer
points will be awarded for increasing person throughput.

RESPONSE:

D. Development Framewor k | mplementation. 425 points

The Metropolitan Development Guide is comprised of the 2030 Regional Development Framework and
system plans for transportation, including highways, transit and aviation; water resources management;
and regional parks and trails. Together, the Development Framework and system plans create a vision for
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the region and are intended to help ensure the orderly, economical development of the seven-county area.
The Framework is organized around four overall goals:

o Efficient Growth. Work with local communities to accommodate growth in aflexible, connected
and efficient manner.

e Multi-modal Transportation. Plan and invest in multi-modal transportation choices, based on full
range of costs and benefits, to dow the growth of congestion and serve the region’ s economic
needs.

¢ Housing Choices. Encourage expanded choicesin housing locations and types, and improved
access to jobs and opportunities

o Natural Resource protection. Work with local and regiona partners to conserve, protect and
enhance the region’ s natural resources.

Under the Metropolitan Land Planning Act, local communities must prepare and submit to the Council
local comprehensive plans that are consistent with the Council’ s regional systems plans. Local
communities have submitted plans for 2030 and these have been reviewed by the Council.

1. Development Framework Planning Area Objectives 0-100 points
Strategies for regiona development relate directly to growth patterns within the region. The Framework
communities are identified according to their regional planning area designation which is based on its
geographic location, existing development patterns, forecast growth, planned land uses, and the
availability of infrastructure. The project’srelationship to Framewor k and TPP are addressed in the
qualifying criteria.

The objective of this section is to address the land use and transportation linkages and how the project
supports devel opment and the accommodation of growth for the communities affected.

What are the 2030 land uses proposed in the community(ies) adopted plan for the project area/corridor
affected? |dentify the TAZsthat lie partialy or wholly within the project limits.

RESPONSE:

How does the project support this 2030 land use plan in the project area? Refer to the land use map and
provide the land use categories and their description from the adopted local comprehensive plan.?

RESPONSE:

How does the project support 2030 forecasts for the project area? [ Council staff will evaluate this
criterion and will provide the following information to assist in the evaluation of thiscriterion: TAZ

2 Future Land Use map (planned land use 2030) and description for example: “low density residential—
Mostly single-family homes with some two-family homes and open space within or related to a
residential development at a gross density of 2 to 4 units per acre.” “residential mixed use—Residential at
agross density of 7 to 30 units per acre, neighborhood commercial uses may be appropriate.” “ General
Commercia—Broad range of businesses, generally highway-oriented, serving other businesses and City
residents and requiring buffering from surrounding residential areas.” “ Agriculture—primarily
agricultural purpose, including farming and horticulture, including farmstead or rural residence.”
[Examples from City of Coon Rapids Comprehensive Plan]
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Project Area demographic profile population, household, employment and retail employment. The
applicant does not need to provide aresponse.]

2. Progress Towards Affordable Housing Goals 0-50 points
NOTE: Information and analysis in this section will be provided by Council staff
Methodology for Evaluating Progress Made Towards Affordable Housing Goals

Upto ___ points can be awarded to a project, based upon a community’ s or group of communities
progress in addressing their affordable housing goals for 1996-2010.

For communitiesthat participate in the Livable communities Local Housing Incentives Program, data
from their 1996-2010 negotiated housing goals was used to determine the progress they have made
toward providing opportunities to address their affordable housing goals.

For communities that do not participate in the Local Housing Incentives Program, progress will be
measured against what the benchmarks were for their community in the Council’s LCA goal setting
methodology used in determining goals for 1996 to 2010.

Communities negotiated goals for both ownership and rental housing. Analysis consisted of comparing
the goal, progress made to date and determining the percentage of the goal achieved for both ownership
and rental combined.

Example of Analysis:
Negotiated Goal Progressto Date Overall Progress
Made - %
Renta Units 900 200
Ownership Units 200 125
Total Housng Units | 1,100 325 30%
Scoring:
Percent of Progress Made: Points Awarded:
90-100% 30
71-89% 25
51-70% 20
31-50% 15
11-30% 10
1-10% 5

For projects with 2 or more communities, scores are averaged and then applied to the project.
Communities that do not have negotiated goals are given the same average score of the other communities
within their group.

3. Land Use and Access Management Planning

The Development Framework includes support for connected land use patterns served by an
integrated street network. Access management along highways is a key component of planning
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for these objectives. In addition, various access management strategies can reduce crashes,
improve traffic flow, and add operational capacity for the applicable roadway. Higher scores will
be given to projects that are developed using a local access management plan and to projects
located in communities that have a regulatory framework established to protect and improve
access control in the future. Additional points will be awarded to projects that implement these
plans by reducing undesired access points.

0-100 pointsReference and describe the local access management plan used to develop the
proposed project, and describe the corresponding county or state access
management plan which supports the regiona road network. Higher scores will be
awarded to projects devel oped with an approach that is consistent with county or
state access management plans.

RESPONSE:

Provide and identify intersection spacing and signal spacing guidelines, and
driveway allowance criteria used for the proposed project and the corresponding
county or state access management guidelines.

RESPONSE:

Having the necessary regulatory framework is essential for protecting the efficient
functioning of the regional roadway network. Reference (adoption date) and
describe the local zoning and subdivision ordinance regulations that are in place to
maintain the access plan as adjacent properties are devel oped and/or redevel oped.
Higher scoreswill be awarded to projects in communities with existing or proposed
local support of the access management plan through existing regulations or
ordinances.

RESPONSE:

4. Corridor Access Management | mprovements

0-100 pointsProjects that help to implement the access management plan by removing or
modifying non-conforming access points will receive points in this criterion.
Identify the access |locations and access management that currently exists and that
will be allowed once the project is completed. Indicate by the following
classifications, the existing access |locations inconsistent with the proposed access
management approach and any access locations that will be modified:

i. Private Residentia Driveways/Field Entrances
RESPONSE:

j.  Low-Volume Private Driveways* (Under 500 trips per day)
RESPONSE:

k. High-Volume Private Driveways* (Over 500 trips per day)
RESPONSE:

[.  Public Streets

RESPONSE:

Private driveways may be commercial, industrial or institutional uses such as school or hospitals.

5—Land-Useand-Access Management-Planning

29



30



5. Integration

of Modes

0-75 points The Transportation Policy Plan requires that explicit consideration of all users of
the transportation system be considered in the planning and scoping phase of
roadway projects. The integration of modes criteria eval uate the value of the
proposed project in providing better accommodations for pedestrians, bicyclists,
transit and freight vehicles. Such accommodation should be provided within the
existing right-of-way and provide the same |level of access as motor vehicles unless
it is shown to be impractical. In such cases, the project may include facilitation of
such travel outside of the roadway right-of-way along a close parall€l route. “A”
Minor Expanders are routes that make connections between developing areas
outside the interstate ring. These roads may or may not be able to be served by
transit but serve rapidly growing areas of the region. Roadway improvements
provide an opportunity to improve non-motorized connectivity between these

growing aress.

Pedestrians. Examples of pedestrian i mprovements include construction or
reconstruction of walkways or multi-use paths, separating pedestrian wal kways from
vehicle traffic through the installation of a buffer such as a boulevard, and providing
pedestrian lighting. Equally important to improving pedestrian movement along the
project areaisimproving the safety and ease of pedestrian crossings of the
roadways. Some examples of these kinds of improvements are installation of
pedestrian countdown signals with crosswalks, reducing the effective crossing
distance by installing curb extensions and pedestrian medians, and reducing the
speed of vehicles making turning movements at intersections. Different treatments
are appropriate for different types of roadway conditions.

Include a map that shows all new or reconstr ucted walkways or multi-use paths
that will be constructed as part of this project aswell as all pathways that these
walkways will connect to and any potential pedestrian destinations such as
schools, residences, transit stops, parks, and businesses within ¥z mile of the
project areathat will be accessibleto pedestrians.

RESPONSE:

Bicyclists:. Examples of bicycle improvements include striping a bike lane or a
marked shoulder that is 5 feet wide or greater, installing an off-road pathway where
conditions favor one, and intersection treatments designed to reduce motor vehicle
and bicycle conflict. Different treatments are appropriate for different types of
roadway conditions.

Include a map that shows all new or reconstructed bikeways that will be
constructed (or striped) with this project, and show how they connect to an
existing or planned bikeway network. Also show potential destinations along
the roadway segment and within a ¥4 mile of the project area that will be
accessible with this bikeway networ k such as schools, parks residences, transit
stops, and businesses.
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RESPONSE:

Transit: Examples of transit improvements include improving accessibility to
transit stops by pedestrians, installing bus stop amenities for passengers, and placing
bus stops on the far side of intersections. In some cases, other improvements to the
roadway, including curb bump-outs for bus stops or the construction of bus lanes
can improve transit service reliability and speed aong the roadway.

Istheretranst service on the roadway? If so, what elements of this project will
enhance the mobility of transit vehicles, if any? What elements of this project
will improve passenger accessto transit stops?

RESPONSE:

Freight: Freight improvements will be evaluated on the role of the roadway in
providing freight mobility.

What is the current daily heavy commercial traffic along the project segment?
Is the roadway used to access any of the regional intermodal freight terminals
in Appendix J and does the road connect any of these terminalsto a freaway?

RESPONSE:

32



33






E. Maturity of Project Concept. 100 points
Projects selected through this solicitation will be programmed for construction in 2015 or 2016. That isa
fairly long time but it takes several years to complete preliminary engineering, environmental studies and
acquire right-of-way. The region must manage the federal fundsin each year of the TIP. Projectsthat are
not implemented in their original program year create problems. Proposed projects that have aready
completed some of the work is a plus. A schedule is important to know what kind of work might be
needed. Large projects that need right-of-way require more work than others that do not.

0-100 points  Applications involving construction must complete the project implementation
schedule found in Appendix K. A detailed schedule of eventsis expected for al
phases of the project. Applications involving non-construction projects must
include a detailed discussion of the timeframes involved for initiating and
completing each phase of planned activities. Points under this criterion are
assigned based on how many steps have been taken toward implementation of the
project. These stepsreflect afederally funded project development path.

RESPONSE: Please complete the project implementation schedule found in Appendix K.

TOTAL: 1,200 POINTS
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"A" MINOR ARTERIAL - CONNECTOR

DEFINITION: Connectors are those roads that provide good, safe, all-season connections among town
centers. Connectors aso link rural areas to principal arterials and other “A” minor arterials. Because of
their location predominantly in rural areas not intended for future urbanization, the improvement focusis
on safety and access management instead of capacity improvements. Approximately 300 miles have been
identified and are primarily county roads and MN/DOT trunk highways.

Connector projects must fall within one of the following types of projects: complete construction,
reconstruction or rehabilitation of a segment of roadway along the entire project length. Transit, bikeway
or walkway facilitiesin the corridor may be an integral project component.

“A” Minor Arterial - Connectors Purpose/Vision

The Regiona Development Framework envisions the region supporting a large agricultural area, a
diversified rural area and a number of rural centers. The Connectors will provide mobility needs for these
sub-areas and connect them to the region’s large urban complexes and to the adjacent counties. These
roads need to provide safe travel and to be kept in good condition.

GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESTRICTIONS

A construction project must be a permanent improvement between logical termini (roadways of equal or
higher functional classification) having independent utility. The term “independent utility” means the
project provides benefits to air quality, crash reduction, etc... by itself and does not depend on any
construction elements of the project being funded from other sources outside the regional solicitation,
excluding the required non-federal match.

The project must result in a completed segment which meets current design standards and which has an
anticipated service life approximately that of a new facility. The project, including staged projects, must
be structurally capable of handling al anticipated legal load limit vehicles. STP funds can be used for
transit facilities as part of the overall project, and can be requested within the Connector application.

STP funds can only be used for project implementation costs, such as excavation, construction, materials,
and clean-up. They cannot be used for right-of-way acquisition, study completion, engineering, design,
or other similar costs. Further, STP funds cannot be used for noise barriers, drainage projects, fences,
landscaping, or other similar costs as stand-alone projects. These items are eligible as part of a larger,
eligible congtruction project.

The benefits and costs of the project shall be estimated over the same eligible project length. The total
project cost is defined as all construction components including components ineligible for federa funds.
Thetota project cost does not include pre-construction costs or right-of-way.

Projects selected to receive federa funding through this solicitation will be programmed in the regional
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) in years 2015 or 2016. When the selected projects are
programmed, the TAB will add some percentage extra to both the federal award and the non-federa
match amount to account for any anticipated inflation. The inflated amount in the TIP will not be
adjusted further.
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“A” MINOR ARTERIAL - CONNECTOR - QUALIFYING CRITERIA

The applicant must show that the project meets al the following criteriato qualify for priority evaluation.
Answer each criterion in a numbered sequence. Failure to respond to any of the qualifying criteria
will result in arecommendation to disqualify your project.

1. The project must be consistent with the policies in the Metropolitan Council's officially adopted
Metropolitan Development Guide, which includes the Transportation Policy Plan (TPP) (2010) and
the Regional Development Framework (2004). Consistency with the TPP includes its appendix,
which contains the regional functiona classification criteria. Funding allocation to projects involving
interchange construction and reconstruction on the Principal Arterial system (regardless of whether
the project is on the Principal Arterial or and intersecting “A” Minor Arterial) are made conditional
on the successful completion of the Highway Interchange Reguests Procedures described in Appendix
E of the Transportation Policy Plan. The applicant must list the documents and corresponding policy
numbers or portions of text that help illustrate the project’ s consistency.

RESPONSE:

2 The project must be included in, be part of, or address a transportation relatete-a problem or need o
direction-discussed-identified in one of the following: 1) an approved local or county comprehensive
plan found to be consistent with Metropolitan Council plans;, 2) a localy approved capital
improvement program; 3) an officially adopted corridor study (trunk highway studies must be
approved by Mn/DOT and Metropolitan Council); or 4) the official plan or program of the applicant
agency. It also must not conflict with the goals and policies in these adopted regional plans; the 2030
Transportation Policy Plan (2010), the 2030 Regional Framework (2004), and the 2030 Regional
Parks Policy Plan (2010). The applicant must reference the appropriate comprehensive plan, CIP,
approved corridor study document, or other plan or program and provide copies of the applicable
pages.

RESPONSE:

3. The proposed project must be identified as on an “A” Minor Arterial Connector shown on the TAB
approved roadway functional classification map adopted by the TAB on or before April 15, 2009 and
recorded in the Council’s electronic file. The vast mgjority of the project must be physicaly located
on the "A" Minor Arterial Connector roadway between logica termini. The project may include
construction on small portions of non-eligible roads, as long as the construction is essential to the
operation of the entire project. Examples include but are not limited to reconstruction of the
approaches on intersecting collector roads and construction or reconstruction of on-ramps or off-
ramps. The applicant must provide a map or sketch of the project relative to the “A” Minor Arteria
Connector system.

RESPONSE:

4. STP funds are available for roadway construction and reconstruction on new alignments or within
existing right-of-way, including associated construction or installation of traffic signals, signs,
utilities, bikeway or walkway components and public transit components. The cost of constructing a
new bridge deck or reconstructing an existing bridge deck is eigible but the remainder of the
superstructure and all elements of the substructure are not digible. The applicant must describe the
proposed project and state that the application includes only the eligible components.
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RESPONSE:

5. Projects that add continuous lanes, or through capacity, are not eligible under the “A” Minor Arteria
Connector category.

RESPONSE:

6. Studies, preliminary engineering, design, construction engineering, etc. are not eligible for STP
funding and should not be included in the required local match or the total project cost. Right-of-way
costs are not digible for STP funding and should not be included in the required non-federal match or
the total project cost. Noise barriers, drainage projects, fences, landscaping, etc., are no eligible for
STP funding as stand-alone projects, but are igible if included as part of a larger, eligible project.
The applicant must state that pre-construction work and ROW costs are hot part of the total project
cost in this application.

RESPONSE:

7. An STP construction or reconstruction project must be a permanent improvement. Traffic
management projects as part of a construction project are exempt from this policy. Temporary
construction is defined as work that must be essentially replaced in the immediate future (within 5
years). Staged construction is considered permanent rather than temporary so long as future stages
add to, rather than replace, previous work. The applicant must state that the proposed project is a
permanent improvement and does not replace any regionaly funded project that was opened to
traffic within five years.

RESPONSE:

8. Applicants can request up to a cap of $5,500,000 in STP funds for a specific “A” Minor Arteria
Connector project. Other federal funds may be combined with the requested STP funds, but the
source(s) must be identified in the application. The cost of preparing a project for funding
authorization can be substantial. For that reason, the project's federal cost must exceed $1,000,000.
The applicant must show the requested federal amount and total project cost on the cover page.

RESPONSE:

9. STP funds awarded in the regiona solicitation must be matched with non-federal funds. The non-
federal match for any STP project must be at least 20% of the total cost. The applicant must state
that it is responsible for the local (nonfederal) share. If the applicant expects any other agency to
provide all or part of the local match, the applicant must include a letter or resolution from the other
agency agreeing to participate financially in the project’s construction.

RESPONSE:

10. The applicant must include a letter from the agency with jurisdiction over the road indicating that it is
aware of and understands the project being submitted, and that it commits to operate and maintain the
facility for its design life and not change the use of any right-of-way acquired without prior approval
from MN/DOT and the Federal Highway Administration.

RESPONSE:
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“A” MINOR ARTERIAL - CONNECTOR - PRIORITIZING CRITERIA

Applicants must respond to each of the following prioritizing criteria. Label your responses clearly. If a
criterion is not applicable to your project, explain why.

A. Relative importance of therouteasan “A” Minor Arterial Connector. 100 points
Although most Connector routes are outside the current and future urban area, the relative importance of
each Connector is not the same. Some Connectors play a more significant role than others do in
connecting rura growth centers to each other and the metro highway system. Some Connectors are the
only minor arterial roadway available to provide medium and long-range trips for many miles. The
following criteria are intended to measure the relative importance of each Connector route submitted for
funding in this solicitation.

1. Definition and characteristics of the Connector route.

0-100 points The applicant must respond to the two items below and provide a map to help
answer items a) and b). The Connector ‘route’ is defined as the uninterrupted
length of the arterial that serves medium and long trips outside the urbanized
area. The route may be an existing or planned road on the TAB adopted system.
The route may be longer than the proposed project and include more than one
street name, but it must be continuous. The endpoints of the route must be a
principal or other “A” minor arterial (or other minor arterial if the route extends
beyond the 7-county boundary), or the edge of the 2020 MUSA. Provide a map
showing the length of the Connector route and the closest paralel ‘A’ Minor or
Principal Arterials on both sides of the Connector, if any. Two projects on the
same route will not be selected for funding unless they are at least 3.5 miles
apart. Points under this criterion are assigned based on the number of years since
constructed or reconstructed, and the current and forecasted traffic volume on the
Connector route.

a) Inwhat year was the section to be improved built or reconstructed last? (the
most recent of the two dates should be provided)

RESPONSE:

b) Provide the current (2009) and forecasted (2030) average daily traffic
volume at two or more locations on the Connector route. MN/DOT 50-series
maps should be used for current counts. Use approved city or county
comprehensive plans, Met Council, accepted State Aid traffic factors by
county, or a transportation study with documented acceptable forecasting
methodology for forecasted volume.

RESPONSE:

B. Deficiencies and Solutions on Connector 425 points
Federal requirements outlined in the Transportation Equity Act for the 21% Century include seven
planning factors that must be addressed by states and metropolitan planning agencies when developing,
updating and implementing long-range surface transportation plans. The regional solicitation process is
one means of implementing regional plans. The region's Transportation Policy Plan echoes the seven
federal planning factors by stating that the regional highway and street system will be preserved,
managed, improved and expanded to support existing and planned land uses and safety and mobility
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needs consistent with the regional Devel opment Framework, the Transportation Policy Plan and approved
local and county comprehensive plans. The following criteria reflect these objectives.

1. Crash Reduction.

0-150 points

RESPONSE:

2. Goods Movement.

0-100 points

RESPONSE:

Calculate the total number of crashes reduced due to improvements on the ‘A’
Minor Arterial Connector made by the proposed project. Points will be awarded
based on the total three-year number of crashes projected to be reduced by the
proposed project. The applicant must base the estimate of crash reduction on the
methodology found in Appendix E. The applicant must calculate the frequency
using the Mn/DOT TIS system average for calendar years 2007 through 2009. *

Many Connectors were not built to accommodate 10 ton loads. All projects that
receive funding must meet this standard. This criterion gives points to those
projects with the greatest ton vehicle miles currently not meeting this standard
that will be built to this standard.

Provide the length of the project that does not accommodate 10 ton loads and the
ton vehicle miles that will be built to this standard. If your agency uses a risk
management philosophy for load postings, what is the appropriate load rating by
segment according to afilling weight deflectometer or other means? What isthe
existing weight restriction on this section of the roadway? Use the following
formulato calculate ton vehicle miles:

(2030 AADT/1000) x proj. length (mi.) x (10 ton — existing weight limit)

3. Shoulder Improvements and Non-motorized travel.

0-175 points

Worksheet for B.4.

(100 points) On rura highways, paved shoulders improve safety for the public.
Depending on the width they can provide a safer aternative for pedestrians and
bicyclists. This criterion provides points for the projects that today do not have
adequate paved shoulders but will add them as part of the proposed project, and
acknowledges some credit for providing additional gravel shoulders. The
worksheet below must be used to calculate the improvements to be made to
shoulders.

A B C D E F
Segment Length Existing Width | Existing Width Proposed Bx(E-DorC)
(feet) (unpaved) (paved) Width (paved)
+ ¥5* Proposed
Width

* Applicants should request crash datafrom Mn/DOT as early as possible. An agency that wishesto
dispute the results of their crash data requests can contact Ryan Coddington at 651-234-7841 (or
Ryan.Coddington@state.mn.us) to reconcile those differences.
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(unpaved)

WIN|F-

Etc...

Sum of column F =

Sum of column F divided by total project cost (for calculation of criterion C.3.) =

(75 points) In rural town centers, it is usualy appropriate to provide separate
facilities for pedestrian and bicycle movement including safe crossings. Examples of
pedestrian i mprovements include construction or reconstruction of walkways or
multi-use paths, separating pedestrian wa kways from vehicle traffic through the
installation of abuffer such as a boulevard, and providing pedestrian lighting.
Equally important to improving pedestrian movement along the project areais
improving the safety and ease of pedestrian crossings of the roadways. Some
examples of these kinds of improvements are installing curb extensions and
pedestrian medians to reduce effective crossing distances, installing pedestrian
signals and crossings, and reducing the speed of vehicles making turning
movements at intersections. Examples of bicycle improvements include striping a
bike lane or a marked shoulder that is 5 feet wide or greater, installing an off-road
pathway where conditions favor one, and intersection treatments designed to reduce
motor vehicle and bicycle conflict. Different treatments are appropriate for different
types of roadway conditions.

Include a map that shows all new or reconstructed walkways, multi-use paths
or bikelanegstriped shouldersthat will be constructed as part of this project as
well as all pathways that these walkways will connect to and any potential
edestrian destinations such as schools, residences, transit stops, parks, and
businesses within ¥z mile of the project area that will be accessble to

pedestrians.
RESPONSE:

C. Cost Effectiveness. 275 points
The Regional Development Framework and Transportation Policy Plan document the need for adequate
transportation funding to implement regional transportation plans. The region must alocate
transportation funds in such a way that the selected projects provide the most benefit for the amount of
funding requested. Cost effectivenessis an essential component of the regional solicitation process. Cost
effectiveness calculations must be based on the total cost of the project, not just the portion of the project
eigible for federa funding.

1. Crash Reduction.

0-125 points  The applicant must calculate the cost per crash reduced by the proposed project.
The applicant must divide the total cost of the project by the answer from
criterion B.1.

The applicant must obtain data on crashes for the existing section scheduled for

improvement from MN/DOT's TIS system, and must only use data from 2007
through 2009. The applicant must base the estimate of crash reduction on the
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methodology found in Appendix E. Points will be awarded based on the relative
cost per crash reduced.

RESPONSE:

2. Goods Movement

O-75points  This criterion gives points for the improved load carrying capability of the route
relative to the total cost of the proposed project. The applicant must divide the
ton vehicle miles not accommodating 10 ton loads (answer to criterion B.3.
above) by the total cost of the proposed project.

RESPONSE:

3. Shoulder Improvements

O-75points  This criterion gives points for the improvement to the shoulders relative to the
total cost of the proposed project. The answer is produced in the last row of the
worksheet used for answering criterion B.4.

RESPONSE:

D. Development Framework | mplementation. 300 points

The Metropolitan Development Guide is comprised of the 2030 Regional Development Framework and
system plans for transportation, including highways, transit and aviation; water resources management;
and regional parks and trails. Together, the Development Framework and system plans create avision for
the region and are intended to help ensure the orderly, economical development of the seven-county area.
The Framework is organized around four overall goals:

o Efficient Growth. Work with local communities to accommodate growth in aflexible, connected
and efficient manner.

e Multi-modal Transportation. Plan and invest in multi-modal transportation choices, based on full
range of costs and benefits, to dow the growth of congestion and serve the region’ s economic
needs.

e Housing Choices. Encourage expanded choicesin housing locations and types, and improved
access to jobs and opportunities

o Natural Resource protection. Work with local and regiona partners to conserve, protect and
enhance the region’ s natural resources.

Under the Metropolitan Land Planning Act, local communities must prepare and submit to the Council
local comprehensive plans that are consistent with the Council’ s regional systems plans. Local
communities have submitted plans for 2030 and these have been reviewed by the Council.

1. Development Framework Planning Area Objectives 0-100 points
Strategies for regiona development relate directly to growth patterns within the region. The Framework

communities are identified according to their regional planning area designation which is based on its
geographic location, existing development patterns, forecast growth, planned land uses, and the
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availability of infrastructure. The project’srelationship to Framewor k and TPP are addressed in the
qualifying criteria.

The objective of this section is to address the land use and transportation linkages and how the project
supports devel opment and the accommodation of growth for the communities affected.

What are the 2030 land uses proposed in the community(ies) adopted plan for the project area/corridor
affected? Identify the TAZsthat lie partialy or wholly within the project limits.

RESPONSE:

How does the project support this 2030 land use plan in the project area? Refer to the land use map and
provide the land use categories and their description from the adopted local comprehensive plan.®

RESPONSE:
How does the project support 2030 forecasts for the project area? [ Council staff will evaluate this
criterion and will provide the following information to assist in the evaluation of this criterion: TAZ
Project Area demographic profile population, household, employment and retail employment. The
applicant does not need to provide aresponse.]

2. Land Use and Access Management Planning

The Development Framework includes support for connected land use patterns served by an
integrated street network. Access management along highways is a key component of planning
for these objectives. In addition, various access management strategies can reduce crashes,
improve traffic flow, and add operational capacity for the applicable roadway. Higher scores will
be given to projects that are developed using a local access management plan and to projects
located in communities that have a regulatory framework established to protect and improve
access control in the future. Additional points will be awarded to projects that implement these

plans by reducing undesired access points.

0-100 pointsReference and describe the local access management plan used to develop the
proposed project, and describe the corresponding county or state access
management plan which supports the regiona road network. Higher scores will be
awarded to projects devel oped with an approach that is consistent with county or
state access management plans.

RESPONSE:

Provide and identify intersection spacing and signal spacing guidelines, and
driveway allowance criteria used for the proposed project and the corresponding
county or state access management guidelines.

3 Future Land Use map (planned land use 2030) and description for example: “low density residential—
Mostly single-family homes with some two-family homes and open space within or related to a
residential development at a gross density of 2 to 4 units per acre.” “residential mixed use—Residential at
agross density of 7 to 30 units per acre, neighborhood commercial uses may be appropriate.” “ General
Commercia—Broad range of businesses, generally highway-oriented, serving other businesses and City
residents and requiring buffering from surrounding residential areas.” “ Agriculture—primarily
agricultural purpose, including farming and horticulture, including farmstead or rural residence.”
[Examples from City of Coon Rapids Comprehensive Plan]



RESPONSE:

Having the necessary regulatory framework is essential for protecting the efficient
functioning of the regional roadway network. Reference (adoption date) and
describe the local zoning and subdivision ordinance regulations that are in place to
maintain the access plan as adjacent properties are devel oped and/or redevel oped.
Higher scores will be awarded to projectsin communities with existing or proposed
local support of the access management plan through existing regulations or
ordinances.

RESPONSE:

3. Corridor Access Management Improvements

0-100 pointsProjects that help to implement the access management plan by removing or
modifying non-conforming access points will receive points in this criterion.
Identify the access locations and access management that currently exists and that
will be allowed once the project is completed. Indicate by the following
classifications, the existing access |ocations inconsistent with the proposed access
management approach and any access locations that will be modified:

g. Private Residential Driveways/Field Entrances
RESPONSE:

r. Low-Volume Private Driveways* (Under 500 trips per day)
RESPONSE:

s. High-Volume Private Driveways * (Over 500 trips per day)
RESPONSE:

t. Public Streets

RESPONSE:

Private driveways may be commercial, industrial or institutional uses such as school or hospitals.

4—Land-Useand-Access Management-Planning
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E. Maturity of Project Concept. 100 points
Projects selected through this solicitation will be programmed for construction in 2015 or 2016. That isa
fairly long time but it takes several years to complete preliminary engineering, environmental studies and
acquire right-of-way. The region must manage the federa fundsin each year of the TIP. Projectsthat are
not implemented in their original program year create problems. Proposed projects that have aready
completed some of the work is a plus. A schedule is important to know what kind of work might be
needed. Large projects that need right-of-way require more work than others that do not.

0-100 points  Applications involving construction must complete the project implementation
schedule found in Appendix K. A detailed schedule of events is expected for all
phases of the project. Applications involving non-construction projects must
include a detailed discussion of the timeframes involved for initiating and
completing each phase of planned activities. Points under this criterion are
assigned based on how many steps have been taken toward implementation of the
project. These stepsreflect afederally funded project development path.

RESPONSE: See schedule in Appendix K.
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TOTAL: 1,200 POINTS
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"A" MINOR ARTERIAL - AUGMENTER

DEFINITION: Augmenters are roads that augment principal arterials within the 1-494/1-694 ring. The
principal arterial network in this area is mature; however, it is not sufficient in all cases relative to the
density of development that the network serves. In these situations, key minor arterials serve many long
trips. The Augmenter system is mature also and most arterials lack available right-of-way for additional
capacity improvements. Although the Transportation Policy Plan states that the improvement focusis on
providing additional capacity, the cost of acquiring right-of-way and building additional capacity in the
urban area is prohibitive. In this solicitation, the improvement will also focus on managing the existing
capacity to maximize the operating efficiency and multimodal opportunities on the Augmenter.

Augmenter projects must fall within one of the following types of projects: transportation system
management, complete construction, reconstruction or rehabilitation of a segment of roadway along the
entire project length; including transit, bikeway or walkway components in the corridor.

“*A” Minor Arterial - Augmenter Purpose/Vision

The Regiona Development Framework envisions a dense, mixed-use development pattern in the existing
urban area. The Augmenters are located within the 1-494/1-694 ring, which is virtualy fully developed
today but will experience significant redevelopment over the coming 25 years. The principa arteria
network in this area is not sufficient to meet the mobility needs of this area. Augmenters provide an
alternative for through traffic throughout this area.

GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESTRICTIONS

A construction project must be a permanent improvement between logical termini (roadways of equal or
higher functional classification) having independent utility. The term “independent utility” means the
project provides benefits to air quality, crash reduction, etc... by itself and does not depend on any
construction elements of the project being funded from other sources outside the regional solicitation,
excluding the required non-federal match.

The project must result in a completed segment which meets current design standards and which has an
anticipated service life approximately that of a new facility. The project, including staged projects, must
be structurally capable of handling all anticipated legal load limit vehicles. STP funds can be used for
transit facilities as part of the overall project, and can be requested within the Augmenter application.

STP funds can only be used for project implementation costs, such as excavation, construction, materials,
and clean-up. They cannot be used for right-of-way acquisition, study completion, engineering, design,
or other similar costs. Further, STP funds cannot be used for noise barriers, drainage projects, fences,
landscaping, or other similar costs as stand-alone projects. These items are eligible as part of a larger,
eligible congtruction project.

The benefits and costs of the project shall be estimated over the same eligible project length. The total
project cost is defined as all construction components including components ineligible for federal funds.
Thetota project cost does not include pre-construction costs or right-of-way.

Projects selected to receive federal funding through this solicitation will be programmed in the regional
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) in years 2015 or 2016. When the selected projects are
programmed, the TAB will add some percentage extra to both the federal award and the non-federal
match amount to account for any anticipated inflation. The inflated amount in the TIP will not be
adjusted further.
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"A" MINOR ARTERIAL - AUGMENTER - QUALIFYING CRITERIA

The applicant must show that the project meets al the following criteriato qualify for priority evaluation.
Answer each criterion in a numbered sequence. Failure to respond to any of the qualifying criteria
will result in arecommendation to disqualify your project.

1

The project must be consistent with the policies in the Metropolitan Council's officialy adopted
Metropolitan Development Guide, which includes the Transportation Policy Plan (TPP) (2010) and
the Regional Development Framework (2004). Consistency with the TPP includes its appendix,
which contains the regional functional classification criteria. Funding allocation to projects involving
interchange construction and reconstruction on the Principal Arterial system (regardless of whether
the project is on the Principal Arterial or and intersecting “A” Minor Arterial) are made conditional
on the successful completion of the Highway Interchange Requests Procedures described in Appendix
E of the Transportation Policy Plan. The applicant must list the documents and corresponding policy
numbers or portions of text that help illustrate the project’ s consistency.

RESPONSE:

The project must be included in, be part of, or address a transportation relate-te-a problem or need er
direction-discussed-identified in one of the following: 1) an approved loca or county comprehensive
plan found to be consistent with Metropolitan Council plans;, 2) a localy approved capital
improvement program; 3) an officially adopted corridor study (trunk highway studies must be
approved by Mn/DOT and Metropolitan Council); or 4) the official plan or program of the applicant
agency. It also must not conflict with the goals and policies in these adopted regional plans; the 2030
Transportation Policy Plan (2010), the 2030 Regional Framework (2004), and the 2030 Regional
Parks Policy Plan (2010). The applicant must reference the appropriate comprehensive plan, CIP,
approved corridor study document, or other plan or program and provide copies of the applicable
pages.

RESPONSE:

The proposed project must be identified as on an “A” Minor Arterial Augmenter shown on the TAB
approved roadway functional classification map adopted by the TAB on or before April 15, 2009 and
recorded in the Council’s electronic file. The vast mgjority of the project must be physicaly located
on the "A" Minor Arterial Augmenter roadway between logical termini. The project may include
construction on small portions of non-eligible roads, as long as the construction is essential to the
operation of the entire project. Examples include but are not limited to reconstruction of the
approaches on intersecting collector roads and construction or reconstruction of on-ramps or off-
ramps. The applicant must provide a map or sketch of the project relative to the “A” Minor Arteria
Augmenter system.

RESPONSE:

STP funds are available for roadway construction and reconstruction on new aignments or within
existing right-of-way, including associated construction or installation of traffic signals, signs,
utilities, bikeway or walkway components and public transit components. The cost of constructing a
new bridge deck or reconstructing an existing bridge deck is eigible but the remainder of the
superstructure and all elements of the substructure are not digible. The applicant must describe the
proposed project and state that the application includes only the eligible components.

RESPONSE:
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5. Studies, preliminary engineering, design, construction engineering, etc. are not eligible for STP
funding and should not be included in the required local match or the total project cost. Right-of-way
costs are not digible for STP funding and should not be included in the required non-federal match or
the tota project cost. Noise barriers, drainage projects, fences, landscaping, etc., are not eligible for
STP funding as stand-alone projects, but are digible if included as part of a larger, eligible project.
The applicant must state that pre-construction work and ROW costs are not part of the total project
cost in this application.

RESPONSE:

6. An STP construction or reconstruction project must be a permanent improvement. Traffic
management projects as part of a construction project are exempt from this policy. Temporary
construction is defined as work that must be essentialy replaced in the immediate future (within 5
years). Staged construction is considered permanent rather than temporary so long as future stages
add to, rather than replace, previous work. The applicant must state that the proposed project is a
permanent improvement and does not replace any regionaly funded project that was opened to
traffic within five years.

RESPONSE:

7. Applicants can request up to a cap of $7,000,000 in STP funds for a specific “A” Minor Arterial
Augmenter project. Other federal funds may be combined with the requested STP funds, but the
source(s) must be identified in the application. The cost of preparing a project for funding
authorization can be substantial. For that reason, the project's federal cost must exceed $1,000,000.
The applicant must show the requested federal amount and total project cost on the cover page.

RESPONSE:

8. STP funds awarded in the regiona solicitation must be matched with non-federa funds. The non-
federal match for any STP project must be at least 20% of the total cost. The applicant must state
that it is responsible for the local (nonfederal) share. |If the applicant expects any other agency to
provide all or part of the local match, the applicant must include a letter or resolution from the other
agency agreeing to participate financially in the project’s construction.

RESPONSE:

9. The applicant must include a letter from the agency with jurisdiction over the road indicating that it is
aware of and understands the project being submitted, and that it commits to operate and maintain the
facility for its design life and not change the use of any right-of-way acquired without prior approval
from MN/DOT and the Federal Highway Administration.

RESPONSE:
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“A” MINOR ARTERIAL - AUGMENTER - PRIORITIZING CRITERIA

Applicants must respond to each of the following prioritizing criteria. Label your responses clearly. If a
criterion is not applicable to your project, explain why.

A. Relativeimportance of therouteasan “A” Minor Arterial Augmenter. 125 points

Although all Augmenter routes are within the 1-494/1-694 beltway except one, the relative importance of
each Augmenter is not the same. Some Augmenters play a more significant role than others in providing
an aternative route for medium and long distance trips and reducing demand on metro area freeways.
The following criteria are intended to measure the relative importance of each Augmenter route submitted
for funding in this solicitation.

1.  Definition and characteristics of the Augmenter route.

0-125 points

The applicant must respond to all three items below and provide a map to help
answer items @) and b). The Augmenter ‘route’ is defined as the uninterrupted
length of the arterial that serves medium and long trips within the 1-494/694 ring.
The route may be an existing or planned road on the TAB adopted system. The
route may be longer than the proposed project and include more than one street
name, but it must be continuous. The endpoints of the route must be a principal
or other “A” minor arterial. Provide a map showing the length of the Augmenter
route and the closest parallel ‘A’ Minor or Principal Arterials on both sides of the
Augmenter. Two projects on the same route will not be selected for funding
unless they are at least 3.5 miles apart. Points under this criterion are assigned
based on the current and forecasted traffic volume on the Augmenter route, the
current transit ridership on the Augmenter route, and the years since last major
reconstruction of the applicable section of the Augmenter. More than one project
may receive the maximum points.

a) Provide the current (2009) and forecasted (2030) average daily traffic
volume at two or more locations on the Augmenter route. MN/DOT 50-
series maps should be used for current counts. Use approved city or county
comprehensive plans, Met Council, accepted State Aid traffic factors by
county, or a transportation study with documented acceptable forecasting
methodol ogy for forecasted volume.

RESPONSE:

b) Ispublic transit currently provided on this Augmenter route? If yes, what is
the average annud ridership? The applicant does not need to provide this
information in its funding application. Data will be provided by the
Metropolitan Council staff based on the project |ocation map and description.

RESPONSE:
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B. Deficiencies and Solutions on Augmenter 275 points

Federal requirements outlined in the Transportation Equity Act for the 21% Century include seven
planning factors that must be addressed by states and metropolitan planning agencies when developing,
updating and implementing long-range surface transportation plans. The regional solicitation process is
one means of implementing regiona plans. The region's Transportation Policy Plan echoes the seven
federal planning factors by stating that the regional highway and street system will be preserved,
managed, improved and expanded to support existing and planned land uses and safety and mobility
needs consistent with the regional Development Framework, the Transportation Policy Plan and approved
local and county comprehensive plans. The following criteria reflect these objectives.

1. Roadway Condition and Age

0-xxx points

What is the age and condition of the section of the Augmenter that is to be

reconstructed?

a In what year was the section of roadway to be improved built or
reconstructed last?

RESPONSE:

b. Provide the yvear each of the following to be improved was built or
reconstructed last?

Sidewalks/M ulti-use paths:
Lighting:

Surface water drainage:
Signal Systems:

Pavement:

c. What is the pavement management system (PMS) condition rating for this
section of roadway?

RESPONSE:

d. Is the entire section 10-ton rated? How much is not? Will the newly-
constructed roadway be reconstructed to be 10-ton rated?

RESPONSE:

2. Crash Reduction.

0-100 points

Calculate the total number of crashes reduced due to improvements on the ‘A’
Minor Arterial Augmenter made by the proposed project. Points will be awarded
based on the total three-year number of crashes projected to be reduced by the
proposed project. The applicant must base the estimate of crash reduction on the
methodology found in Appendix E. The applicant must calculate the frequency
using the Mn/DOT TIS system average for calendar years 2007 through 2009. *

* Applicants should request crash datafrom Mn/DOT as early as possible. An agency that wishesto
dispute the results of their crash data requests can contact Ryan Coddington at 651-234-7841 (or
Ryan.Coddington@state.mn.us) to reconcile those differences.



RESPONSE:

3. Air Quality. The Transportation Policy Plan strongly supports environmental considerations when
making transportation funding decisions. The Council supports funding priorities for transportation
projects that ensure prevention of air quality violations through the reduction of mobile source

emissions.

The applicant must show that the project will reduce emissions and help the region to maintain its
attainment of federal carbon monoxide standards. All assumptions and calculations must be clearly
documented and explained in order to receive points. The applicant must include documentation of
how the VMT reduction was determined and specify the speed used for the assumptions. Speed
assumptions shall be based on the methodology found in Appendix F. Points under this criterion will
be awarded based on the reduction of carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and/or volatile
organic compounds (VOC) emissions the proposed project is expected to provide.

0-100 points

RESPONSE:

The applicant must demonstrate through a quantitative analysis that CO, NOX,
and/or VOC emissions (in KILOGRAMS/DAY) will be reduced compared to the
no-build aternative. The applicant must estimate CO, NOx, and/or VOC
emissions reductions using the MOBILESb emissions factors and vehicle
emissions reduction worksheet in Appendix G.

4. Congestion Reduction.

RESPONSE:

0-75points  The applicant must show that the proposed project will reduce
congestion at the most congested location on the Augmenter. The applicant must
include the current volume to capacity (v/c) ratiosin the AM and PM peak hours
and the improvement in the ratios resulting from the project. Projects that have
low existing v/c ratios will receive less credit for the improvement resulting from
the project than projects that address a problematic existing v/c ratio. The
applicant must use the methodology, worksheet and look-up tables found in
Appendix H. The applicant must conduct a corridor analysis for new alignments,
comparing parallel routes that will be affected by the project. If no change to v/c
is being proposed or a 4-3 lane conversion is being proposed, the applicant
should describe activities that will improve traffic flow and show that the project
will not result in congested conditions.

C. Cost Effectiveness. 275 points

The Regional Development Framework and Transportation Policy Plan document the need for adequate
transportation funding to implement regional transportation plans. The region must alocate
transportation funds in such a way that the selected projects provide the most benefit for the amount of
funding requested. Cost effectivenessis an essential component of the regional solicitation process. Cost
effectiveness cal culations must be based on the total cost of the project, not just the portion of the project
eligible for federa funding.

1. Crash Reduction.
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0-125 points  The applicant must calculate the cost per crash reduced by the proposed project.
The applicant must divide the total cost of the project by the answer from
criterion B.1.
The applicant must obtain data on crashes for the existing section scheduled for
improvement from MN/DOT's TIS system, and must only use data from 2007
through 2009. The applicant must base the estimate of crash reduction on the
methodology found in Appendix E. Points will be awarded based on the relative
cost per crash reduced.
RESPONSE:
2. Air Quality
0-75points  The applicant calculate the cost per kilogram that will be reduced by the
proposed project compared to the no-build aternative. The applicant must use
the estimated CO, NOx, and/or VOC emissions reductions calculated in
guestions B.3. and divide it into the total project cost.
RESPONSE:
3. Congestion reduction.
0-75points  The applicant must calculate the cost per increase in hourly person throughput
provided by the proposed improvement. The applicant must use the worksheet in
Appendix |I. Points will be awarded based on the lowest cost per increase in
person throughput, but if there islittle congestion under existing conditions fewer
points will be awarded for increasing person throughput.
RESPONSE:
D. Development Framework I mplementation. 425 points

The Metropolitan Development Guide is comprised of the 2030 Regional Development Framework and
system plans for transportation, including highways, transit and aviation; water resources management;
and regional parks and trails. Together, the Devel opment Framework and system plans create a vision for
the region and are intended to help ensure the orderly, economical development of the seven-county area.
The Framework is organized around four overall goals:

Efficient Growth. Work with local communities to accommodate growth in aflexible, connected
and efficient manner.

Multi-modal Transportation. Plan and invest in multi-modal transportation choices, based on full
range of costs and benefits, to dow the growth of congestion and serve the region’ s economic

needs.

Housing Choices. Encourage expanded choices in housing locations and types, and improved
access to jobs and opportunities

Natural Resource protection. Work with local and regional partners to conserve, protect and
enhance the region’ s natural resources.
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Under the Metropolitan Land Planning Act, local communities must prepare and submit to the Council
local comprehensive plans that are consistent with the Council’ s regional systems plans. Local
communities have submitted plans for 2030 and these have been reviewed by the Council .

1. Development Framework Planning Area Objectives 0-100 points
Strategies for regiona development relate directly to growth patterns within the region. The Framework
communities are identified according to their regional planning area designation which is based on its
geographic location, existing development patterns, forecast growth, planned land uses, and the
availability of infrastructure. The project’srelationship to Framewor k and TPP are addressed in the
qualifying criteria.

The abjective of this section is to address the land use and transportation linkages and how the project
supports devel opment and the accommodation of growth for the communities affected.

What are the 2030 land uses proposed in the community(ies) adopted plan for the project arealcorridor
affected? |dentify the TAZsthat lie partialy or wholly within the project limits.

RESPONSE:

How does the project support this 2030 land use plan in the project area? Refer to the land use map and
provide the land use categories and their description from the adopted local comprehensive plan.*

RESPONSE:
How does the project support 2030 forecasts for the project area? [ Council staff will evaluate this
criterion and will provide the following information to assist in the evaluation of thiscriterion: TAZ
Project Area demographic profile population, household, employment and retail employment. The
applicant does not need to provide aresponse.]
2. Progress Towards Affordable Housing Goals 0-50 points
NOTE: Information and analysis in this section will be provided by Council staff

Methodol ogy for Evaluating Progress Made Towards Affordable Housing Goals

Upto ___ points can be awarded to a project, based upon a community’ s or group of communities
progress in addressing their affordable housing goals for 1996-2010.

4 Future Land Use map (planned land use 2030) and description for example: “low density residential—
Mostly single-family homes with some two-family homes and open space within or related to a
residential development at a gross density of 2 to 4 units per acre.” “residential mixed use—Residential at
agross density of 7 to 30 units per acre, neighborhood commercial uses may be appropriate.” “ General
Commercia—Broad range of businesses, generally highway-oriented, serving other businesses and City
residents and requiring buffering from surrounding residential areas.” “ Agriculture—primarily
agricultural purpose, including farming and horticulture, including farmstead or rural residence.”
[Examples from City of Coon Rapids Comprehensive Plan]
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For communities that participate in the Livable communities Local Housing Incentives Program, data
from their 1996-2010 negotiated housing goal s was used to determine the progress they have made
toward providing opportunities to address their affordable housing goals.

For communities that do not participate in the Local Housing Incentives Program, progress will be
measured against what the benchmarks were for their community in the Council’s LCA goal setting
methodology used in determining goals for 1996 to 2010.

Communities negotiated goals for both ownership and rental housing. Analysis consisted of comparing
the goal, progress made to date and determining the percentage of the goal achieved for both ownership
and rental combined.

Example of Anaysis:
Negotiated Goal Progressto Date Overall Progress
Made - %
Renta Units 900 200
Ownership Units 200 125
Total Housing Units | 1,100 325 30%
Scoring:
Percent of Progress Made: Points Awarded:
90-100% 30
71-89% 25
51-70% 20
31-50% 15
11-30% 10
1-10% 5

For projects with 2 or more communities, scores are averaged and then applied to the project.
Communities that do not have negotiated goals are given the same average score of the other communities
within their group.

3. Land Use and Access Management Planning

The Development Framework includes support for connected land use patterns served by an
integrated street network. Access management along highways is a key component of planning
for these objectives. In addition, various access management strategies can reduce crashes,
improve traffic flow, and add operational capacity for the applicable roadway. Higher scores will
be given to projects that are developed using a local access management plan and to projects
located in communities that have a regulatory framework established to protect and improve
access control in the future. Additional points will be awarded to projects that implement these
plans by reducing undesired access points.

0-60 points Reference and describe the local access management plan used to develop the
proposed project, and describe the corresponding county or state access
management plan which supports the regiona road network. Higher scores will be
awarded to projects devel oped with an approach that is consistent with county or
state access management plans.
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RESPONSE:
Provide and identify intersection spacing and signal spacing guidelines, and
driveway allowance criteria used for the proposed project and the corresponding
county or state access management guidelines.

RESPONSE:

Having the necessary regulatory framework is essential for protecting the efficient
functioning of the regional roadway network. Reference (adoption date) and
describe the local zoning and subdivision ordinance regulations that are in place to
maintain the access plan as adjacent properties are devel oped and/or redevel oped.
Higher scoreswill be awarded to projects in communities with existing or proposed
local support of the access management plan through existing regulations or
ordinances.

RESPONSE:

4. Corridor Access Management | mprovements

0-60 points Projects that help to implement the access management plan by removing or
maodifying non-conforming access points will receive pointsin this criterion.
Identify the access locations and access management that currently exists and that
will be allowed once the project is completed. Indicate by the following
classifications, the existing access locations inconsistent with the proposed access
management approach and any access locations that will be modified:

Private Residentia Driveways

RESPONSE:

Low-Volume Private Driveways* (Under 500 trips per day)
RESPONSE:

High-Volume Private Driveways * (Over 500 trips per day)
RESPONSE:

Public Streets

RESPONSE:

Private driveways may be commercial, industrial or institutional uses such as school or hospitals.

5—Land-Yse-and-AccessManagement-Planning
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5. Integration of Modes

0-155 pointsThe Transportation Policy Plan requires that explicit consideration of all users of
the transportation system be considered in the planning and scoping phase of
roadway projects. The integration of modes criteria eval uate the value of the
proposed project in providing better accommodations for pedestrians, bicyclists,
transit and freight vehicles. Such accommodation should be provided within the
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existing right-of-way and provide the same |level of access as motor vehicles unless
it is shown to be impractical. In such cases, the project may include facilitation of
such travel outside of the roadway right-of-way along a close parall€e route. “A”
Minor Augmenters provide important regiona connectivity within the more densely
developed areainside of the interstate ring. Most Augmenters carry significant
transit traffic and are located in more densely popul ated areas that are the most
conducive in the region to travel by modes other than automobiles. In addition to
providing through capacity for motor vehicles, they carry significant amounts of
transit, bicycle, and pedestrian traffic.

Pedestrians. Examples of pedestrian improvements include construction or
reconstruction of walkways or multi-use paths, separating pedestrian walkways from
vehicle traffic through the installation of a buffer such as a boulevard, and providing
pedestrian lighting. Equally important to improving pedestrian movement along the
project areaisimproving the safety and ease of pedestrian crossings of the
roadways. Some examples of these kinds of improvements are installation of
pedestrian countdown signals with crosswalks, reducing the effective crossing
distance by installing curb extensions and pedestrian medians, and reducing the
speed of vehicles making turning movements at intersections. Different treatments
are appropriate for different types of roadway conditions.

Include a map that shows all new or reconstr ucted walkways or multi-use paths
that will be constructed as part of this project aswell as all pathways that these
walkways will connect to and any potential pedestrian destinations such as
schools, residences, transit stops, parks, and businesses within ¥z mile of the
project areathat will be accessibleto pedestrians.

RESPONSE:

Bicyclists. Examples of bicycle improvements include striping a bike lane or a
marked shoulder that is 5 feet wide or greater, installing an off-road pathway where
conditions favor one, and intersection treatments designed to reduce motor vehicle
and bicycle conflict. Different treatments are appropriate for different types of
roadway conditions.

Include a map that shows all new or reconstructed bikeways that will be
constructed (or striped) with this project, and show how they connect to an
existing or planned bikeway network. Also show potential destinations along
the roadway segment and within a ¥4 mile of the project area that will be
accessible with this bikeway networ k such as schools, parks residences, transit
stops, and businesses.

RESPONSE:

Transit: Examples of transit improvements include improving accessibility to
transit stops by pedestrians, installing bus stop amenities for passengers, and placing
bus stops on the far side of intersections. In some cases, other improvements to the
roadway, including curb bump-outs for bus stops or the construction of bus lanes
can improve transit service reliability and speed aong the roadway.
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Istheretransit service on the roadway? | f so, what e ements of this project will
enhance the mobility of transit vehicles, if any? What elements of this project
will improve passenger accessto transit stops?

RESPONSE:

Freight: Freight improvements will be evaluated on the role of the roadway in
providing freight mobility.

What is the current daily heavy commercial traffic along the project segment?
Is the roadway used to access any of the regional intermodal freight terminals
in Appendix J and doestheroad connect any of theseterminalsto a freeway?

RESPONSE:
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E. Maturity of Project Concept. 100 points
Projects selected through this solicitation will be programmed for construction in 2015 or 2016. That isa
fairly long time but it takes several years to complete preliminary engineering, environmental studies and
acquire right-of-way. The region must manage the federa fundsin each year of the TIP. Projectsthat are
not implemented in their original program year create problems. Proposed projects that have aready
completed some of the work is a plus. A schedule is important to know what kind of work might be
needed. Large projects that need right-of-way require more work than others that do not.

0-100 points  Applications involving construction must complete the project implementation
schedule found in Appendix K. A detailed schedule of eventsis expected for al
phases of the project. Applications involving non-construction projects must
include a detailed discussion of the timeframes involved for initiating and
completing each phase of planned activities. Points under this criterion are
assigned based on how many steps have been taken toward implementation of the
project. These stepsreflect afederally funded project development path.

RESPONSE: Please complete the project implementation schedule found in Appendix K.

TOTAL: 1,200 POINTS
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NON-FREEWAY PRINCIPAL ARTERIAL

DEFINITION: Principal Arterials are high-speed, high-capacity highways, including freeways and
expressways, that make up the metropolitan highway system. About 660 miles in total length, these
routes carry the longest trips in the region and provide the highest speeds available during peak traffic
periods. They connect the Metropolitan Urban Service Area (MUSA) with urban areas and major cities
in Minnesota and other states. Within the MUSA, they interconnect the metropolitan centers, regional
business concentrations, important transportation terminals, and large ingtitutional facilities.

Within the regional solicitation process, only principal arterials of non-freeway design are digible for
funding. Principal Arterial projects must fall within one of the following types of projects: transportation
system management, complete construction, reconstruction or rehabilitation of a segment of principal
arterial along the entire project length, interchange construction, or conversion to a freeway design; and
may include transit, bikeway or walkway components in the corridor.

Principal Arterial (Non-Freeway Design) Purpose/Vision

The Regional Development Framework anticipates a metropolitan area with over 3,600,000 people and
2,120,000 jobs by 2030. The dominant form of transportation to jobs, schools and personal business is
the automobile. The principal arteria highways carry the longest trips in the region and provide the
highest speeds available.

GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESTRICTIONS

A construction project must be a permanent improvement between logical termini (roadways of equal or
higher functional classification) having independent utility. The term “independent utility” means the
project provides benefits to air quality, crash reduction, etc... by itself and does not depend on any
construction elements of the project being funded from other sources outside the regional solicitation,
excluding the required non-federal match.

The project must result in a completed segment which meets current design standards and which has an
anticipated service life approximately that of a new facility. The project, including staged projects, must
be structurally capable of handling al anticipated legal load limit vehicles. STP funds can be used for
transit facilities as part of the overall project, and can be requested within the Non-Freeway Principal
Arterial application.

STP funds can only be used for project implementation costs, such as excavation, construction, materials,
and clean-up. They cannot be used for right-of-way acquisition, study completion, engineering, design,
or other similar costs. Further, STP funds cannot be used for noise barriers, drainage projects, fences,
landscaping, or other similar costs as stand-alone projects. These items are eligible as part of a larger,
eligible congtruction project.

The benefits and costs of the project shall be estimated over the same eligible project length. The total
project cost is defined as all construction components including components ineligible for federa funds.
Thetota project cost does not include pre-construction costs or right-of-way.

Projects selected to receive federal funding through this solicitation will be programmed in the regional
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) in years 2015 or 2016. When the selected projects are
programmed, the TAB will add some percentage extra to both the federal award and the non-federa
match amount to account for any anticipated inflation. The inflated amount in the TIP will not be
adjusted further.
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NON-FREEWAY PRINCIPAL ARTERIAL - QUALIFYING CRITERIA

The applicant must show that the project meets al the following criteriato qualify for priority evaluation.
Answer each criterion in a numbered sequence. Failure to respond to any of the qualifying criteria
will result in arecommendation to disqualify your project.

1

The project must be consistent with the policies in the Metropolitan Council's officialy adopted
Metropolitan Development Guide, which includes the Transportation Policy Plan (TPP) (2010) and
the Regional Development Framework (2004). Consistency with the TPP includes its appendix,
which contains the regional functional classification criteria. Funding allocation to projects involving
interchange construction and reconstruction on the Principal Arterial system (regardless of whether
the project is on the Principal Arterial or and intersecting “A” Minor Arterial) are made conditional
on the successful completion of the Highway Interchange Requests Procedures described in Appendix
E of the Transportation Policy Plan. The applicant must list the documents and corresponding policy
numbers or portions of text that help illustrate the project’ s consistency.

RESPONSE:

The project must be included in, be part of, or address a transportation relate-te-a problem or need oF
direction-discussed-identified in one of the following: 1) an approved loca or county comprehensive
plan found to be consistent with Metropolitan Council plans, 2) a localy approved capita
improvement program; 3) an officialy adopted corridor study (trunk highway studies must be
approved by Mn/DOT and Metropolitan Council); or 4) the official plan or program of the applicant
agency. It also must not conflict with the goals and policies in these adopted regional plans; the 2030
Transportation Policy Plan (2010), the 2030 Regional Framework (2004), and the 2030 Regional
Parks Policy Plan (2010). The applicant must reference the appropriate comprehensive plan, CIP,
approved corridor study document, or other plan or program and provide copies of the applicable
pages.

RESPONSE:

The proposed project must be identified as on a Non-Freeway Principal Arteria shown on the TAB
approved roadway functional classification map adopted by the TAB on or before April 15, 2009 and
recorded in the Council’s electronic file. The vast mgjority of the project must be physicaly located
on the Non-Freeway Principa Arterial roadway between logical termini. The project may include
construction on small portions of non-eligible roads, as long as the construction is essential to the
operation of the entire project. Examples include but are not limited to reconstruction of the
approaches on intersecting collector roads and construction or reconstruction of on-ramps or off-
ramps. The applicant must provide a map or sketch of the project relative to the Non-Freeway
Principal Arterial system.

RESPONSE:

STP funds are available for roadway construction and reconstruction on new aignments or within
existing right-of-way, including associated construction or installation of traffic signals, signs,
utilities, bikeway or walkway components and public transit components. The cost of constructing a
new bridge deck or reconstructing an existing bridge deck is eigible but the remainder of the
superstructure and all elements of the substructure are not digible. The applicant must describe the
proposed project and state that the application includes only the eligible components.

RESPONSE:
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5. Studies, preliminary engineering, design, construction engineering, etc. are not eligible for STP
funding and should not be included in the required local match or the total project cost. Right-of-way
costs are not digible for STP funding and should not be included in the required non-federal match or
the total project cost. Noise barriers, drainage projects, fences, landscaping, etc., are not eligible for
STP funding as stand-alone projects, but are igible if included as part of a larger, eligible project.
The applicant must state that pre-construction work and ROW costs are hot part of the total project
cost in this application.

RESPONSE:

6. An STP construction or reconstruction project must be a permanent improvement. Traffic
management projects as part of a construction project are exempt from this policy. Temporary
construction is defined as work that must be essentially replaced in the immediate future (within 5
years). Staged construction is considered permanent rather than temporary so long as future stages
add to, rather than replace, previous work. The applicant must state that the proposed project is a
permanent improvement and does not replace any regionaly funded project that was opened to
traffic within five years.

RESPONSE:

7. Applicants can request up to a cap of $7,000,000 in STP funds for a specific Non-Freeway Principal
Arterial project. Other federa funds may be combined with the requested STP funds, but the
source(s) must be identified in the application. The cost of preparing a project for funding
authorization can be substantial. For that reason, the project's federal cost must exceed $1,000,000.
The applicant must show the requested federal amount and total project cost on the cover page.

RESPONSE:

8. STP funds awarded in the regiona solicitation must be matched with non-federal funds. The non-
federal match for any STP project must be at least 20% of the total cost. The applicant must state
that it is responsible for the local (nonfederal) share. If the applicant expects any other agency to
provide all or part of the local match, the applicant must include a letter or resolution from the other
agency agreeing to participate financially in the project’ s construction.

RESPONSE:

9. The applicant must include aletter from the agency with jurisdiction over the road indicating that it is
aware of and understands the project being submitted, and that it commits to operate and maintain the
facility for its design life and not change the use of any right-of-way acquired without prior approval
from MN/DOT and the Federal Highway Administration.

RESPONSE:

68



NON-FREEWAY PRINCIPAL ARTERIAL - PRIORITIZING CRITERIA

Applicants must respond to each of the following prioritizing criteria. Label your responses clearly. If a
criterion is not applicable to your project, explain why.

A. Relative importance of therouteasa Principal Arterial. 100 points
Principal arterias are the most heavily traveled roads in the region, carrying 53% of the total vehicle
miles of travel. Non-freeway Principal Arterial generally do not carry as much traffic as controlled-
access freeways, but are important to mobility within the metro area and connect the Twin Cities to other
parts of Minnesota and Wisconsin. Non-freeway Principal Arterials are located in the urban core, the
developed and developing suburbs and in rural areas. Although all non-freeway Principal Arterials are
part of the metropolitan highway system, the relative importance of each is not the same. Some non-
freeway Principal Arterials play a more significant role than others in providing roadway capacity for
autos, trucks and transit buses. In some cases, it isthe only arteria roadway available to provide medium
and long-range trips for many miles. The following criteria are intended to measure the relative
importance of each Principal Arteria route submitted for funding in this solicitation.

1 Definition and characteristics of the Principal Arterial route.

0-100 points The applicant must respond to the two items below and provide a map to help
answer items @) and b). The Principa Arteria ‘route is defined as the
uninterrupted length of the arteria that provides medium to long trips in the
seven-county metropolitan area. The route may be an existing or planned road
on the TAB adopted system. The route may be longer than the proposed project
and include freeway sections, but it must be continuous and include only the
portion of the roadway designated as a Principal Arterial and be of a non-freeway
design. The endpoints of the route must be a principal or other minor arterial, or
the boundary of the seven-county region. Two submittals on the same route must
be at least 7 miles apart. Provide a map showing the length of the Principa
Arterial route and the closest paralel ‘A’ Minor or Principa Arterials on both
sides of the Principal Arterial. Points under this criterion are assigned based on
the current and forecasted traffic volume on the Principal Arterial route and the
current transit ridership on the Principa Arteria route.

a) Provide the current (2009) and forecasted (2030) average daily traffic
volume at two or more locations on the Principal Arterial route. MN/DOT
50-series maps should be used for current counts. Use approved city or
county comprehensive plans, Met Council, accepted State Aid traffic factors
by county, or a transportation study with documented acceptable forecasting
methodol ogy for forecasted volume.

RESPONSE:

b) Is public transit currently provided on this Principa Arteria route? If yes,
what is the average annual ridership? The applicant does not need to provide
this information in its funding application. Data will be provided by the
Metropolitan Council staff based on the project |ocation map and description.

RESPONSE:
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B.

Deficiencies and Solutionson Principal Arterial. 275 points

Federal requirements outlined in the Transportation Equity Act for the 21% Century include seven
planning factors that must be addressed by states and metropolitan planning agencies when developing,
updating and implementing long-range surface transportation plans. The regional solicitation process is
one means of implementing regiona plans. The region's Transportation Policy Plan echoes the seven
federal planning factors by stating that the regional highway and street system will be preserved,
managed, improved and expanded to support existing and planned land uses and safety and mobility
needs consistent with the regional Development Framework, the Transportation Policy Plan and approved
local and county comprehensive plans. The following criteria reflect these objectives.

1

Crash Reduction.

0-150 points Calculate the total number of crashes reduced due to improvements on the
Principal Arterial made by the proposed project. Points will be awarded based on
the total three-year number of crashes projected to be reduced by the proposed
project. The applicant must base the estimate of crash reduction on the
methodology found in Appendix E. The applicant must calculate the frequency
using the Mn/DOT TIS system average for calendar years 2007 through 2009. *

RESPONSE:

Air Quality. The Transportation Policy Plan strongly supports environmental considerations when
making transportation funding decisions. The Council supports funding priorities for transportation
projects that ensure prevention of air quality violations through the reduction of mobile source
emissions.

The applicant must show that the project will reduce emissions and help the region to maintain its
attainment of federal carbon monoxide standards. All assumptions and cal culations must be clearly
documented and explained in order to receive points. The applicant must include documentation of
how the VMT reduction was determined and specify the speed used for the assumptions. Speed
assumptions shall be based on the methodology found in Appendix F. Points under this criterion
will be awarded based on the reduction of carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and/or
volatile organic compounds (VOC) emissions the proposed project is expected to provide and if the
project is near an air quality monitoring site.

0-50 points The applicant must demonstrate through a quantitative analysis that CO, NOX,
and/or VOC emissions (in KILOGRAMS/DAY) will be reduced compared to the
no-build aternative. The applicant must estimate CO, NOx, and/or VOC
emissions reductions using the MOBILE6 emissions factors and vehicle
emissions reduction worksheet in Appendix G.

RESPONSE:

Congestion Reduction.

0-75points  The applicant must show that the proposed project will reduce
congestion at the most congested location on the Principal Arterial. The

* Applicants should request crash datafrom Mn/DOT as early as possible. An agency that wishesto
dispute the results of their crash data requests can contact Ryan Coddington at 651-234-7841 (or
Ryan.Coddington@state.mn.us) to reconcile those differences.
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C.

RESPONSE:

applicant must include the current volume to capacity (v/c) ratiosin the AM and
PM peak hours and the improvement in the ratios resulting from the project.
Projects that have low existing v/c ratios will receive less credit for the
improvement resulting from the project than projects that address a problematic
exigting v/c ratio. The applicant must use the methodol ogy, worksheet and |ook-
up tables found in Appendix H. The applicant must conduct a corridor analysis
for new alignments, comparing parallel routes that will be affected by the project.

Cost Effectiveness. 300 points

The Regional Development Framework and Transportation Policy Plan document the need for adequate
transportation funding to implement regional transportation plans. The region must alocate
transportation funds in such a way that the selected projects provide the most benefit for the amount of
funding requested. Cost effectivenessis an essential component of the regional solicitation process. Cost
effectiveness cal culations must be based on the total cost of the project, not just the portion of the project
eligible for federa funding.

1. Crash Reduction.
0-125 points  The applicant must calculate the cost per crash reduced by the proposed project.
The applicant must divide the total cost of the project by the answer from
criterion B.1.
The applicant must obtain data on crashes for the existing section scheduled for
improvement from MN/DOT's TIS system, and must only use data from 2007
through 2009. The applicant must base the estimate of crash reduction on the
methodology found in Appendix E. Points will be awarded based on the relative
cost per crash reduced.
RESPONSE:
2. Air Quality
O-75points  The applicant caculate the cost per kilogram that will be reduced by the
proposed project compared to the no-build alternative. The applicant must use
the estimated CO, NOx, and/or VOC emissions reductions calculated in
questions B.3. and divide it into the total project cost.
RESPONSE:
3. Congestion reduction.
0-100 points  The applicant must calculate the cost per increase in hourly person throughput
provided by the proposed improvement. The applicant must use the worksheet in
Appendix |I. Points will be awarded based on the lowest cost per increase in
person throughput, but if there islittle congestion under existing conditions fewer
points will be awarded for increasing person throughput.
RESPONSE:
D. Development Framework I mplementation. 425 points
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The Metropolitan Development Guide is comprised of the 2030 Regional Development Framework and
system plans for transportation, including highways, transit and aviation; water resources management;
and regional parks and trails. Together, the Devel opment Framework and system plans create avision for
the region and are intended to help ensure the orderly, economical development of the seven-county area.
The Framework is organized around four overall goals:

o Efficient Growth. Work with local communities to accommodate growth in aflexible, connected
and efficient manner.

e Multi-modal Transportation. Plan and invest in multi-modal transportation choices, based on full
range of costs and benefits, to dow the growth of congestion and serve the region’ s economic
needs.

e Housing Choices. Encourage expanded choicesin housing locations and types, and improved
access to jobs and opportunities

o Natural Resource protection. Work with local and regiona partners to conserve, protect and
enhance the region’ s natural resources.

Under the Metropolitan Land Planning Act, local communities must prepare and submit to the Council
local comprehensive plans that are consistent with the Council’ s regional systems plans. Local
communities have submitted plans for 2030 and these have been reviewed by the Council .

1. Development Framework Planning Area Objectives 0-100 points
Strategies for regiona development relate directly to growth patterns within the region. The Framework
communities are identified according to their regional planning area designation which is based on its
geographic location, existing development patterns, forecast growth, planned land uses, and the
availability of infrastructure. The project’srelationship to Framewor k and TPP are addressed in the
qualifying criteria.

The objective of this section is to address the land use and transportation linkages and how the project
supports devel opment and the accommodation of growth for the communities affected.

What are the 2030 land uses proposed in the community(ies) adopted plan for the project area/corridor
affected? Identify the TAZs that lie partialy or wholly within the project limits.

RESPONSE:

How does the project support this 2030 land use plan in the project area? Refer to the land use map and
provide the land use categories and their description from the adopted local comprehensive plan.®

RESPONSE:

5 Future Land Use map (planned land use 2030) and description for example: “low density residential—
Mostly single-family homes with some two-family homes and open space within or related to a
residential development at a gross density of 2 to 4 units per acre.” “residential mixed use—Residential at
agross density of 7 to 30 units per acre, neighborhood commercial uses may be appropriate.” “ General
Commercia—Broad range of businesses, generally highway-oriented, serving other businesses and City
residents and requiring buffering from surrounding residential areas.” “ Agriculture—primarily
agricultural purpose, including farming and horticulture, including farmstead or rural residence.”
[Examples from City of Coon Rapids Comprehensive Plan]
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How does the project support 2030 forecasts for the project area? [ Council staff will evaluate this
criterion and will provide the following information to assist in the evaluation of this criterion: TAZ
Project Area demographic profile population, household, employment and retail employment. The
applicant does not need to provide aresponse.]

2. Progress Towards Affordable Housing Goals 0-50 points
NOTE: Information and analysis in this section will be provided by Council staff
Methodology for Evaluating Progress Made Towards Affordable Housing Goal's

Upto ___ points can be awarded to a project, based upon a community’ s or group of communities
progress in addressing their affordable housing goals for 1996-2010.

For communities that participate in the Livable communities Local Housing Incentives Program, data
from their 1996-2010 negotiated housing goal s was used to determine the progress they have made
toward providing opportunities to address their affordable housing goals.

For communities that do not participate in the Local Housing Incentives Program, progress will be
measured against what the benchmarks were for their community in the Council’s LCA goal setting
methodology used in determining goals for 1996 to 2010.

Communities negotiated goals for both ownership and rental housing. Analysis consisted of comparing
the goal, progress made to date and determining the percentage of the goal achieved for both ownership
and rental combined.

Example of Anaysis:
Negotiated Goal Progressto Date Overall Progress
Made - %
Renta Units 900 200
Ownership Units 200 125
Total Housing Units | 1,100 325 30%
Scoring:
Percent of Progress Made: Points Awarded:
90-100% 30
71-89% 25
51-70% 20
31-50% 15
11-30% 10
1-10% 5

For projects with 2 or more communities, scores are averaged and then applied to the project.
Communities that do not have negotiated goals are given the same average score of the other communities
within their group.

3. Land Use and Access Management Planning
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The Development Framework includes support for connected land use patterns served by an
integrated street network. Access management along highways is a key component of planning
for these objectives. In addition, various access management strategies can reduce crashes,
improve traffic flow, and add operational capacity for the applicable roadway. Higher scores will
be given to projects that are developed using a local access management plan and to projects
located in communities that have a regulatory framework established to protect and improve
access control in the future. Additional points will be awarded to projects that implement these
plans by reducing undesired access points.

0-100 pointsReference and describe the local access management plan used to develop the
proposed project, and describe the corresponding county or state access
management plan which supports the regiona road network. Higher scores will be
awarded to projects devel oped with an approach that is consistent with county or
state access management plans.

RESPONSE:

Provide and identify intersection spacing and signal spacing guidelines, and
driveway allowance criteria used for the proposed project and the corresponding
county or state access management guidelines.

RESPONSE:

Having the necessary regulatory framework is essential for protecting the efficient
functioning of the regional roadway network. Reference (adoption date) and
describe the local zoning and subdivision ordinance regulations that are in place to
maintain the access plan as adjacent properties are devel oped and/or redevel oped.
Higher scoreswill be awarded to projects in communities with existing or proposed
local support of the access management plan through existing regulations or
ordinances.

RESPONSE:

4. Corridor Access Management |mprovements

0-100 pointsProjects that help to implement the access management plan by removing or
modifying non-conforming access points will receive points in this criterion.
Identify the access |locations and access management that currently exists and that
will be allowed once the project is completed. Indicate by the following
classifications, the existing access locations inconsistent with the proposed access
management approach and any access locations that will be modified:

Private Residential Driveways/Field Entrances
RESPONSE:

Low-Volume Private Driveways* (Under 500 trips per day)
RESPONSE:

High-Volume Private Driveways* (Over 500 trips per day)
RESPONSE:

Public Streets

RESPONSE:

Private driveways may be commercial, industrial or institutional uses such as school or hospitals.
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5. Integration of Modes

0-75 points The Transportation Policy Plan requires that explicit consideration of all users of
the transportation system be considered in the planning and scoping phase of
roadway projects. The integration of modes criteria evaluate the value of the
proposed project in providing better accommodations for pedestrians, bicyclists,
transit and freight vehicles. Such accommodation should be provided within the
existing right-of-way and provide the same |level of access as motor vehicles unless
it is shown to be impractical. In such cases, the project may include facilitation of
such travel outside of the roadway right-of-way along a close parall€el route.
Principal Arterials are the highest capacity highways that make up the metropolitan
highway system and carry single occupant vehicles, freight vehicles, and express
buses. With some exceptions, non-motorized travel is not well-suited to travel
aongside non-freeway principa arterials but without careful planning and
devel opment, this roadway type can be abarrier to such travel because it has high
speeds, and provides few and difficult crossing opportunities.

Pedestrians:. Examples of pedestrian improvements include construction or
reconstruction of walkways or multi-use paths, separating pedestrian walkways from
vehicle traffic through the installation of a buffer such as a boulevard, and providing
pedestrian lighting. Equally important to improving pedestrian movement along the
project areaisimproving the safety and ease of pedestrian crossings of the
roadways. Some examples of these kinds of improvements are installation of
pedestrian countdown signals with crosswalks, reducing the effective crossing
distance by installing curb extensions and pedestrian medians, and reducing the
speed of vehicles making turning movements at intersections. Different treatments
are appropriate for different types of roadway conditions.

Include a map that shows all new or reconstr ucted walkways or multi-use paths
that will be constructed as part of this project aswell as all pathways that these
walkways will connect to and any potential pedestrian destinations such as
schools, residences, transit stops, parks, and businesses within ¥4 mile of the
project areathat will be accessible to pedestrians.

RESPONSE:

Bicyclists:. Examples of bicycle improvements include striping a bike lane or a
marked shoulder that is 5 feet wide or greater, installing an off-road pathway where
conditions favor one, and intersection treatments designed to reduce motor vehicle
and bicycle conflict. Different treatments are appropriate for different types of
roadway conditions.

Include a map that shows all new or reconstructed bikeways that will be
constructed (or striped) with this project, and show how they connect to an
existing or_planned bikeway network. Also show potential destinations along
the roadway segment and within a ¥4 mile of the project area that will be
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accessible with this bikeway networ k such as schools, parks residences, transit
stops, and businesses.

RESPONSE:

Transit: Examples of transit improvements include improving accessibility to
transit stops by pedestrians, installing bus stop amenities for passengers, and placing
bus stops on the far side of intersections. In some cases, other improvements to the
roadway, including curb bump-outs for bus stops or the construction of bus lanes
can improve transit service reliability and speed aong the roadway.

Istheretranst service on the roadway? If so, what elements of this project will
enhance the mobility of transit vehicles, if any? What elements of this project
will improve passenger accessto transit stops?

RESPONSE:

Freight: Freight improvements will be evaluated on the role of the roadway in
providing freight mobility.

What is the current daily heavy commercial traffic along the project segment?
Is the roadway used to access any of the regional intermodal freight terminals
in Appendix J and does the road connect any of these terminalsto a freaway?

RESPONSE:
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RESPONSE————
E. Maturity of Project Concept. 100 points

Projects selected through this solicitation will be programmed for construction in 2015 or 2016. That isa
fairly long time but it takes several years to complete preliminary engineering, environmental studies and
acquire right-of-way. The region must manage the federal fundsin each year of the TIP. Projectsthat are
not implemented in their original program year create problems. Proposed projects that have aready
completed some of the work is a plus. A schedule is important to know what kind of work might be
needed. Large projects that need right-of-way require more work than others that do not.

0-100 points  Applications involving construction must complete the project implementation
schedule found in Appendix K. A detailed schedule of eventsis expected for al
phases of the project. Applications involving non-construction projects must
include a detailed discussion of the timeframes involved for initiating and
completing each phase of planned activities. Points under this criterion are
assigned based on how many steps have been taken toward implementation of the
project. These stepsreflect afederally funded project development path.

RESPONSE: Please complete the project implementation schedule found in Appendix K.

TOTAL: 1,200 POINTS
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BIKEWAYSand WALKWAYS

DEFINITION--Bikeway/wakway projects must meet one or both of the following definitions to qualify
for further evaluation:

A BICYCLE TRANSPORTATION FACILITY DESIGNED PURSUANT TO AN OVERALL PLAN
FOR THE TRANSPORTATION USE OF BICYCLES, OR OTHER VEHICLES PROPELLED BY
HUMAN POWER. Specifically, a "bicycle transportation facility" means new or improved lanes, bike
paths, marked bike routes or shoulders for use by bicyclists serving mgjor traffic generators. STP funds
may be used for traffic control devices, shelters, and parking facilities for bicycles when integrated with a
major bicycle facility. Improvements in safety, speed and attractiveness must receive high priority in the
design of bicycle facilities to enable bicycling to compete as an alternative mode of transportation.

A PEDESTRIAN TRANSPORTATION FACILITY DESIGNED PURSUANT TO AN OVERALL
PLAN AND DESIGNATED FOR THE USE OF PEDESTRIANS. Pedestrian transportation facilities are
defined as new or improved paths, skyways, traffic control devices, shelters and other capita
improvements designed to accommodate pedestrian needs.

Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities Purpose/Vision

The region’s transportation plan recognizes travel on foot and by bicycle as important elements of
transportation. These modes are critica to transit friendly land uses that are denser and mixed in their
development patterns. The pedestrian and bicyclist both support and are supported by this development
pattern. Facilities provided through this process will support the region’s bicycle and pedestrian systems
by filling gaps and overcoming barriers, thereby providing additional access and mobility to the region’s
residents and a cost-effective alternative to driving on congested roadways.

GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESTRICTIONS

Bicycle or walkway projects which fail to meet the definition of a "major bicycle transportation facility"
or “pedestrian transportation facility” should consider other forms of funding. One possible source is the
Transportation Enhancement Program (TE), found elsewhere in this document. Bicycle and pedestrian
facilities are eligible under the TE program and the criteria are less restrictive.

A construction project must be a permanent improvement having independent utility. The term
“independent utility” means the project provides benefits described in the application by itself and does
not depend on any construction elements of the project being funded from other sources outside the
regional solicitation, excluding the required non-federal match.

The applicant must attach a map, with scale and north arrow, highlighting the proposed project and all
existing and planned bikeways or walkways clearly marked and labeled as to construction type (separate
bike/walk path, bike/walk lanes/paved shoulders or signed bike/walk routes). The applicant shall also
provide maps showing how the proposed project is connected to or a part of the existing and/or planned
system of bicycle/pedestrian facilities, typical cross-sections of the facility for each segment where the
design changes, and cross section continuity where the project connects to the existing system.

Proposed designs for bikeways and for combined bike/pedestrian facilities must meet MN/DOT State Aid
standards, and take consideration of MN/DOT Bicycle Transportation Planning and Design Guidelines.
Exceptions to the State Aid standards are granted during final design based on socia, economic or
environmental alternatives, not through this solicitation process. Failure to meet the standards or justify
exemptions will result in the loss of federal funds.

Projects selected to receive federal funding through this solicitation will be programmed in the regional

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) in years 2015 or 2016. When the selected projects are
programmed, the TAB will add some percentage extra to both the federal award and the non-federa
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match amount to account for any anticipated inflation. The inflated amount in the TIP will not be
adjusted further.

BIKEWAYSand WALKWAYS- QUALIFYING CRITERIA

The applicant must show that the project meets al the following criteriato qualify for priority evaluation.
Answer each criterion in a numbered sequence. Failure to respond to any of the qualifying criteria
will result in arecommendation to disqualify your project.

1. The applicant must demonstrate that the bikeway or walkway project is consistent with adopted
regiona plans; namely, the Metropolitan Council's Development Guide, including the Transportation
Policy Plan and the Regional Development Framework. The applicant must identify how the project
is consistent with the adopted plans, and cite which specific plans, policies, and/or sections of text are
applicable, and on which pages they can be found.

RESPONSE:

2 The project must be included in, be part of, or address a transportation relate-te-a problem or need o
direction-discussed-identified in one of the following: 1) an approved local or county comprehensive
plan found to be consistent with Metropolitan Council plans, 2) a localy approved capital
improvement program; 3) an officially adopted corridor study (trunk highway studies must be
approved by Mn/DOT and Metropolitan Council); or 4) the official plan or program of the applicant
agency. It also must not conflict with the goals and policies in these adopted regional plans; the 2030
Transportation Policy Plan (2010), the 2030 Regiona Framework (2004), and the 2030 Regional
Parks Policy Plan (2010). The applicant must reference the appropriate comprehensive plan, CIP,
approved corridor study document, or other plan or program and provide copies of the applicable

RESPONSE:

3. A construction project must be a permanent improvement having independent utility. The term
“independent utility” means the project provides benefits described in the application by itself and
does not depend on any construction elements of the project being funded from other sources outside
the regional solicitation, excluding the required non-federal match. The applicant must state that the
proposed construction project is a permanent improvement.

RESPONSE:

4. STP funds for bikeways and walkways are intended for facilities that provide an alternative mode of
travel for purposeful trips, such as commuting or shopping. The applicant must demonstrate that the
proposed facility serves a significant transportation purpose rather than only arecreational purpose.

RESPONSE:

5. If the project provides a grade separated crossing over a significant barrier such as arailroad or trunk
highway, the applicant must demonstrate that the project is designed to prevent, discourage or
minimize at-grade crossings. The applicant must further demonstrate that the project is designed to
prohibit crossing for a reasonable distance in each direction from the crossing so as to maximize the
usefulness of the grade separation.

RESPONSE:

6. TAB will not provide funds for normal sidewalk construction or reconstruction adjacent to
functionally classified local or collector streets.

RESPONSE:
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7. STP funds for bikeway and walkway facilities can only be used for project implementation costs,
including construction, right of way acquisition, materias, and clean-up. STP funds cannot be used
for study completion, engineering, design, or other similar costs and should not be included in the
total project cost or non-federa match. Further, STP funds cannot be used for noise barriers,
drainage projects, fences, landscaping, or other similar costs as stand-alone projects, but are eligible if
included as part of alarger otherwise eligible project.

RESPONSE:

8. The applicant must demonstrate that the facility will be available to and serve the genera public.
Skyways that connect two private buildings are not eligible. A skyway must connect to a public
building and be open to the public during the same hours as the system of skyways to which the
proposed project islinked. Bikeways must also be accessible and available to the general public.

RESPONSE:

9. The applicant must include a letter from the agency with jurisdiction over the final project indicating
that it is aware of the project and agrees to operate and maintain the project for its useful life. The
applicant must assure that it will not change the use of any right-of-way acquired without prior
approval from the Minnesota Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration.

RESPONSE:

10. Applicants can request up to a cap of $5,500,000 in STP funds for a specific Bikeway/Walkway
project. Other federal funds may be combined with the requested STP funds, but the source(s) must
be identified in the application. The cost of preparing a project for funding authorization can be
substantial. For that reason, the project's federal cost must exceed $250,000. The applicant must
show the requested federal amount and total project cost on the cover page. One unit of government,
such as a county, could "package" more than one small project to meet the minimum level. A project
may include separate but related el ements and support facilities that are not at the same location.

RESPONSE:

11. STP funds awarded in the regional solicitation must be matched with non-federa funds. The non-
federal match for any STP project must be at least 20% of the total cost. The applicant must state
that it is responsible for the local (nonfederal) share. If the applicant expects any other agency to
provide all or part of the local match, the applicant must include a letter or resolution from the other
agency agreeing to participate financially in the project’ s construction.

RESPONSE:
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BIKEWAYSand WALKWAYS-PRIORITIZING CRITERIA

Applicants must respond to each of the following prioritizing criteria. Label your responses clearly. If a
criterion is not applicable to your project, explain why.

B. Facility Type. 250 points

Points under this criterion are assigned in relation to how significant the barrier is that will be
crossed and how well the project improves network connectivity. Added points are assigned
given the importance of the separate segments to be connected.

The applicant should address either criteria B-1 or B-2, whichever best describes the project
being proposed. If the project includes both spot facilities to overcome barriers and system
segments, complete both B-1 and B-2, and the average score will be used to award up to 200
points.

B-1.  Spot Facilitiesto Remove Barriers.

0-250 points The applicant must provide the following information describing the
barrier to be overcome and the bike/pedestrian facility to be used for this
purpose.

a Magnitude of barrier, i.e., width, elevation differences; if barrier is a
roadway: number of lanes, average daily traffic, posted speed, etc.
RESPONSE:

b. Ease of closing or overcoming the barrier using the proposed project
relative to the next easiest alternative remaining after construction of
the proposed project, expressed in distance and elevation changes.

RESPONSE:
B-2.  System Segments.



0-250 points The applicant must demonstrate how the project contributes to the
continuous and connected implementation of a significant e ement(s) of
the system plan(s):

a. ldentify the number, location and length of segments and routes of
exigting and planned bicycle/walkway facilities that will connect to
the proposed project.

RESPONSE:

b. Maximum grade and length thereof for bicycles/pedestrians.
RESPONSE:

c.  Number of stops per mile for bicycles/pedestrians.
RESPONSE:

C. Potential Use. 250 points

0-250 points The Transportation Advisory Board staff will perform all calculations in
items a, b. and c. for each proposed project as long as the proposa
includes a Twin Cities area location map and a detailed scaled map
showing the project limits and length. Traffic analysis zones that
encompass or abut the proposed project will be valued at 100%. Traffic
analysis zones within one mile of the project will be valued at 50%. The
applicant must answer item d. below.

a. 2000 population density of traffic analysis zones within one mile of
the proposed project.

b. 2000 employment density of traffic analysis zones within one mile of
the proposed project.

C. 2000 college/university enrollment of traffic analysis zones within
one mile of the proposed project.

d. Describe how the proposed bikeway/walkway project will provide
more direct connections between trip origins and destinations.
Project will be scored based on this response and on an analysis of
network connectivity improvements.

RESPONSE:

D. Cost Effectiveness. 200 points
The Transportation Advisory Board staff will perform all calculations in item D using Metropolitan
Council forecasts as long as the proposal includes a Twin Cities area location map and a detailed, scaled
map of the project showing limits and length. Traffic analysis zones that encompass or abut the proposed
project will be valued at 100%. Traffic analysis zones within one mile of the project will be valued at
50%. Cost effectiveness calculations must be based on the total cost of the project, not just the portion of
the project eligible for federal funding.

D-1. 0-50points  Tota cost of the project (federal and match) divided by the total
population (2000) within traffic analysis zones within one mile of the
project limits.

D-2. 0-50points  Tota cost of the project (federal and match) divided by the total future

population (2030) within traffic analysis zones within one mile of the
project limits.
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D-3. 0-50points  Tota cost of the project (federa and match) divided by the total
employment (2000) within traffic analysis zones within one mile of the
project limits.

D-4. 0-50points  Tota cost of the project (federal and match) divided by the total future
employment (2030) within traffic analysis zones within one mile of the
project limits.

E. Safety/Security. 100 points

0-100 points Points will be given based on how well the project addresses safety
issues and aims to eliminate existing or potential safety hazards. Discuss
any safety-related issues that will be addressed by the project. Include
any available project site-related safety data, e.g., crash data, number of
conflict points to be eliminated by the project by type of conflict
(bicyclist/pedestrian, bicyclist/vehicle, pedestrian/vehicle), reduction or
elimination of steep grades, provision of signage, etc. The applicant
shall provide an evaluation of security needs for the project location and
how the project will provide security measures consistent with those
needs.

RESPONSE:

F. Development Framewor k | mplementation 200 Points

The Metropolitan Development Guide is comprised of the 2030 Regional Development Framework and
system plans for transportation, including highways, transit and aviation; water resources management;
and regional parks and trails. Together, the Devel opment Framework and system plans create a vision for
the region and are intended to help ensure the orderly, economical development of the seven-county area.
The Framework is organized around four overall goals:

o Efficient Growth. Work with local communities to accommodate growth in aflexible, connected
and efficient manner.

e Multi-modal Transportation. Plan and invest in multi-modal transportation choices, based on full
range of costs and benefits, to dow the growth of congestion and serve the region’ s economic
needs.

e Housing Choices. Encourage expanded choicesin housing locations and types, and improved
access to jobs and opportunities

o Natural Resource protection. Work with local and regiona partners to conserve, protect and
enhance the region’ s natural resources.

Under the Metropolitan Land Planning Act, local communities must prepare and submit to the Council
local comprehensive plans that are consistent with the Council’ s regional systems plans. Local
communities have submitted plans for 2030 and these have been reviewed by the Council .

1. Development Framework Planning Area Objectives 0-100 points
Strategies for regiona development relate directly to growth patterns within the region. The Framework

communities are identified according to their regional planning area designation which is based on its
geographic location, existing development patterns, forecast growth, planned land uses, and the
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availability of infrastructure. The project’srelationship to Framewor k and TPP are addressed in the
qualifying criteria.

The objective of this section is to address the land use and transportation linkages and how the project
supports devel opment and the accommodation of growth for the communities affected.

What are the 2030 land uses proposed in the community(ies) adopted plan for the project area/corridor
affected? Identify the TAZsthat lie partialy or wholly within the project limits.

RESPONSE:

How does the project support this 2030 land use plan in the project area? Refer to the land use map and
provide the land use categories and their description from the adopted local comprehensive plan.®

RESPONSE:

How does the project support 2030 forecasts for the project area? [ Council staff will evaluate this
criterion and will provide the following information to assist in the evaluation of this criterion: TAZ
Project Area demographic profile population, household, employment and retail employment. The
applicant does not need to provide aresponse.]

2. Progress Towards Affordable Housing Goals 0-50 points
NOTE: Information and analysis in this section will be provided by Council staff
Methodol ogy for Evaluating Progress Made Towards Affordable Housing Goals

Upto___ pointscan be awarded to a project, based upon a community’s or group of communities
progress in addressing their affordable housing goals for 1996-2010.

For communities that participate in the Livable communities Local Housing Incentives Program, data
from their 1996-2010 negotiated housing goals was used to determine the progress they have made
toward providing opportunities to address their affordable housing goals.

For communities that do not participate in the Local Housing Incentives Program, progress will be
measured against what the benchmarks were for their community in the Council’s LCA goal setting
methodology used in determining goals for 1996 to 2010.

Communities negotiated goals for both ownership and rental housing. Analysis consisted of comparing
the goal, progress made to date and determining the percentage of the goal achieved for both ownership
and rental combined.

6 Future Land Use map (planned land use 2030) and description for example: “low density residential—
Mostly single-family homes with some two-family homes and open space within or related to a
residential development at a gross density of 2 to 4 units per acre.” “residential mixed use—Residential at
agross density of 7 to 30 units per acre, neighborhood commercial uses may be appropriate.” “ General
Commercia—Broad range of businesses, generally highway-oriented, serving other businesses and City
residents and requiring buffering from surrounding residential areas.” “ Agriculture—primarily
agricultural purpose, including farming and horticulture, including farmstead or rural residence.”
[Examples from City of Coon Rapids Comprehensive Plan]
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Example of Analysis:

Negotiated Goal Progressto Date Overall Progress
Made - %
Renta Units 900 200
Ownership Units 200 125
Total Housng Units | 1,100 325 30%
Scoring:
Percent of Progress Made: Points Awarded:
90-100% 30
71-89% 25
51-70% 20
31-50% 15
11-30% 10
1-10% 5

For projects with 2 or more communities, scores are averaged and then applied to the project.
Communities that do not have negotiated goals are given the same average score of the other communities
within their group.

3. Integration of Modes

0-50 points The project proposa will receive a higher score under this criterion if it improves
bicycle or pedestrian access to transit routes. Provide a map that shows all transit
stops, stations and park & ride lots that will be reachable by the facility.

RESPONSE:

G. Maturity of Project Concept. 200 points
Projects selected through this solicitation will be programmed for construction in 2015 or 2016. That isa
fairly long time but it takes several years to complete preliminary engineering, environmental studies and
acquire right-of-way. The region must manage the federa fundsin each year of the TIP. Projectsthat are
not implemented in their original program year create problems. Proposed projects that have aready
completed some of the work is a plus. A schedule is important to know what kind of work might be
needed. Large projects that need right-of-way require more work than others that do not.

0-100 points  Applications involving construction must complete the project implementation
schedule found in Appendix K. A detailed schedule of eventsis expected for al
phases of the project. Applications involving non-construction projects must
include a detailed discussion of the timeframes involved for initiating and
completing each phase of planned activities. Points under this criterion are
assigned based on how many steps have been taken toward implementation of the
project. These stepsreflect afederally funded project devel opment path.

TOTAL: 1,200 POINTS
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Federal CMAQ Funding Application — Transit Expansion

INSTRUCTIONS: Return the completed application to Kevin Roggenbuck, Transportation Coordinator, Office Use Only
Transportation Advisory Board, 390 North Robert St., St. Paul, Minnesota 55101. (651)
602-1728. Form 1 needs to be filled out electronically. Please go to Metropolitan
Council’'s website for instructions. Applications must be received by 5:00 PM or
postmarked on June 15, 2009. *Be sure to complete and attach the Project
Information form. (Form 2)

|. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. APPLICANT:

2. JURISDICTIONAL AGENCY (IF DIFFERENT):

3. MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE: 4. COUNTY:

5. CONTACT PERSON: TITLE: PHONE NO.
( )

6. CONTACT E-MAIL ADDRESS:

II. PROJECT INFORMATION

7. PROJECT NAME:

8. BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION (Include location, road name, type of improvement, etc... A more complete description
must be submitted separately as described in Specific Requirement #3 on P.5):

9. INDICATE PROJECT OR PROGRAM CONSTRUCTION LETTING, COMPLETION, OR FULLY OPERATIONAL DATES.:

[ll. PROJECT FUNDING

10. Are you applying for funds from another source(s) to implement this project?  Yes [ ] No []

If yes, please identify the source(s):

10. FEDERAL AMOUNT: $ 15. REQUESTED PROGRAM YEAR: []2015 [ 12016
11. MATCH AMOUNT: $ 16. SIGNATURE

12. PROJECT TOTAL: $

13. MATCH % OF PROJECT TOTAL: 17. TITLE:

14. SOURCE OF MATCH FUNDS:




Federal CM AQ Funding Application — System M anagement

INSTRUCTIONS: Return the completed application to Kevin Roggenbuck, Transportation Coordinator, Office Use Only
Transportation Advisory Board, 390 North Robert St., St. Paul, Minnesota 55101. (651)
602-1728. Form 1 needs to be filled out electronically. Please go to Metropolitan
Council’'s website for instructions. Applications must be received by 5:00 PM or
postmarked on June 15, 2009. *Be sure to complete and attach the Project
Information form. (Form 2)

|. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. APPLICANT:

2. JURISDICTIONAL AGENCY (IF DIFFERENT):

3. MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE: 4. COUNTY:

5. CONTACT PERSON: TITLE: PHONE NO.
( )

6. CONTACT E-MAIL ADDRESS:

II. PROJECT INFORMATION

7. PROJECT NAME:

8. BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION (Include location, road name, type of improvement, etc... A more complete description
must be submitted separately as described in Specific Requirement #3 on P.5):

9. INDICATE PROJECT OR PROGRAM CONSTRUCTION LETTING, COMPLETION, OR FULLY OPERATIONAL DATES.:

[ll. PROJECT FUNDING

10. Are you applying for funds from another source(s) to implement this project?  Yes [ ] No []

If yes, please identify the source(s):

10. FEDERAL AMOUNT: $ 15. REQUESTED PROGRAM YEAR: []2015 [ 12016
11. MATCH AMOUNT: $ 16. SIGNATURE

12. PROJECT TOTAL: $

13. MATCH % OF PROJECT TOTAL: 17. TITLE:

14. SOURCE OF MATCH FUNDS:




PROJECT INFORMATION
(To be used to assign State Project Number after project is selected)
Pleasefill in the following information as it pertains to your proposed project. Itemsthat do not apply to your
project, please label N/A. Do not send thisform to the State Aid Office. For project solicitation package
only.

COUNTY, CITY, OR LEAD AGENCY

FUNCTIONAL CLASS OF ROAD

ROAD SYSTEM (TH, CSAH, MSAS, CO. RD., TWP. RD., CITY STREET)

NAME OF ROAD (Example; 1t ST., MAIN AVE)

LOCATION: From:

To:
(DO NOT INCLUDE LEGAL DESCRIPTION)

TYPE OF WORK

Examples: GRADE, AGG BASE, BIT BASE, BIT SURF, SSDEWALK, CURB AND GUTTER,
STORM SEWER, SIGNALS, LIGHTING, GUARDRAIL, BIKE PATH, PED RAMPS, BRIDGE,
PARK AND RIDE, ETC.

BRIDGE/CULVERT PROJECTS

OLD BRIDGE /CULVERT NO. NEW BRIDGE/CULVERT NO.

STRUCTURE ISOVER




M aps and other required documents

All applications must include the following:

1. A map of the project location. If it isafacility or on afacility, highlight the location of the facility
(roadway, park & ride lot etc.) on acity or county roadway map. If it isfor transit service or
buses, highlight the transit route that will be expanded with the proposed investment.

2. A 2030 Land Use Map(s) for al cities to be served by the project with TAZs identified. These
can be obtained from the city’ s local comprehensive plan.

3. For transit projects only: A transit service plan that includes number of trips, stop locations and
travel time.




V. CONGESTION MITIGATION AND AIR QUALITY
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

PURPOSE OF CMAQ: CMAQ provides flexible funding to state and local governments for
transportation projects and programs to help meet the requirements in the Clean Air Act of 1990.
Funding is available in areas that do not meet the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (nonattainment
areas) for ozone, carbon monoxide (CO) and small particulate matter (PM-10), as well as former
nonattainment areas that are now in compliance (maintenance areas), such as the Twin Cities region.

CMAQ Purpose/Vision

The Regional Development Framework cites critical policy directions for the region including
preservation of the natural environment. CMAQ funds provide the resources for a variety of
transportation services and facilities to help meet the requirements in the Clean Air Act Amendments of
1990. Funding must be used in the carbon monoxide maintenance area, which is somewhat smaller than
the seven-county metropolitan region (see Appendix M for the CO maintenance area boundary).

GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESTRICTIONS

In 2005, the federal transportation bill SAFETEA-LU was passed into law. It provides a source of flexible
funds to state and local governments for the Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) Program. The
seven-county region expects to utilize a significant portion of these funds that come to the state. The
region has programmed approximately $291 million in CMAQ funds for projects since the ISTEA was
passed in 1991. The process described here will allocate approximately $55 million (subject to change
depending on amounts authorized) to be programmed in Federal Fiscal Y ears 2015 and 2016.

Federal guidance issued by the FHWA in October 2008 describes how these funds can be spent. The
portion of federa guidance regarding project eligibility isincluded as Appendix L. Linksto supplemental
CMAQ program guidance documents released by FHWA since the April 1999 guidance are included at
the beginning of Appendix L. The TAB and Council have chosen to modify the potential uses of CMAQ
funds described in the federal guidance. A set of qualifying and prioritizing criteria have been devel oped
that evaluates projects based on the regiona adopted plans and strategies to address congestion and air
quality issues. The principal focus of that effort as recorded in the regional transportation plan is to
discourage single-occupant vehicle use, encourage ridesharing and transit use and to coordinate land use
and transportation services. The region strongly supports management of the highway system to
encourage high occupancy vehicle use and to utilize the existing facilities in the most productive manner.
The Metropolitan Council’s Transportation Policy Plan describes specific regional transit and paratransit
needs that address the region’'s major strategy to reduce carbon monoxide. The region is also committed to
improving traffic flows using transportation system management technology thereby reducing congestion
and air pollution.

All proposed projects will be subject to a U. S. Department of Transportation review for eigibility prior
to afinal selection by the TAB.



GENERAL POLICIES

1. Theregiona solicitation processis open to all seven metro area counties and al cities and townships
within the seven metro area counties, al Minnesota state agencies, the Metropolitan Council, other
transit providers, Indian tribal governments, and the ten Regional Park System implementation
agencies. Other local nonprofit agencies or parties and specia governmental agencies may also apply
for funding.

Although many organizations may apply for STP funds through the regional solicitation, only certain
ones can enter into an Agency Agreement with and set up an account to spend the STP funds to
implement the project. The seven metro area counties, cities with population over 5,000 and state
agencies can enter into an Agency Agreement directly with MN/DOT. All other applicants must find
an eligible public agency sponsor.

The public agency sponsor is the local unit of government of record and is responsible for working
with the applicant to ensure that all project requirements are met. An Agency Agreement is written
between MN/DOT and the local unit of government of record. The local unit of government will
administer the project using the State Aid for Local Transportation (SALT) Delegated Contract
Process (DCP) for federal aid projects.

2. CMAQ funds are available for avariety of projects and programs. All projects and programs that are
eligible for CMAQ are digible in the Regional Solicitation except Planning and Project Devel opment
in Section VI, sub-section A-4. Although dligibility is broad, not all eigible projects fit well within
the CMAQ prioritizing criteria adopted by the TAB. The TAB has developed criteria to evaluate two
types of eligible projects. transit expansion and traffic control measures. These two project categories
include many different specific project types, but do not lend themselves to evaluating adiesdl retrofit
project, for example. The final guidance dated October 2008 can be accessed through:
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/cmagpgs/08guide.htm.  The project eligibility provisions of
the final guidance is also provided in Appendix L. The digible activities in the final guidance are
similar to those in previous solicitations with two notable exceptions. CMAQ funds are now
available for value or congestion pricing projects, and the prohibition on using CMAQ funds for New
Starts operating assistance has been lifted. All projects must comply with the requirements of the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

The Clean Air Act requires that the Federa Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal
Transt Administration (FTA) give priority to the implementation of transportation portions of
applicable State Implementation Programs (SIPs), and Transportation Control Measures (TCMs) from
applicable SIPs are provided the highest priority for funding under the CMAQ Program.

Transportation activities in approved SIPs are generally considered to be eligible activities and must
be given the highest priority for CMAQ funding. Their air quality benefits will generally have
already been documented. If not, such documentation is necessary before CMAQ funding can be
approved. Further, the transportation activity must contribute to emission reductions necessary to
bring the areainto attainment.

3. Operating costs for existing transit service and maintenance costs are not eligible for CMAQ funds
under the TAB process.

Construction projects that will add new capacity for single-occupant vehicles are not eligible under
this program unless the project consists of a HOV facility available to single-occupant vehicles only
at off-peak travel times. For purposes of this program, construction of added capacity for single-
occupant vehicles means the addition of general purpose through lanes to an existing facility, which
are not HOV lanes, or a highway on new location.


http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/cmaqpgs/08guide.htm�
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10.

11.

12.

A CMAQ construction or reconstruction project must be a permanent improvement having
independent utility. The term “independent utility” means the project provides benefits described in
the application by itself and does not depend on any construction elements of the project being funded
from other sources outside the regiona solicitation, excluding the required non-federa match. must
be a permanent improvement. Temporary construction is defined as work that must be essentially
replaced in the immediate future (within 5 years). Staged construction is considered permanent rather
than temporary so long as future stages build on, rather than replace, previous work. A project
required for traffic management during construction is excluded from this provision.

Studies, preliminary engineering, design, construction engineering, etc... are not eligible for CMAQ
funding. Noise barriers, drainage projects, fences, landscaping, etc., are not eligible for CMAQ
funding unless included as part of alarger project which is otherwise digible or specificaly defined
as eligible under an individual funding category. Right-of-way cost is not eligible as a stand-alone
proposal, but are eligible when included in a proposa to build or expand transit hubs, transit
terminals, park-and-ride or pool-and-ride lots, and to build system management projects and bicycle
and wakway projects. The cost of reconstructing or constructing a replacement bridge deck is
eligible but the remainder of the superstructure and all elements of the substructure are not dligible.
Projects to improve or replace bridges are solicited separately.

The CMAQ program may be used to fund projects/programs that are owned, operated or under the

primary control of the public sector, including public/private joint ventures. A state may use CMAQ

funds for initiatives that are privately owned and/or operated, including efforts developed and

implemented by transportation management associations, as long as the activity is one which:

a) normally is a public sector responsibility (such as facility development for enhanced I/M
programs in test-only networks);

b) private ownership or operation is shown to be cost-effective; and

c) the state isresponsible for protecting the public interest and public investment inherent in the use
of federal funds.

Roadway improvement projects, including staged projects, must be structurally capable of handling
all applicable legal load limits. Roadway projects must meet statutory load limits.

In the 2009 Solicitation, the TAB will not fund more than one transit capital project in each of the
following Tier 1 Transitway Corridors:

o LRT in Hiawatha and Central Corridors,

e BRT in Cedar, 35W or Bottineau Corridors, or

e commuter rail inthe Northstar Corridor.

Projects will be added to the TIP only as a result of the TAB approva in response to this and
subsequent solicitations.

Projects with independent utility* (see Appendix A for definition) at separate locations cannot be
combined into a single application. This policy does not apply to bus shoulder lane corridors.

The construction cost of projects listed in the region’s draft or adopted TIP is assumed to be fully-
funded and to have independent utility from other projects. TAB will not consider projects aready
listed in the draft or adopted TIP, nor the payback of Advanced Construction funds for those projects,
for funding through the solicitation process. Projects submitted that are related to projects listed in
the draft or adopted TIP but that have independent utility from those projects are dligible for
consideration.

The fundable amount of a project is based on the original submittal. An approved project may not be
changed significantly in scope without approval of the TAB and may be subject to are-analysis of the

* a project with independent utility is defined in FHWA guidance as one that is usable and would be a
reasonable expenditure even if no additional transportation improvements in the area are made.



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

project's air quality benefits. The CMAQ federal fund participation for each project will be updated
and reported in the Annual Implementation Report as the federal cost cap. The federal cost cap will
be based on an inflation adjustment set by the Transportation Advisory Board upon inclusion in the
Transportation Improvement Program.

MN/DOT and the Technica Advisory Committee shall prepare an annual report on the
implementation of regionally solicited CMAQ projects for the review and acceptance of the TAB.
This report, the Annual Implementation Report, shall include updated program, system and project
information. MN/DOT and TAC shal include such findings, recommendations and additional
information, as it deems appropriate.

If a project is added to the CMAQ program, the entire project is included even though a portion of
that work may extend beyond the period for which submittals were requested provided that a
significant portion of the work is scheduled for |etting within the request period.

Projects in the CMAQ element of the TIP are specifically limited to the federal funding caps
identified in the Metropolitan Council’s Annual Implementation Report on regionally solicited and
federally funded transportation improvement projects and programs. The federal funding will be
capped as follows: federa funds shall not exceed the dollar limit identified in the Implementation
Report and shall not exceed 80% of the project costs. The federal fund amount listed for each project
may be used to fund 80% of any identifiable useable element of the project and is the total that shall
be authorized as plan specification and estimate (PS& E) approval for all advertisements of the project
described. All digible extra work and supplemental agreements will be federally funded if the total
project costs remain under the cost cap. Any proposed change by the local agency to the federal cost
cap will have to be presented to MN/DOT and the Transportation Advisory Board. If the project
exceeds the federal cost cap, the agency will be responsible to fund all additional work regardiessiif it
isjudtifiable as an eligible expense. Any federal fund amounts authorized at PS& E approval in years
prior to the current year shall be deducted from the amount identified in the TIP at the time of
approval.

Applicants can reguest up to a cap of $7,000,000 in CMAQ funds for a specific project. Other federal
funds may be combined with the requested CMAQ funds, but the source(s) must be identified in the
application. The cost of preparing a project for funding authorization can be substantial. For that
reason, the minimum federal amount for CMAQ projects is $500,000.

A CMAQ project will be eliminated from the program if it does not meet its sunset date. The sunset
date for projectsis March 31 of the year following the program year identified in the project proposal
or as otherwise established by the TAB. Meeting the sunset date established for a project shal be
governed by the TAB-adopted Criteria for Meeting Sunset Date requirements, attached as Appendix
D.

If the Criteriafor Meeting Sunset Date requirements (as noted above) for a project have been met, but
CMAQ funds are not presently available, that particular project will be placed on a waiting list for
funds, listed in order of date of approval, and the sunset date would not apply.

If aproject has met the sunset date requirements, the project contract should be let as soon as possible
since the project will not be included in the next revision of the Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and, therefore, will not be able to access federal funds.

CMAQ funds awarded in the regional solicitation must be matched with non-federal funds. The non-
federal match for any CMAQ project must be at least 20% of the total cost. The applicant must state
that it is responsible for the local (nonfederal) share. If the applicant expects any other agency to
provide all or part of the local match, the applicant must include a letter or resolution from the other
agency agreeing to participate financially in construction of the project. Higher criteria scores are not
awarded for providing a match in excess of 20%.



19. The FHWA requires that states agree to operate and maintain facilities constructed with federal
transportation funds for the useful life of the improvement, and not change the use of any right-of-
way acquired without prior approval from the FHWA. TAB has determined that this requirement will
be applied to the project applicant. FHWA considers most physical constructions and tota
reconstructions to have a useful design life of 10 years or more, depending on the nature of the
project. Bridge congtructions and total reconstructions are considered to have useful lives of 50 years.

The useful life of the project will be defined in the inter-agency maintenance agreement that must be
prepared and signed prior to project letting.



CMAQ PROJECTS- QUALIFYING CRITERIA

The applicant must show that the project meets al the following criteriato qualify for priority evaluation.
Answer each criterion in a numbered sequence. Failure to respond to any of the qualifying criteria
will result in arecommendation to disqualify your project.

1. The project must be consistent with the policies in the Metropolitan Council's officially adopted
Metropolitan Development Guide, which includes the Transportation Policy Plan (TPP) (2009) and
the Regional Development Framework (2004). Consistency with the TPP includes its appendix,
which contains the regional functiona classification criteria. The applicant must list the documents
and corresponding policy numbers or portions of text that help illustrate the project’s consistency.

RESPONSE:

2 The project must be included in, be part of, or address a transportation relatete-a problem or need o
direction-discussed identified in one of the following: 1) an approved local or county comprehensive
plan found to be consistent with Metropolitan Council plans;, 2) a localy approved capital
improvement program; 3) an officially adopted corridor study reflected in the local plan; or 4) the
official plan or program of the applicant agency. It also must not conflict with the goals and policies
in these adopted regiona plans, the 2030 Transportation Policy Plan (2010), the 2030 Regional
Framework (2004), and the 2030 Regiona Parks Policy Plan (2010). The applicant must reference
the appropriate comprehensive plan, CIP, corridor study document, or other plan or program and
provide copies of the applicable pages.

RESPONSE:

3. Applicants can request up to a cap of $7,000,000 in CMAQ funds for a specific project. Other federal
funds may be combined with the requested CMAQ funds, but the source(s) must be identified in the
application. For transit expansion projects, the federal cost must exceed $500,000. For System
Management projects, the federal cost must exceed $100,000. The reason for this is that the cost of
preparing a project for funding authorization can be substantial.The applicant must show the
requested federal amount and total project cost on the cover page.

RESPONSE:

4. CMAQ funds awarded in the regional solicitation must be matched with non-federal funds. The non-
federal match for any CMAQ project must be at least 20% of the total cost. The applicant must state
that it is responsible for the local (nonfederal) share. If the applicant expects any other agency to
provide all or part of the local match, the applicant must include a letter or resolution from the other
agency agreeing to participate financially in the project’ s construction.

RESPONSE:

5. The applicant must include a letter from the agency with jurisdiction over the facility assuring it will
operate and maintain the property and facility of the project for the useful life of the improvement,
and not change the use of any right-of-way acquired without prior approval from the Minnesota
Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration.

RESPONSE:

6. The applicant must show that the project is physically located within the seven-county Twin Cities
Metropolitan Area carbon monoxide maintenance area (see Appendix M for boundaries of the area)
or that the air quality benefits provided by the project will be overwhelmingly within the carbon
monoxide mai ntenance area.

RESPONSE:
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7. The applicant must show that the project is consistent with one of the eligible categories described in
Appendix L.

RESPONSE:

8. The applicant must show that the project will result in reduced carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen
oxides (NOx) and/or volatile organic compounds (VOC) emissions.

RESPONSE:

9. Operating costs for existing transit service and maintenance costs are not eligible for CMAQ funds.
Applicants in the Transit Expansion category must demonstrate that their project is clearly a new
service or service expansion. System expansion is the addition of a new transit route; service
expansion can include an increase or new addition of peak, off-peak, express, limited stop service on
an existing route, reverse commute service or dial-a-ride.

RESPONSE:

10. For public/private joint-use parking facilities to be eligible through CMAQ, the applicant must submit
a plan for and make a commitment to the long-term management and enforcement of ensuring
exclusive availability of parking to public transit users during commuting times. Federal rulesrequire
that parking spaces funded through CMAQ be available exclusively to transit users during the hours
of transit service. The applicant must indicate how commuter and transit parking will coexist with
parking needs for joint use tenants. The entity charged with ensuring exclusive parking for transit
commuters after the facility opens must be designated in the application.

RESPONSE:

11. Proposals for service expansion must clearly identify the transit provider that will provide the service
or manage the contract for the service. Applicants must provide a letter of support for the project from
this provider.

RESPONSE:

12. Transit expansion applications for either capital or operating funds are not alowed if the
corresponding capital or operating costs have been previously funded ina CMAQ grant.

RESPONSE:

13. Any Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) project (such as signal synchronization) must
demonstrate consistency with the regional TS architecture plan.

RESPONSE:

11



CMAQ/STP TRANSIT EXPANSION - PRIORITIZING CRITERIA

Applicants must respond to each of the following prioritizing criteria. Label your responses clearly. If a
criterion is not applicable to your project, explain why.

These criteria apply only to applications for funding for transit expansion. All applications seeking transit
expansion funds, although some may be funded through STP, should follow the prioritizing criteria
described here.

Any transit expansion proposal involving added transit service should include a service description
summary in the prelude or summary of the application describing the overall nature of the service,
calculation of annual platform hours of new service, new annua ridership, and average passengers per
trip. This may include but not be limited to category of service, such as peak, off-peak, express, local,
reverse commute, dial-a-ride, limited stop, etc., frequency and time span of service, days of service, and
vehicle size, type, or capacity. A discussion of preferred routing, traffic generators, connections, and
other proposal advantagesis also encouraged.

The actual calculation of new annua ridership must be shown and supporting documentation for the
estimate must be provided, including market areamaps. Applications for transit operating, vehicle or
capital funds must estimate demand for the 3 or final year (if less than 3) of the grant. Regionally
accepted data (e.g., population, labor force, downtown commuter, and transit rider forecasts) and
methodology (e.g., the five-step demand estimation process for park-and-ride facilities) must be used to
calculate the estimate. Alternate data and methodology may be submitted as supplement but not as a
replacement. This estimate will be basis for completing various cal culations found throughout the
prioritizing criteria.

The same benefits cannot be claimed in separate applications within the same solicitation. For example,
an application for new buses cannot claim the same benefits of a separate application for anew park and
ridelot that those buses would servein this solicitation round.

l. Regional Transit Priorities 375 points
A. Location Suitability & Market Area Demand 0-200 points

1. For all projectsinvolving a park-and-ride facility construction (new or expanded), transit
vehicle purchase, or transit operations, the applicant must compl ete the following:

a. Using Figure G-1 and Table G-1 and/or Figure G-2 and Table G-2 of the Park-and-Ride
Demand Appendix (Appendix G), describe which travel corridor(s) will be served by the project
and the unmet need in the travel corridor(s) for Y ears 2020, and 2030.

RESPONSE:

b. Using Figure G-3 of the Park-and-Ride Demand Appendix (Appendix G), state whether or not
the location that the park-and-ride will be constructed or expanded or that the bus or rail vehicles
will be used falls within any of the programmed or planned site |ocation areas.

RESPONSE:

If the project involves the construction of anew or expanded facility, the applicant must complete
the following:

¢. Using the five-step Park-and-Ride Demand Estimation Methodology process found in
Appendix G, and Park-and-Ride Demand Model datatable G-4, demonstrate the benefit for the
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3aor final year (if lessthan 3) of the grant need for the new location and/or proposed size of the
facility.
RESPONSE:

d. Using the Site Evaluation Checklist in Figure G-4 of the Park-and-Ride Demand A ppendix
(Appendix G) or acomparable site evaluation checklist, complete a site suitability evaluation of
the project site.

RESPONSE:

If the project involves the purchase of transit vehicles, the applicant must compl ete one of the
following:

e. For fleet expansion for existing routes. Current average boardings per trip on the routes that the
vehicle would operate and an analysis of the additional transit market in the areato be served.
RESPONSE:

f. For fleet expansion for new routes: An analysis of projected average boardings per trip based
on the boardings of similar routes, surveys of potential customers in the geographic areato be
served, an anaysis of transit markets in the area to be served such as the park and ride demand
estimation methodol ogy above, or other supporting data.

RESPONSE:

Scoring will be based on siting of proposed park and ride lots compared to target areas identified
in Figure G-3, suitability of the site according to the site location criteriain Figure G-4, and
evaluation of the project’s proposed size compared to demand/unmet need identified in Tables G-
1 and G-2, or validated demand estimates devel oped using the methodology outlined in Section 2
of Appendix G.

2. Other transit facility projects (such as stations or transit centers) must demonstrate basis for
need including an estimate of ridership at the facility and location suitability. Methodology and
supporting documentation, including accepted transitway studies, must be provided. Scoring will
be based on appropriateness of siting comparable to the park and ride facility approach.

RESPONSE:

. Integration with existing transit, pedestrian and bicycleinfrastructure 0-175 points

This criterion addresses how the proposed project integrates with the existing transit
infrastructure and the region’ s vision for transit service. Applicants must describe the transit
service proposed by responding to the following questions:

o Doesthe project build on other transit infrastructure (like existing transit stations) and
transit services? Priority will be given to projects that complement existing infrastructure.

RESPONSE:

e Describe how the proposed facility or proposed transit service will be accessible by
multiple modes of transportation (pedestrians, bicyclists) and any measures that will be
taken to improve the ease of commuting to the transit service by those modes as part of
this project (pathways or sidewalks, bike racks and lockers etc.). If the project isfor
transit service or bus purchases, provide thisinformation for the locations that will be
served by the project such as a park-and-ride lot. Priority will be given to projects that are
wel|-connected to non-motorized routes.
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RESPONSE:

o Doesthe project leverage other highway investments like bus shoulder lanes, HOV lanes,
or queue jump lanes?

RESPONSE:

o Doesthe project build on proven transit strategies or isit an untested strategy? If itisa
proven strategy, where are similar services or facilitiesin place?

RESPONSE:

e Areinvestments appropriate given other trangt infrastructure in the area?
RESPONSE:

o Listtheexigting trangit infrastructure and routes that this service will connect with or
complement. Priority will be given to projects that connect a higher number of transit
facilities and routes.

RESPONSE:

e List the destinations that this service will connect. Priority will be given to routes that
connect a higher number of |ocations above and beyond those in the downtowns.

RESPONSE:

Il. Service Efficiency & Productivity 250 points

Applicants should respond to I1-A and 11-B using 2009 dollars. Applicants must complete the
worksheet in Appendix P to receive points under criterion I1-A.

A. Service Efficiency 0-150 points

The applicant must calculate projected net annual operating cost per projected new annual
passenger for the third or final year, if lessthan three, of the operating funding grant. The actua
calculation of net operating cost divided by the number of passengers carried must be shown.
The net operating cost must be taken from Appendix P. The projected number of new passengers
must be based on the projected new passenger trips per vehicle platform hour (garage pull-out to
garage pull-in) times the annual number of new platform hours as calculated in Appendix P. The
projected number of new annual passengers should match the new annual ridership estimate
found in service description summary.

RESPONSE:

B. Productivity 0-100 points

The total annualized cost of the project divided by the projected new annual passenger trips
generated by the project. The proposa must show the actual calculation of this figure. The
projected new annual passenger trips generated by the project must be supported in the Service
Description Summary documentation and supported by the following information that must also
be submitted in the response:

* For fleet expansion for existing routes: Current average boardings per trip on the routes
that the vehicle would operate and an analysis of the additional transit market in the area
to be served.

RESPONSE:

* For fleet expansion for new routes: An analysis of projected average boardings per trip
based on the boardings of similar routes, surveys of potential customers in the geographic
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area to be served, an anadysis of transit markets in the area to be served, or other
supporting data.

RESPONSE:

* For al projects: A description of the type of service that these vehicles will be used in
(i.e., weekday all day only, express only, weekday and weekend, owl, etc.)

RESPONSE:

Tota project cost refersto the total cost of the CM A Q-€ligible components of the project,
not just the federal share being requested.

Thetota project cost isto be annualized for this calculation. Annualized project cost is
the lump sum total project cost (Line 13 on application cover sheet) divided by the FTA
“years of useful life” aslisted below. If the project has two or more components with
differing years of useful life, annualize the components (see examples below). If the
project typeis not listed below, use most similar project type or provide supporting
documentation on useful life value used.

Project Type Years of Useful Life
Operating funds 3

Buses 12

Park & Ride —surfacelot 20

Park & Ride — structured 50

Transit Center/Station/Platform 70

Light Rail Vehicles 25
Commuter Rail Vehicles 25

Land Purchase 100
RESPONSE:

Example 1: Operating and Capital Project

Component Cost Useful Life Annualized Cost
Operating/Service $750,000 3years $250,000
Standard buses $2,000,000 12 years $166,667
Total Project $2,750,000 n/a $416,667

The annualized total project cost is $416,667

Example 2: Park and Ride Capital Project with two components of different useful life values

Component Cost Useful Life Annualized Cost
Land Acquisition $1,000,000 100 years $10,000
250-space Structure  $5,000,000 50 years $100,000

Total Project $6,000,000 n/a $110,000

The annualized total project cost is $110,000.

Congestion Mitigation 200 points

For purposes of congestion mitigation, the definition of Project Benefit Area (PBA) isthe area
within ¥2 mile of the transit route from terminal (e.g., park-and-ride) to terminal (e.g., downtown).
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V.

A. Addressing Congested Roadways 0-50 points

The applicant must demonstrate that the project will benefit congested roadways. More points
will be awarded for reducing congestion on a congested segment(s) identified in the 2008
Congestion Report (http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/otepubl/CongestionReport-2008.pdf) or
Congested Arterials maps (see Appendix O) compared to non-congested roadway segments. If
the applicant el ectsto show that the project will reduce congestion on a roadway segment that is
not designated as congested in the documents referenced in Appendix O, supporting
documentation must be provided showing that the roadway has a peak hour volume/capacity ratio
greater than 0.85.Reductionin SOV trips and/or VMT.

RESPONSE:

. Reduction in SOV tripsand/or VMT 0-50 points

The applicant must explain how the project will accomplish both of the following within the
project benefit area and provide calculations of each.

1. Daily SOV Trip Reduction
(New Daily Transit Riders multiplied by 2) divided by Average Auto Occupancy
RESPONSE:

2. Dally VMT Reduction

(New Daily Transit Riders multiplied by 2) multiplied by Distance from Termina to
Terminal

RESPONSE:

Applications for transit operating, vehicle or capital funds must calculate the benefit for the 3¢ or
final year (if lessthan 3) of the grant. The calculation should be supported by the new ridership
estimate found in service description summary and supported by the response in Criterial.B.

. Hourly Person Throughput Improvement 0-100 points

The applicant must explain how the project will reduce congestion/increase hourly person
throughput within the project benefit area and provide the calculations.

The applicant must estimate the increase in hourly person throughput provided in the project
benefit area. The applicant must use the methodology found in Section B of Appendix N.

Applications for transit operating, vehicle or capital funds must calculate the benefit for the 3¢ or
final year (if lessthan 3) of the grant The cal culation should be supported by the new ridership
estimate found in service description summary and supported by the response in Criterial.B.

RESPONSE:

Emissions Reduction 475 points

Points under this criterion are assigned based on the reduction of factorsthat contribute to CO, NO,,
and VOC emissions or increase factors that reduce CO, NO, and VOC emissions. For example, when
single occupant vehicle (SOV) trips are reduced, CO, NO, and VOC emissions are reduced. When
VMT arereduced, CO, NO, and VOC emissions go down. A sub-element of this criterion gives high
levels of points for the projects that reduce CO emission levels at low costs.

There are four methods to reduce CO, NO, and VOC emissions that this solicitation is attempting to
bring about. A project may attempt one or more of the following:
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e reduce the total number of daily SOV trips;

e reducedaly VMT;

e increase peak period travel speed; and/or

e reduce congestion/increase hourly person throughput.

Applications for transit operating, vehicle or capital funds must calculate the benefit for the 3 or
final year (if lessthan 3) of the grant The calculation should be supported by the new annual ridership
estimate found in service description summary.

A. Reduction of Vehicle Emissions 0-175 points
The applicant must show that the project will reduce CO, NOx and/or VOC.

Using the estimated reduction in SOV trips (if applicable), the reductionin VMT (if applicable)
and the increase in peak period speed (if applicable) within the project benefit area calculated
abovein criterion 111, the applicant must fill out the vehicle emissions reduction worksheet in
Appendix G to calculate the reduction in CO, NOx and VOC emissions (in KILOGRAMS/DAY).
The applicant must use the sample methodol ogies with appropriate supporting documentation
provided in Appendix G in order to get the maximum points. The Scoring Committee will take
into consideration situations where the proposed project is unique and supporting evidence does
not exist.

RESPONSE:

B. Measure of Project Effectiveness 0-300 points

The applicant must calculate the cost effectiveness of the project by dividing the total project cost
(Line 13 on application cover sheet) with the KILOGRAM/DAY vaue calculated in criterion V-
A. Cost effectiveness cal culations must be based on the total cost of the project, not just the
portion of the project eligible for federal funding.

Cost Effectiveness=$ /KG/DAY reductionin CO, NOx and VOC emissions.

. Project Readiness 100 points

Projects selected through this solicitation will be programmed for construction in 2015 or 2016. That
is a fairly long time but it takes severa years to complete preliminary engineering, environmental
studies, acquire right-of-way, etc. The region must manage the federal funds in each year of the TIP.
Projects that are not implemented in their original program year create problems. Proposed projects
that have already completed some of the work isaplus. A schedule is important to know what kind
of work might be needed. Large projects that need right-of-way require more work than others that
do not.

For applications involving new or expanded transit service implementation and/or new or expanded
transit facility construction, the applicant must complete the respective project readiness worksheet
found in Appendix K. For applications involving transit vehicle purchase, the applicant must include
a detailed discussion of the timeframes involved for initiating and completing each phase of planned
activities. Points under this criterion are assigned based on how many steps have been taken toward
implementation of the project. These steps reflect afederally funded project development path.

RESPONSE: See Schedulein Appendix K.
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VI. Development Framework Implementation 200 points

A. Development Framework Planning Area Objectives

The Metropolitan Development Guide is comprised of the 2030 Regional Development Framework and
system plans for transportation, including highways, transit and aviation; water resources management;
and regional parks and trails. Together, the Devel opment Framework and system plans create a vision for
the region and are intended to help ensure the orderly, economical development of the seven-county area.
The Framework is organized around four overall goals:

o Efficient Growth. Work with local communities to accommodate growth in aflexible, connected
and efficient manner.

e Multi-modal Transportation. Plan and invest in multi-modal transportation choices, based on full
range of costs and benefits, to dow the growth of congestion and serve the region’ s economic
needs.

¢ Housing Choices. Encourage expanded choicesin housing locations and types, and improved
access to jobs and opportunities

o Natural Resource protection. Work with local and regiona partners to conserve, protect and
enhance the region’ s natural resources.

Under the Metropolitan Land Planning Act, local communities must prepare and submit to the Council
local comprehensive plans that are consistent with the Council’ s regional systems plans. Local
communities have submitted plans for 2030 and these have been reviewed by the Council.

1. Development Framework Planning Area Objectives 0-100 points

Strategies for regiona development relate directly to growth patterns within the region. The Framework
communities are identified according to their regional planning area designation which isbased on its
geographic location, existing development patterns, forecast growth, planned land uses, and the
availability of infrastructure. The project’srelationship to Framewor k and TPP are addressed in the
qualifying criteria.

The objective of this section is to address the land use and transportation linkages and how the project
supports devel opment and the accommodation of growth for the communities affected.

What are the 2030 land uses proposed in the community(ies) adopted plan for the project area/corridor
affected? Identify the TAZs that lie partialy or wholly within the project limits.

RESPONSE:

How does the project support this 2030 land use plan in the project area? Refer to the land use map and
provide the land use categories and their description from the adopted local comprehensive plan.*

1 Future Land Use map (planned land use 2030) and description for example: “low density residential—
Mostly single-family homes with some two-family homes and open space within or related to a
residential development at a gross density of 2 to 4 units per acre.” “residential mixed use—Residential at
agross density of 7 to 30 units per acre, neighborhood commercia uses may be appropriate.” “ General
Commercial—Broad range of businesses, generally highway-oriented, serving other businesses and City
residents and requiring buffering from surrounding residential areas.” “ Agriculture—primarily
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RESPONSE:

How does the project support 2030 forecasts for the project area? [ Council staff will evaluate this
criterion and will provide the following information to assist in the evaluation of this criterion: TAZ
Project Area demographic profile population, household, employment and retail employment. The
applicant does not need to provide aresponse.]

2. Progress Towards Affordable Housing Goals 0-100 points

NOTE: Information and analysisin this section will be provided by Council staff
Methodology for Evaluating Progress Made Towards Affordable Housing Goals

Upto__ pointscan be awarded to a project, based upon a community’s or group of communities
progress in addressing their affordable housing goals for 1996-2010.

For communities that participate in the Livable communities Local Housing Incentives Program, data
from their 1996-2010 negotiated housing goal s was used to determine the progress they have made
toward providing opportunities to address their affordable housing goals.

For communities that do not participate in the Local Housing Incentives Program, progress will be
measured against what the benchmarks were for their community in the Council’s LCA goal setting
methodology used in determining goals for 1996 to 2010.

Communities negotiated goals for both ownership and rental housing. Analysis consisted of comparing
the goal, progress made to date and determining the percentage of the goal achieved for both ownership
and rental combined.

Example of Anaysis:
Negotiated Goal Progressto Date Overall Progress
Made - %
Renta Units 900 200
Ownership Units 200 125
Total Housing Units | 1,100 325 30%
Scoring:
Percent of Progress Made: Points Awarded:
90-100% 30
71-89% 25
51-70% 20
31-50% 15
11-30% 10
1-10% 5

For projects with 2 or more communities, scores are averaged and then applied to the project.

agricultural purpose, including farming and horticulture, including farmstead or rural residence.

[Examples from City of Coon Rapids Comprehensive Plan]
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TOTAL: 1,600 POINTS
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CMAQ SYSTEM MANAGEMENT - PRIORITIZING CRITERIA

Applicants must respond to each of the following prioritizing criteria. Label your responses clearly. If a
criterion is not applicable to your project, explain why.

This sub-category is intended to evaluate al eligible proposals that are associated with system
management, such as arterial traffic signal coordination projects, freeway management, incident
management, bicycle and pedestrian projects and other projects aimed at decreasing congestion,
improving traffic flow and reducing emissions.. No transit expansion projects such as park and ride lots
or ramps will be considered in the “CMAQ System Management” category. All transit expansion
projects must respond to the prioritizing criteria included in the CMAQ/Transit Expansion category
above. No System Management projects will be evaluated in the Transit Expansion category.

l. Congestion Mitigation 300 points
A. Addressing Congested Roadways 0-150 points

The applicant must demonstrate that the project will benefit congested roadways, and reduce the
duration of the existing congestion. More points will be awarded for reducing congestion on the
most congested segment identified in the 2008 Congestion Report
(http://www.dot.state.mn.us/traffi ceng/otepubl/Congesti onReport-2008.pdf) — or Congested
Arterials maps (see Appendix O) compared to non-congested roadway segments. The applicant
must show the hours per day of congestion based on these documents. If the project will reduce
congestion on aroadway segment that is not designated as congested in the documents referenced
in Appendix O, supporting documentation must be provided showing that the roadway has a peak
hour volume/capacity ratio greater than 0.85 and must identify the number of hours/day of that
condition.

RESPONSE:

B. Reduction in SOV trips and/or VMT 0-50 points

If applicable, the applicant must explain how the project will accomplish both of the following
within the project benefit area and provide cal cul ations of each.

3. Daily SOV Trip Reduction
(New Daily Transit Riders or bicyclists multiplied by 2) divided by Average Auto Occupancy
RESPONSE:

4. Daily VMT Reduction

(New Daily Transit Riders or bicyclists multiplied by 2) multiplied by Distance from
Terminal to Terminal

RESPONSE:

C. Hourly Person Throughput Improvement 0-100 points

The applicant must explain how the project will reduce congestion/increase hourly person
throughput within the project benefit area and provide the calculations.

The applicant must estimate the increase in hourly person throughput provided in the project
benefit area. The applicant must use the methodology found in Section B of Appendix N.

RESPONSE:
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Emissions Reduction 400 points

Points under this criterion are assigned based on the reduction of factorsthat contribute to CO, NO,,
and VOC emissions or increase factors that reduce CO, NO, and VOC emissions. For example, when
VMT are reduced, CO, NO, and VOC emissions are reduced. When congestion and stop-and-go
conditions are reduced and travel speeds are increased, emissions are reduced. A sub-element of this
criterion gives high levels of pointsfor the projects that reduce emission levels at low costs.

There are two methods to reduce CO, NO, and VOC emissions that this solicitation measures. A
project may attempt one or both of the following:

e reducedaily VMT (primarily through reduction in SOV trips), and/or
e increase peak period travel speed (by reducing stops and controlling delay).

A. Reduction of Vehicle Emissions 0-200 points
The applicant must show that the project will reduce CO, NOx and/or VOC.

Using the estimated reduction in SOV trips (if applicable), the reduction in VMT (if
applicable) and the increase in peak period speed (if applicable) within the project benefit
area calculated above in criterion 111, the applicant must fill out the vehicle emissions
reduction worksheet in Appendix G to calculate the reduction in CO, NOx and VOC
emissions (in KILOGRAMS/DAY). The applicant must use the sample methodologies
with appropriate supporting documentation provided in Appendix G in order to get the
maximum points. The Scoring Committee will take into consideration situations where
the proposed project is unique and supporting evidence does not exist.

RESPONSE:

B. Measure of Project Effectiveness 0-200 points

The applicant must calculate the cost effectiveness of the project by dividing the total project
cost (Line 13 on application cover sheet) with the KILOGRAM/DAY value calculated in
criterion 1V-A. Cost effectiveness calculations must be based on the total cost of the
project, not just the portion of the project eligible for federal funding.

Cost Effectiveness=$ /KG/DAY reductionin CO, NOx and

I ntegration and Coordination 250 points
A. Integration 0-150 Paints

This criterion addresses how the proposed project integrates with the existing system
management infrastructure and the region’s vision for congestion management. (Examples of
systems include traffic signal systems, freeway management systems and incident management
systems). Applicants must describe the proposed system management improvement by
responding to the following:

e How does the project build on other infrastructure and management systems? Priority
will be given to projects that complement existing infrastructure and management

methods.
RESPONSE:
o Doesthe project benefit transit, bicycle, or pedestrian mobility or safety? If so, how?
RESPONSE:
B. Coordination 0-100 Points
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o Describe how the project provides or enhances coordination among operational and
management systems and/or jurisdictions.

RESPONSE:

V. Development Framework I mplementation
200 Points

The 2030 Development Framework is the initial “chapter” and unifying theme of the Council’s
metropolitan development guide. Together with the Council’s regional policy plans, the Framework is
intended to help ensure the orderly, economical development of the seven-county area and the efficient
use of four regional systems. transportation, aviation, water resources (including wastewater collection
and treatment) and regiona parks and open space. The Framework was adopted in January 2004, and
amended in December 2006.

The Council’ s strategies are organized around four policies:
= Accommodating growth in aflexible, connected and efficient manner.
= Slowing the growth in traffic congestion and improving mobility.
= Encouraging expanded choices in housing locations and types.
= Conserving, protecting and enhancing the region’ s vital natural resources.

Under the Metropolitan Land Planning Act, local communities must prepare and submit to the Council
local comprehensive plans that are consistent with the Council's regional system plans. The new or
updated local comp plans were due by the end 2008.

V. Maturity of Project Concept. 100 points
Projects selected through this solicitation will be programmed for construction in 2015 or 2016. That isa
fairly long time but it takes several years to complete preliminary engineering, environmental studies and
acquire right-of-way. The region must manage the federa fundsin each year of the TIP. Projectsthat are
not implemented in their original program year create problems. Proposed projects that have aready
completed some of the work is a plus. A schedule is important to know what kind of work might be
needed. Large projects that need right-of-way require more work than others that do not.

0-100 points  Applications involving construction must complete the project implementation
schedule found in Appendix K. A detailed schedule of eventsis expected for al
phases of the project. Applications involving non-construction projects must
include a detailed discussion of the timeframes involved for initiating and
completing each phase of planned activities. Points under this criterion are
assigned based on how many steps have been taken toward implementation of the
project. These stepsreflect afederally funded project devel opment path.

TOTAL: 1100 POINTS
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Federal Transportation Enhancement Fund Application

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete and return completed application to Kevin Roggenbuck, Transportation Office Use Only
Coordinator, Transportation Advisory Board, 390 North Robert St., St. Paul, Minnesota
55101. (651) 602-1728. Form 1 needs to be filled out electronically. Please go to
Metropolitan Council’'s website for instructions. Applications must be received by 5:00
PM or postmarked on xxx, 2011. *Be sure to complete and attach the Project
Information form. (Form 2

|. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. APPLICANT:

2. JURISDUCTIONAL AGENCY (IF DIFFERENT):

3. MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE: 4. COUNTY:
5. CONTACT PERSON: TITLE: PHONE NO.
( )

CONTACT E-MAIL ADDRESS:

Il. PROJECT INFORMATION

6. PROJECT NAME:

7 .BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION for database (Include location, road name, type of improvement, etc... A more complete
description must be submitted later in the application):

8. TE PROJECT CATEGORY — Check only one project grouping in which you wish your project to be considered (see p. 85).

] Environmental [] Bicycle/Pedestrian [IStreetscape [] Historic/Archaeological

[ll. PROJECT FUNDING

9 Are you applying for funds from another source(s) to implement this project? Yes[ ] No[]
If yes, please identify the source(s):

10. FEDERAL AMOUNT: $ 13. SOURCE OF MATCH FUNDS:
11. MATCH AMOUNT: $ 14. MATCH % OF PROJECT TOTAL:
12. PROJECT TOTAL: $ 15. PROGRAM YEAR: []2015 [ 12016

16. SIGNATURE 17. TITLE:




PROJECT INFORMATION
(To be used to assign State Project Number after project is selected)
Pleasefill in the following information as it pertains to your proposed project. Itemsthat do not apply to your
project, please label N/A. Do not send thisform to the State Aid Office. For project solicitation package
only.

COUNTY, CITY, OR LEAD AGENCY

FUNCTIONAL CLASS OF ROAD

ROAD SYSTEM (TH, CSAH, MSAS, CO. RD., TWP. RD., CITY STREET)

NAME OF ROAD (Example; 1st ST., MAIN AVE)

LOCATION: From:

To:
(DO NOT INCLUDE LEGAL DESCRIPTION)

TYPE OF WORK

Examples: GRADE, AGG BASE, BIT BASE, BIT SURF, SSDEWALK, CURB AND GUTTER,
STORM SEWER, SIGNALS, LIGHTING, GUARDRAIL, BIKE PATH, PED RAMPS, BRIDGE,
PARK AND RIDE, ETC.

BRIDGE/CULVERT PROJECTS

OLD BRIDGE /CULVERT NO. NEW BRIDGE/CULVERT NO.

STRUCTURE ISOVER




Project Elements and Estimate of Construction Costs

Fill out the scoping sheet below and provide the cost estimate for each element. Y ou may add
additional €ligible costs (construction costs) that are not accounted for in the blank spaces at the
bottom of the table.

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT ELEMENTS/COST ESTIMATES
Check all that ITEM
apply

O
O
9

M obilization (approx. 5% of total cost)
Removals (approx. 5% of total cost)
Roadway (grading, borrow, etc.)
Roadway (agar egates and paving)
Subgrade Correction (muck)

Storm Sewer

Ponds

Concrete ltems (curb & gutter, sdewalks, median
barriers)
Pedestrian Curb Ramps (ADA)

Path/Trail Construction
Traffic Control

Striping

Signing

Lighting

Turf - Erosion & L andscaping
Bridge

Retaining Walls

Noise Wall

Traffic Signals
Wetland Mitigation

RR Crossing

A | A |18 | 1A | 18 |18 | KA | 168 | 1A | 168 163 | KA | 16 1A kA | 15 (1A A |1A | 1h |

OO0000000000000000000 Oooooooa

Contingencies
TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COST

A (kp




M aps and Photos

Unless indicated otherwise, all applications must include the following:

1. A map of the project limits. If it is an on-road project, highlight the segment of road on acity or
county roadway map. If it is atrail project, highlight the segment of trail to be constructed on a
map that includes trails, bikeways or roadways. Applicants may include more than one map if the
project impacts both aroadway and trail system.

2. An aeria photograph or photographs that show(s) the location of the project asit istoday OR a
plan view of the existing roadway or trail.

3. For bicycle and pedestrian projects only: A concept drawing of the proposed i mprovements that
shows any bicycle, pedestrian and transit components upon compl etion of the project.




V. TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENTS

PURPOSE: Transportation Enhancements (TE) are transportation-related activities designed to strengthen
the cultural, aesthetic and environmental aspects of the nation’s intermodal transportation system. The
TE program provides for the implementation of non-traditional transportation projects.

TE Purpose and Vision

TE funds are directed toward projects that preserve historic, archaeological, scenic and environmental
resources related to surface transportation, and to facilitate bicycle and pedestrian use. Parks and open
space preserve natural resources and provide a wide variety of recreationa opportunities. Trail corridors
are intended to provide for recreationa travel aong linear pathways throughout the metropolitan area.
Preservation of historic features and protection of scenic areas permit appreciation of the natural resources
that have influenced the region’s devel opment.

GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESTRICTIONS

The Safe Accountable Flexible Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU)
was signed into law in August 2005. Under SAFETEA-LU, Transportation Enhancement activities
continue to be funded through a 10 percent set-aside from STP funds. All projects must relate to surface
trangportation. Transportation Enhancement (TE) funds may be used for the activities identified in
Qualifying Criterion #1.

The region has allocated approximately $99 million in TE funds for projects since the beginning of the
program in 1991. Through this solicitation, approximately $17 million in TE funds is expected to be
programmed in Federal Fiscal Y ears 2015 and 2016.

The Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) is responsible for the selection of projects that are to be
financed in part with TE funds made available to the seven-county region. To implement this
responsibility, the TAB has devel oped policies to define eigibility and prioritize eligible projects.

GENERAL POLICIES

1. TE funds are avalable to all Minnesota state agencies, the Metropolitan Council, other transit
providers, Indian tribal governments, the seven counties, all cities and towns within the Twin Cities
seven county region, and the ten Regiona Park System Implementation agencies. Other local or
specia governmental agencies and private groups are aso eligible, but must have a public agency
sponsor. The agency sponsor isthe local unit of government of record. The local unit of government
is responsible for making arrangements with the project proposer to ensure all project requirements of
thelocal unit of government are met.

An Agency Agreement is written between Mn/DOT and the local unit of government. The local unit
of government will administer the project using the State Aid for Local Transportation (SALT)
Delegated Contract Process (DCP) for federal aid projects.

2. Generdly, TE funds are available for the activities listed under #1 of the Qualifying Criteria and
incidenta activities associated with them if the incidental work does not congtitute more than 30% of
the project costs. See Qualifying Criterion #1 for a description of what is meant by “incidental
activities’.

3. Generdly, for projects that involve the construction of facilities, the TAB will provide TE funds for
project construction and materials, right of way, and land acquisition. For TE-eligible projectsthat do
not involve construction (e.g., bicycle and pedestrian safety education activities), the TAB will



10.

provide TE funds for program implementation and related activities. TAB will not provide TE funds
for study completion, preliminary engineering, design, construction engineering, or other similar
costs.

A TE construction or reconstruction project must be a permanent improvement having independent
utility. Temporary construction is defined as work that must be essentially replaced in the immediate
future (within five years). Staged construction is considered permanent rather than temporary so long
as future stages build on, rather than replace, previous work. All projects must comply with the
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Reconstruction of a bikeway/walkway facility
iseligible aslong as the facility is beyond its useful life.

TAB will not award more than $1,000,000 in TE funds for a specific project. TAB reserves the right
to partialy fund any project. Thelocal (nonfederal) match in funding for any project must be at least
20% of the total.

Projects will be added to the TIP only as a result of the TAB approva in response to this and
subsequent solicitations.

Projects listed in the region’s draft or adopted TIP are assumed to be fully-funded and to have
independent utility from other projects. TAB will not consider projects already listed in the draft or
adopted TIP, nor the payback of Advanced Construction funds for those projects, for funding through
the solicitation process. Projects submitted that are related to projects listed in the draft or adopted
TIP but that have independent utility from those projects are eligible for consideration.

The Technical Advisory Committee shall prepare an annua report on the implementation of
regionally solicited TE projects for the review and approval of the TAB. This report, the Annual
Implementation Report shall include updated program, system and project information. The TAC
shall include such findings, recommendations and additional information, as it deems appropriate.

TAB will base the fundable amount of a project on the original submittal. The TAB must approve
any change in the scope of an approved project. The TE federa fund participation for each project
will be updated and reported in the Annual Implementation Report as the federal cost cap. The
federa cost cap will be based on an inflation adjustment set by the Transportation Advisory Board
upon inclusion in the Transportation Improvement Program.

If a project is added to the TIP, the entire project is included even though a portion of that work
extends beyond the period for which submittals were regquested provided that a significant portion of
the work is scheduled for letting within the request period.

12.

A TE project will be eliminated from the program if it does not meet its sunset date. The sunset date
for projectsis March 31 of the year following the program year identified in the project proposal or as
otherwise established by the TAB. Meeting the sunset date established for a project shall be governed
by the TAB adopted Criteriafor Meeting Sunset Date requirements, attached as Appendix D.



If the Criteriafor Meeting Sunset Date requirements (as noted above) for a project have been met, but
STP funds are not presently available, that particular project will be placed on awaiting list for funds,
listed in order of date of approval, and the sunset date would not apply.

If a project has met the sunset date requirements, the project contract should be let as soon as possible
since the project will not be included in the next revision of the Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) and, therefore, will not be able to access federal funds.

13. TAB will not fund a Transportation Enhancements project for which the pedestrian, bicycle or
environmental components and benefits have been claimed in arelated STP, CMAQ or BIR project
that was funded in a previous solicitation or is selected for the 2009 Solicitation.



TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENTS PROJECTS-PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Please provide the following genera information about your proposal. Failure to provide this
information will result in the application being disqualified.

Describe the opportunity that the proposed project is taking advantage of or the nature of the problem
that it aimsto address:

Provide a description (no more than one page) of the project.

TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENTSPROJECTS- QUALIFYING CRITERIA

Projects must be coordinated with all affected communities and other levels and units of government. The
applicant must show that the project meets each of the following ten qualifying criteria to qualify for
scoring under the prioritizing criteria. Answer each criterion in a numbered sequence. Failure to
respond to any of the qualifying criteriawill result in a recommendation to disqualify your project.

1. Qualifying Activities. The applicant must show that the proposed project falls under at least one of
the following list of twelve qualifying activities and must state the specific category(ies) the project
qualifiesunder. Thelist of qualifying TE activities provided in 23 U.S.C. 101(a)(35) of SAFETEA-
LU isintended to be exclusive, not illustrative. That is, only those activities listed therein are eligible
as TE activities.

1. Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles.

2. Provision of safety and educationa activities for pedestrians and bicyclists.

3. Acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sitesincluding historic battlefields.

4. Scenic or historic highway programs (including the provision of tourist and welcome center
facilities).

L andscaping and other scenic beautification.

Historic preservation.

Rehabilitation and operation of historic transportation buildings, structures, or facilities (including

historic railroad facilities and canals).

8. Preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including the conversion and use thereof for
pedestrian or bicycletrails).

9. Inventory, control and removal of outdoor advertising.

10. Archaeologica planning and research.

11. Environmental mitigation to address water pollution due to highway runoff or reduce vehicle-
caused wildlife mortality while maintaining habitat connectivity.

12. Establishment of transportation museums.

No o

One or more of these activities must constitute at least 70% of the project cost. Unlisted ancillary
activities such as paving a parking lot, constructing buildings or providing restrooms must constitute
no more than 30% of the total project cost. Applicants whose project is part of alarger transportation
project must provide a construction cost summary demonstrating that at least 70% of the project is
eligible for Transportation Enhancement funds.

Many projects include a number of activities — some which are on this list and others that are not.
Only those project activities that are on the list may be counted as TE activities. For example, arest
area might include a historic site purchased and developed as an interpretive site illustrating local



history. The historic site purchase and development would qualify as a transportation enhancement
activity.

Work that is made possible because a project presents an opportunity to improve and enhance the
environment and or aesthetics in the vicinity of a project may be digible for enhancement funding.
For example, a construction project may present an opportunity to improve the condition of an
adjacent stream bed to improve water qudity, construct a vital link for a community bikeway system
and develop alandscaped green area to enhance the downtown environment.

Activities that are not explicitly on the list may qualify if they are an integral part of a larger
qualifying activity. For example, if the rehabilitation of a historic railroad station required the
construction of new drainage facilities, the entire project could be considered for TE funding.

RESPONSE:

2. The funded activities must be accessible to the general public or targeted to a broad segment of the
general public, and must be ADA compliant.

RESPONSE:
3. Projects must relate to surface transportation.

Project Linkage (from federal guidance)

To comply with Federa guidelinesfor eligibility there are two basic considerations:

e Isthe proposed action one of the listed activitiesin the TE definition in SAFETEA-LU?
e How does the proposed action relate to surface transportation?

The applicant must provide a clear statement describing this linkage.

The definition of TE activities includes the phrase, "transportation enhancement activities means,
with respect to any project or the area to be served by the project, any of the following activities, if
such activity relates to surface transportation:..."

The nature of a proposed TE project's relationship to surface transportation should be discussed in the
project proposa that you submit. For example, where runoff from an existing highway contaminates
an adjacent water resource and a transportation enhancement activity is proposed to mitigate the
pollution caused by the run off a clear highway or transportation relationship exists. Another example
might involve the acquisition of a scenic easement. The acquisition would be in connection with the
preservation of ascenic vistarelated to travel along a specific route.

Where a TE activity is for acquisition for scenic preservation purposes, and proposes to contribute to
the visual experience of the traveler, but is a substantial distance away with respect to a highway or
transportation project, the TE activity must be determined to make a substantial contribution to the
scenic viewshed.

Given the nature of the list of eligible activities, it is not necessary that each TE activity be associated
with a specific surface transportation project to be digible for funding. Examples which illustrate this
include: the rehabilitation of a historic train structure, the provision of abike or pedestrian path, or the
establishment of atransportation museum.

Proximity to a highway or transportation facility alone is not sufficient to establish a relationship to
surface transportation. Additional discussion, beyond proximity, is needed in the TE project proposal
to establish the relationship to transportation. For example, an historic barn that happened to be



adjacent to a particular highway facility would not automatically be considered dligible for TE funds
simply because of its location; visibility to the traveler in a way that substantially enhances the
traveling experience could qualify. Specific documentation of the enhanced experience is required;
conversely, a historic structure, such as the barn in the above example, could not be disqualified from
consideration because it was not adjacent to a particular Federa-aid facility, as long as some other
relationship to surface transportation could be established.

It is not necessary to have a TE activity function as an active transportation facility, either past or
current, to qualify as an eligible TE activity. For example, a scenic or historic site may have a
relationship to transportation but not function as a transportation facility.

Once a relationship to surface transportation is established, TE activities can be implemented in a
number of ways. For example, they can be developed as parts of larger joint development projects, or
as stand-al one projects.

RESPONSE:

The project must be included in, be part of, or address a transportation relate-te-a problem or need er
direction-discussed-identified in one of the following: 1) an approved local or county comprehensive
plan found to be consistent with Metropolitan Council plans, 2) a localy approved capital
improvement program; 3) an officially adopted corridor study (trunk highway studies must be
approved by Mn/DOT and Metropolitan Council); or 4) the official plan or program of the applicant
agency. It also must not conflict with the goals and policies in these adopted regional plans; the 2030
Transportation Policy Plan (2010), the 2030 Regional Framework (2004), and the 2030 Regional
Parks Policy Plan (2010). The applicant must reference the appropriate comprehensive plan, CIP,
approved corridor study document, or other plan or program and provide copies of the applicable

pages.
RESPONSE:

Typically a transportation project involves mitigation, work in addition to immediate construction
activities, that is negotiated with permitting agencies and local governments as a condition of
obtaining permit approval. Activities that are normally part of the mitigation of a transportation
project are not eligible, such as required stormwater mitigation or basic bicycle and pedestrian
accommodation on bridges to be constructed or reconstructed.

NOT ELIGIBLE — Work that is required as a condition of obtaining a permit or concurrence for a
different transportation project is not eligible for enhancement funding. For example, a city may
require a highway expansion project to include streetscape enhancements in order to gain municipal
consent. In that case, streetscape work performed to satisfy the municipal consent requirement is not
eligible for Transportation Enhancement funding. Federal permitting and authorizing agencies may
include the U.S. Forest Service, U. S. Corps of Engineers, and others. State permitting agencies may
include the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency,
and the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office. Regiona agencies may include watershed
districts and metropolitan planning organizations. Local agencies may include counties and cities.

RESPONSE:

The applicant must assure it will operate and maintain the property and facility of the project for the
useful life of the improvement, and not change the use of any right-of-way acquired without prior
approval from the Minnesota Department of Transportation and the Federal Highway Administration.

The FHWA requires that states agree to operate and maintain facilities constructed with federal
transportation funds for the useful life of the improvement, and not change the use of any right-of-
way acquired without prior approval from the FHWA. TAB has determined that this requirement will
be applied to the project applicant. FHWA considers most physical constructions and total



10.

11.

reconstructions to have a useful design life of 10 years or more, depending on the nature of the
project. Bridge constructions and total reconstructions are considered to have useful lives of 50 years.
The useful life of the project will be defined in the inter-agency maintenance agreement that must be
prepared and signed prior to the project letting.

RESPONSE:

Projects must have an estimated total cost of at least $125,000. There are significant federal project
processing requirements that come with federal funds. These requirements trandate into
expenditures of time and money on the parts of both the agency proposing/devel oping the project
and the state agency administering the federal funds for the project. Project applicants can "bundle"
projects together to meet this minimum. (Example: bundled projects could consist of signing and
lighting a number of bike trails in severa counties.) Communities may want to consider using joint
powers agreements for implementing bundled projects.

RESPONSE:

TAB will not award more than $1,000,000 in TE funds to a specific project. Other federal funds
may be combined with TE funds.

RESPONSE:

Projects must have an assured local (nonfederal funds) match of at least 20% of the estimated total
cost of the proposed project. At the time of application, the applicant must assure the local match will
be available when the project is authorized in the requested program year. If the applicant expects
any other agency to provide part of the local match, the applicant must include a letter or resolution
from the other agency agreeing to financialy participate. TAB will not award additional points for
providing a match in excess of 20%.

The local match can be provided in the form of cash up front “hard dollars’ or a “soft match”. A
“soft match” may include donated labor or construction materials if adequate documentation of its
equivalent dollar value and availability can be provided. Donated labor must have expertise and
experience in the type of labor required for the project and valued at rates consistent with rates
ordinarily paid for similar work. Some type of time sheet must support donated labor. Donated
materials, e.g., raillroad ties, asphalt pavement, or wiring necessary to run a street car, must meet all
standards and specifications. Caution in using a “soft match” should be taken to ensure the donated
materials or labor during actual construction does not fall below the 20% non-federal match required
to be able to receive 100% of the federal funds. Applicants wishing to use a soft match should first
contact John Lindemer at Mn/DOT at 651/366-3764 to determine its value and eligibility.

RESPONSE:

Proposed designs for bikeways and for combined bike/pedestrian facilities must meet MN/DOT State
Aid standards. Exceptionsto the State Aid standards may be granted during final design if warranted
based on socia, economic or environmental alternatives, not through this solicitation process.
Failure to meet the standards or justify exemptionswill result in the loss of federal funds.

RESPONSE:

Projects must be coordinated with all affected communities and other levels and units of government.
Coordination is defined as written communication from the applicant to al affected communities
informing them of the project. The applicant must provide a copy of the written communication as
proof of coordination.

RESPONSE:



TE PROJECTS- PRIORITIZING CRITERIA

Instead of the past practice of having general prioritizing criteria to which al projects must respond, the
prioritizing criteria are now split into category and general/integrative criteria, as outlined on the
following pages. Projects will be scored through the category and general/integrative criteria as follows:

a)

b)

Category Criteria. All applications must be submitted in one of three categories. Scenic and
Environmental; Bicycle and Pedestrian; and Historical and Archaeological. Applicants must submit
their project under the proper category as outlined below. However, projects that incorporate more
than one of the digible TE activities will receive priority under the third category criterion,
Relationship Between Categories. |If prospective applicants are uncertain which category most
appropriately includes their project, they should contact Council staff.

The 12 Qualifying Activities (as listed and described in Qualifying Criterion #1 on previous pages)
fall under those 3 categories asfollows:
1. Scenic and Environmental:
» QA #3, Acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites;
» QA #4, Scenic or historic highway programs;
» QA #9, Inventory, control and removal of outdoor advertising; and
» QA #11, Environmental mitigation to address water pollution due to highway runoff or
reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality while maintaining habitat connectivity.
2. Bicycle and Pedestrian Connections:
» QA #1, Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicyclists;
» QA #2, Provision of safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists; and
» QA #8, Preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including the conversion and use
thereof for pedestrian and bicycle trails).
3. Historic and Archaeological:
» QA #6, Historic preservation (with relationship to transportation, see Qualifying Criterion
#2),
» QA #7, Rehabilitation and operation of historic transportation buildings, structures, or
facilities (including historic railroad facilities and canals);
» QA #10, Archaeologica planning and research (with relationship to transportation, see
Qualifying Criterion #2); and
» QA #12, Establishment of transportation museums.
4. Streetscape/Pedestrian Enhancements:
» QA #5, Landscaping and other scenic beautification;
» QA #1, Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicyclists.

Final Ranking. Projects will be ranked against other applications in their category to develop four
ranked lists of TE projects, which will be evaluated al together by a multidisciplinary team of
scorers, who will develop asingle list of recommended projects. The TAB may or may nhot choose to
fund projects submitted from each category.



Transportation Enhancements Criteria (1000 points)

Each qualified project will be scored under five common category criteria within its TE project group:
urgency; impact; relationship between TE categories; and relationship to intermodal/multimodal
transportation; and implementation of the Development Framework. Thiswill dlow projectsto be scored
under these criteria relatively equaly across the different categories while addressing the particular
attributes of the project type. An explanation of each of the four common category criteria and reasons
for their inclusion follows:

1

Urgency/Significance. This criterion measures how critical or time-sensitive the problem is that is
being addressed by a regiondly significant project. Examples might include seizing a timely
opportunity to preserve a scarce or endangered resource or addressing a critical need.

Impact. This criterion quantifies the benefit from the project, without specifically relating it to how
the larger public will benefit (that calculation will be made in part 2. of the general/integrative
criteria).

Relationship between Categories. This criterion is being presented under the assumption that the
region recognizes that there is a value in having projects that provide more than one of the dligible TE
activities. Examples might include the reconstruction of a bicycle/pedestrian trail leading to a historic
transportation structure.

Relationship to Intermodal/Multimodal Transportation System. This criterion measures how the
proposed project clearly and credibly relates to the surface transportation system. Surface
transportation is defined to include all modes of travel with the exception of aviation and military
transportation. Federal TE guidance states that proximity to a transportation facility alone is not
sufficient to establish arelationship.

Development Framework. This criterion measures how the proposed project relates to the goals for
land use development, resource protection and transportation described in the 2030 Regiona
Development Framework and 2030 Transportation Policy Plan.

Maturity of Project Concept. This criterion measures the number of steps aready taken in project
development. These steps are outlined in the checklist in Appendix K.

Scenic and Environmental Group (Qualifying Activities 3, 4, 9, 11)

1. Urgency/Significance (200 points). Discuss if/how the project proposes or addresses each of the
following:
o Takes advantage of a time-sensitive opportunity, e.g., a willing landowner, cost savings,
affiliation with another project, competing devel opment opportunities

RESPONSE:

e Addresses a significant issue/problem/threat/opportunity associated with contaminated land,
erosion, water quality, rare or threatened plant or wildlife species, and/or obstructed or
impaired scenic views

RESPONSE:
2. Impact (300 points). Discuss how the project addresses the applicable questions below (respond
as appropriate to al questions except those specifically targeted at a different qualifying activity):

=  For Qualifying Activity #3: What is the scenic or historic authenticity and integrity of the
property or site, and how will these scenic or historic qualities be preserved or enhanced by
the project?

RESPONSE:



»  For Qualifying Activity #4: What is the scenic or historic authenticity and integrity of the
highway, and how will these scenic or historic qualities be preserved or enhanced by the
project?

RESPONSE:

» For Qualifying Activity #9: How many nonconforming, illegal and other off-premise signs
are targeted for removal under the proposed project?

RESPONSE:

= For Qualifying Activity #11: If addressing water pollution; what pollutants are in the water,
what natural resources do they harm, and how will the proposed project address the source of
these pollutants? If the project concerns wildlife mortality and habitat connectivity; how
would the project maintain, improve, or restore habitat connectivity, reduce vehicle-caused
wildlife mortality, and what kinds of wildlife will benefit?

RESPONSE:

= For All Applicants: Provides more than alocal benefit. Two examples of projectsthat provide
more than a local benefit include mitigation of highway water runoff to a river that runs
through several communities, and acquisition of a scenic easement and lookout area along a
regional (“A” Minor or Principa Arterial) highway.

RESPONSE:

= For All Applicants: Provides an immediate benefit. Projects that are likely to show immediate
results will receive more points over those that are part of alonger-term project.

RESPONSE:

= For All Applicants. Provides benefit to significant numbers of people. Staff will determine
this by using the population density within one mile of the project area. Applicants will need
to supply a map showing the exact location of the project. In the case of water pollution
due to highway runoff, the location would be the impacted area even if the source of the
pollution being addressed is not in the impacted area.

3. Relationship between Categories (100 points). Projects will score higher if they provide
multiple benefits toward the purpose of the Transportation Enhancements program. Applicants should
review the respective category criteria to determine the extent to which the project relates to the other
two Enhancements categories:
= What is the relationship to the Bicycle and Pedestrian group? For example, how does the
scenic/environmental project address bicycle and pedestrian access to the project location?

RESPONSE:

=  What is the relationship to the Historic and Archaeologica group? For example, how does
the scenic/environmental project promote people’ s understanding of transportation in history
or protect archaeological resources?

RESPONSE:

4. Relationship to Intermodal/Multimodal Transportation System (100 points). Discuss how
the project will function as a component and/or enhancement of the transportation system:
e How will the project benefit the experience of users of the transportation system?

RESPONSE:

e How will the project benefit multiple modes of transportation?
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RESPONSE:
5. Development Framework (100 points)

e Istheenvironmenta project integrated with alarger development plan that will benefit from
the improve resource? Describe how it is integrated.

RESPONSE:

6. Maturity of Project Concept (200 points). Projects selected through this solicitation will be
programmed for construction in 2015 or 2016. That isafairly longtime but it takes several years
to compl ete preliminary engineering, environmental studies and acquire right-of-way. Theregion
must manage the federal fundsin each year of the TIP. Projectsthat are not implemented in their
original program year create problems. Proposed projects that have already completed some of
thework isaplus. A scheduleisimportant to know what kind of work might be needed. Large
projects that need right-of-way require more work than others that do not.

Applications involving construction must complete the project implementation schedule found in
Appendix K. A detailed schedule of eventsis expected for al phases of the project. Applications
involving non-construction projects must include a detailed discussion of the timeframes involved
for initiating and compl eting each phase of planned activities. Points under this criterion are
assigned based on how many steps have been taken toward implementation of the project. These
steps reflect afederaly funded project development path.

» Bicycleand Pedestrian Pathway Group (Qualifying Activities 1, 2, and 8)

1. Urgency/Significance (200 points). Discuss how the project proposes or addresses each of the
following:
» Takes advantage of a time-sensitive opportunity, e.g., a willing landowner, cost savings,
affiliation with another project, competing devel opment opportunities

RESPONSE:

» Addresses a significant opportunity, un-met need or problem as relates to the development of
an integrated bicycle or pedestrian transportation network; or providing a safe/enjoyable
bicycle or pedestrian route.

RESPONSE:

2. Impact (300 points). Discuss how the project addresses each element below (respond as

appropriateto A. or B., not both):

A. Bike/Ped Infrastructure (QA #1, and QA #3):

= Fills gaps, overcomes barriers, connects system segments and/or otherwise seizes on a
significant opportunity in pedestrian/bicycle network. The applicant should provide a map
showing the location of the project within the context of an existing and planned bicycle
or pedestrian network. If the project is removing a barrier, the applicant should demonstrate
the magnitude of the barrier (number of lanes, average daily traffic, posted speed, etc.) and
how the proposed project will improve travel across that barrier.

RESPONSE:

» Project provides a high-demand facility or program. Relative levels of demand will be
determined using population density and connections to significant travel attractors.
Metropolitan Council staff will determine population density using 2000 residentia
population within one mile of the project. The applicant should aso list below significant
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destinations that are near the facility or that the facility provides close connections to.
Destinations can be recreation areas such as parks, beaches, rivers, lakes, etc; or commercial
or mixed-use districts, major employment areas or other major cultural destinations.

RESPONSE:

» Addresses safety concerns. The applicant should describe how the project addresses an
identified safety problem.

RESPONSE:

= For Applications for Quaifying Activity #8 only: Who owns the railway corridor property
and will there be an agreement to ensure the preservation and protection of the corridor?

RESPONSE:

B. Bike/Ped Programs (QA #2):
= Significantly improves safety/behavior of bicyclists and pedestrians

RESPONSE:
» |ncreases market share/use of bicycling and walking
RESPONSE:

= Fills gaps in existing programs. Describe the target audience in this program and how they
would benefit from these activities or programs.

RESPONSE:

= Provides more than a local benefit. An example of such a program is a bicycle/pedestrian
safety program conducted in severa school districts.

RESPONSE:

3. Relationship between Categories (100 points). Projects will score higher if they provide
multiple benefits toward the purpose of the Transportation Enhancements program. Applicants should
review the respective category criteria to determine the extent to which the project relates to the other
two categories:
e What isthe relationship to the Scenic and Environmental group? For example, how does the
bike/ped project provide a natural resource enhancement?

RESPONSE:

e What is the relationship to the Historic and Archaeological group? For example, how does
the bike/ped project take advantage of or enhance historic and cultural resources or provide
orientation/interpretation to users?

RESPONSE:

4. Relationship to Intermodal/Multimodal Transportation System (100 points). Discuss how
the project will function as a component and/or enhancement of the transportation system:
= How will the bicycle or pedestrian facility benefit the experience of users of the
transportation system?

RESPONSE:

= How will the project benefit multiple modes of transportation? An example of a project that
would do this would be a bicycle facility that connects to a transit center or a mixed-use
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pedestrian-oriented district, or a pedestrian project that is a component of a transit-oriented
devel opment.

RESPONSE:
» How doesthe facility serve tripsthat could otherwise be made by motor vehicles?
RESPONSE:

5. Development Framework (100 points)

o |f the project is a trail project, does it help to connect to or complete the Metropolitan
Council’s Regiond Trail network? How so? If the project is on part of the Regional Trail
system, it must be identified in a Metropolitan Council-approved master plan.

RESPONSE:

o Briefly describe how the project implements the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan in the 2030
Transportation Policy Plan (2009).

RESPONSE:

6. Maturity of Project Concept (200 points). Projects selected through this solicitation will be
programmed for construction in 2015 or 2016. That isafairly long time but it takes several years
to compl ete preliminary engineering, environmental studies and acquire right-of-way. Theregion
must manage the federal fundsin each year of the TIP. Projectsthat are not implemented in their
original program year create problems. Proposed projects that have already completed some of
thework isaplus. A scheduleisimportant to know what kind of work might be needed. Large
projects that need right-of-way require more work than others that do not.

Applications involving construction must complete the project implementation schedule found in
Appendix K. A detailed schedule of eventsis expected for al phases of the project. Applications
involving non-construction projects must include a detailed discussion of the timeframes involved
for initiating and compl eting each phase of planned activities. Points under this criterion are
assigned based on how many steps have been taken toward implementation of the project. These
steps reflect afederaly funded project development path.

= Historic and Archaeological Group (Qualifying Activities 6, 7, 10. and 12)

1. Urgency/Significance (200 points). Discuss if/how the project proposes or addresses each of the
following:

o Addresses a dignificant  issue/problem/threat/opportunity — associated  with  the
preservation/restoration of an endangered historic or archaeological resource
RESPONSE:

e Takes advantage of a time-sensitive opportunity, e.g., a willing landowner, cost savings,
affiliation with another project, competing development opportunities

RESPONSE:

2. Impact (300 points). Discuss how the project addresses each applicable element below:
e Protects or enhances asite on or eligible for the National Register of Historic Places

RESPONSE:
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o Provides opportunities for users to experience, appreciate, and understand a unique historic or
archaeological resource or site

RESPONSE:

e Fits into the community's educational system, e.g., school curriculum, libraries, youth
programs, archaeology week, etc.

RESPONSE:

e Provides more than a local benefit. Examples of projects that provide more than a local
benefit include rehabilitation of an historic transportation structure in a busy state or regional
park, or a project to establish a transportation museum that will be visited by people from
outside the community whereit islocated.

RESPONSE:

o Provides benefit to significant numbers of people. Metropolitan Council staff will determine
this by using the population and employment density within one mile of the project area
Applicants will need to supply a map showing the exact location of the project.

RESPONSE:

o Provides an immediate benefit. Projects that show immediate results will receive points over
those that are part of alonger-term project.

RESPONSE:

e For Applications for Qualifying Activity #10 only: What is the archaeological integrity of the
ruins, artifacts, structural remains, etc...showing significant historic or prehistoric human life
or activity, and how will they be preserved or protected?

RESPONSE:

Relationship between Categories (100 points). Projects will score higher if they provide

multiple benefits toward the purpose of the Transportation Enhancements program. Applicants

should review the respective category criteriato determine the extent to which the project relates

to the other two categories:

=  What is the relationship to the Scenic and Environmental group? For example, how does the
historic/archaeological project provide a natural resource enhancement?

RESPONSE:

e What is the reationship to the Bicycle and Pedestrian group? For example, how does the
scenic/environmental project address bicycle and pedestrian access to the project location?

RESPONSE:

Relationship to Intermodal/Multimodal Transportation System (100 points). Discuss how
the project will function as a component and/or enhancement of the transportation system:
= How will the project benefit the experience of users of the transportation system?

RESPONSE:

= How will the project be accessible by multiple modes of transportation?
RESPONSE:

=  How will the project benefit multiple modes of transportation?
RESPONSE:
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* |n what way is the project/program associated with surface transportation through past,
present, or future use as a transportation or transportation-related resource?

RESPONSE:

= How does the project facilitate an understanding of the relationship of an historic or
archaeologica resource to the role of surface transportation in significant historic and cultural
events, movements, and contexts

RESPONSE:
5. Development Framework (100 points)

e Does the historic preservation project help to improve the immediate area around the
project? Isit integrated within aredevel opment plan?

RESPONSE:

6. Maturity of Project Concept (200 points). Projects selected through this solicitation will be
programmed for construction in 2015 or 2016. That isafairly long time but it takes several years
to complete preliminary engineering, environmental studies and acquire right-of-way. The region
must manage the federal fundsin each year of the TIP. Projectsthat are not implemented in their
original program year create problems. Proposed projects that have already completed some of
thework isaplus. A scheduleisimportant to know what kind of work might be needed. Large
projects that need right-of-way require more work than others that do not.

Applications involving construction must complete the project implementation schedule found in
Appendix K. A detailed schedule of eventsis expected for al phases of the project. Applications
involving non-construction projects must include a detailed discussion of the timeframes involved
for initiating and compl eting each phase of planned activities. Points under this criterion are
assigned based on how many steps have been taken toward implementation of the project. These
steps reflect afederaly funded project development path.

Streetscape/Pedestrian Enhancements (Qualifying Activities1 & 5)

1. Urgency/Significance (200 points). Discussif/how the project proposes or addresses each of the
following:
= Takes advantage of a time-sensitive opportunity, e.g., a willing landowner, cost savings,
affiliation with another project, competing devel opment opportunities

RESPONSE:

= Addresses a significant opportunity, un-met need or problem as relates to the development of
a pedestrian transportation network or providing a safe and pleasant pedestrian route and
supporting transit riders.

RESPONSE:

2. Impact (300 points). Discuss how the project addresses each element below. Projects will score
higher if it is located on an important transit route and significantly improves the pedestrian
environment.

= Describe the existing conditions for pedestrian safety and circulation aong the project
segment.

RESPONSE:
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= Describe all functional improvements to pedestrian safety and circulation that will be
included as part of this project (such as sdewalks, crosswalks, pedestrian countdown signals,
etc.)

RESPONSE:

» Provides more than a local benefit: What are the number of transit lines and the daily
frequency of transit service along the segment of roadway being improved and on any
roadways connecting to the segment of roadway being improved?

RESPONSE:

= Provides benefit to significant numbers of people: Metropolitan Council staff will determine
this by using the population and employment density within one mile of the project area.

» |s the roadway being improved in a business district? If so, describe the business district
(number of businesses, nature of businesses, etc.).

RESPONSE:

=  What pedestrian amenities will be installed with the project (vegetation, benches, wayfinding,
pedestrian-scale lighting, etc.)?

RESPONSE:

= Describe the design intent for the landscaping improvements being proposed. Provide any
visual examples or plansif they are available.

RESPONSE:

3. Relationship between Categories (100 points). Projects will score higher if they provide
multiple benefits toward the purpose of the Transportation Enhancements program. Applicants should
review the respective category criteria to determine the extent to which the project relates to the other
two categories:
e What is the relationship with the Bicycle/Pedestrian Connections group? Does the project
include amenities or facilities for bicycles? Does it facilitate any hew connections pedestrian
or bicycle connections?

RESPONSE:

e What is the relationship to the Environmental group? For example, how does the project
provide a natural resource enhancement and address environmental mitigation?

RESPONSE:

e What is the relationship to the Historic and Archaeological group? For example, how does
the project take advantage of or enhance historic and cultural resources or provide
orientation/interpretation to users?

RESPONSE:

4. Relationship to Intermodal/Multimodal Transportation System (100 points). Discuss how
the project will function as a component and/or enhancement of the transportation system:

=  How will the project benefit multiple modes of transportation? An example of a project that
would do this would be a project connecting to atransit center or on an important transit route
or aproject that is a component of atransit-oriented development.

RESPONSE:
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5. Development Framework (100 points)

a.  How doesthe project improve the accessibility and ease of use of transit?

RESPONSE:

6. Maturity of Project Concept (200 points). Projects selected through this solicitation will be
programmed for construction in 2015 or 2016. That isafairly longtime but it takes several years
to compl ete preliminary engineering, environmental studies and acquire right-of-way. Theregion
must manage the federal fundsin each year of the TIP. Projectsthat are not implemented in their
original program year create problems. Proposed projects that have already completed some of
thework isaplus. A scheduleisimportant to know what kind of work might be needed. Large
projects that need right-of-way require more work than others that do not.

Applications involving construction must complete the project implementation schedule found in
Appendix K. A detailed schedule of eventsis expected for al phases of the project. Applications
involving non-construction projects must include a detailed discussion of the timeframes involved
for initiating and compl eting each phase of planned activities. Points under this criterion are
assigned based on how many steps have been taken toward implementation of the project. These
steps reflect afederaly funded project development path.

TOTAL: 1000 POINTS
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BRIDGE IMPROVEMENT OR REPLACEMENT FUNDING APPLICATION
FOR FEDERAL AID AND STATE BRIDGE BONDS

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete and return to Kevin Roggenbuck, 390 Robert Street N, St Paul, MN Office Use Only
55101 postmarked or received no later than at 5:00 p.m. (651) 602-
1728.

I. GENERAL INFORMATION

1. APPLICANT

2. JURISDICTIONAL AGENCY

3. MAILING ADDRESS

STATE
CITY ZIP CODE COUNTY

4. CONTACT PERSON TITLE PHONE NO.

IIl. SUMMARY PROJECT INFORMATION */ Proposers need to attach most recent MNnDOT Structure Inventory Report

5. PROJECT NAME, EXISTING BRIDGE #

6. PROJECT DESCRIPTION (For example, please provide Route, Termini, Length, Additional Thru Lane Capacity)

7. INTERMODAL OR OTHER SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS (pedestrian/bicycle, staging, coordination, historic considerations,
etc.)

Ill. PROJECT FUNDING

8. FEDERAL $ > S;ATE BRIDGE BONDS 10. LOCAL $ 11. TOTAL $

12. ESTIMATED $/SQ. FT. BRIDGE COST

13. LOCAL SOURCE 14. PROGRAM YEAR: [ ] 2015 or [ ] 2016
15. SIGNATURE TITLE DATE

* Proposers also need to respond in greater detail to Qualifying and Priority criteria
found on the following pages.




BRIDGE IMPROVEMENT AND REPLACEMENT (BIR) PROGRAM
GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESTRICTIONS

Questions on the BIR Program should be directed to Kevin Roggenbuck at (651)602-1728.

The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users
(SAFETEA LU) was passed in 2009. Title I, Surface Transportation, addresses highway
funding and provides funds on areimbursable basis.

The Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) is soliciting bridge improvement/replacement
projects at this time for implementation in federal fiscal years 2015 and 2016. Proposers
need to be aware of time requirements for projects which are processed through Mn/DOT
State Aid. Please review the Project Implementation Schedule in Appendix A when
determining the proposed letting date.

The Metro District and the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB) are responsible for the
selection of projects that are to be financed in part with federal transportation funds available
to the seven county area. The Metro District and TAB have developed policiesto define
eligibility and prioritize eligible projects.

General Policies

. BIRfunds are available to all state agencies, the Metropolitan Council, other transit
providers, Indian tribal governments, the seven counties, al cities and towns within the Twin
Cities seven county Region, and the 10 Regiona Park System Implementation agencies.
Other state, local or special governmental agencies which have the ability to receive and
administer federal funds should work with these specified governmental units to develop and
submit eligible projects. To facilitate construction financing it is strongly suggested that all
agencies other than Mn/DQOT, counties, and state aid cities pursue sponsorship of their
project by acounty or state aid city.

. Costs required to complete studies, preliminary engineering, design, construction engineering
etc., are not eligible for BIR funding. The costs of right-of-way or demoalition of the existing
bridge are not digible for funding.

. A construction or reconstruction project must be a permanent improvement. Temporary
construction is defined as work, which must be essentially replaced in the immediate future
(5 years). Staged construction is considered permanent rather than temporary so long as
future stages build on, rather than replace, previous work.

. No more than $8,000,000 in federa bridge replacement funds will be originally programmed
for aspecific project. Thelocal match in funding for any project must be at least 20% of the
total (State Bridge Bonding funds are considered local match). The match must bein “hard
dollars’, no “soft match” will be allowed. “Soft match” includes volunteer labor, donated
materials, professional services provided by the proposer, etc. No additional pointswill be
awarded for providing a match in excess of 20%. The TAB may decide to partially fund a
project if demand for these funds warrants.

. A bridge improvement or replacement project, including staged projects, must be structurally
capable of handling all applicable legal load limits.
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10.

11.

12.

BIR project limits are from abutment to abutment.

The fundable amount of a project is based on the original submittal. TAB must approve any
significant change in the scope of an approved project. TAB reservestheright to partially
fund any project. The BIR federal fund participation for each project may be updated by the
TAB in the “Annual Implementation Report on Regionally Solicited and Federally Funded
Transportation Improvement Projects and Programs”.

If aproject isadded to the BIR program, the entire project is included even though a portion
of that work extends beyond the period for which submittals were requested provided that a
significant portion of the work is scheduled for letting within the request period.

Project approvals in the BIR element of the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) are
specifically limited to the federal fund amount identified in the annual implementation report.
The federal fund amount listed for each project may be used to fully fund any identifiable
useable element of the project described or to fund the entire project with flexible
federal/nonfedera participation. The federa fund amount listed in the annual
implementation report is the total, which shall be authorized for al advertisements and
supplemental agreements of the project described. Any federal fund amounts authorized at
PS& E approval in years prior to the current year shall be deducted from the amount
identified in the annua implementation report at the time of approval. Asnoted in Policy 4,
no more than $8,000,000 in BIR funds will be provided for a specific bridge replacement
project.

A BIR project will be eliminated from the program if it does not meet its sunset date. The
sunset date for projectsis March 31 of the year following the program year identified in the
project proposal or as otherwise established by the Transportation Advisory Board. Meeting
the sunset date established for a project shall be governed by the TAB adopted Criteriafor
Meeting Sunset Date requirements. The sunset date policies and criteria are attached.

If the Criteriafor Meeting Sunset Date requirements (as noted above) for a project have been
met, but BIR funds are not presently available, that particular project will be placed on a
waiting list for funds, listed in order of date of approval, and the sunset date would not apply.

Once a project has met its sunset date requirements, the contract should be let as soon as
possible since the project will not be included in the next Transportation |mprovement
Program (TIP) revision and, therefore, will not be able to access federal funds.

All BIR projects will be constructed to Mn/DOT or Minnesota State-Aid Standards as
applicable. Depending on the project, more stringent standards may apply.

BIR project proposals for bridges selected in previous open BIR solicitations, (1994, 1995,
1997, 1999, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2007 and 2009) are not eligible unless the selected project has
been withdrawn or sunset prior to the deadline for proposals in this solicitation. BIR project
proposals for trunk highway bridges which are included in the current TIP or Draft TIP with
an identified federal funding source are not eligible unless the project was selected in a
previous open BIR solicitation and has been withdrawn prior to the deadline for proposalsin
this solicitation.



BIR Project Qualifying Criteria

The applicant must respond to each of the qualifying criteria. If thereisno response
recorded in the application, it will be assumed the project isinconsistent with the qualifying
criteria

. For federal BIR funds the bridge must be 20 feet or longer.

RESPONSE:

. Thebridgeis structurally deficient or functionally obsolete and the most recent sufficiency
rating must be less than 50 for replacement projects. The bridgeis structurally deficient or
functionally obsolete and the most recent sufficiency rating must be 80 or less for
rehabilitation projects.

RESPONSE:

. The project must be deliverable by the end of FY 2016.
RESPONSE:

. The bridge must carry highway traffic. Bridges carrying only rail traffic are not ligible.
RESPONSE:

. The bridge may not be on aroadway functionally classified as alocal road/street or minor
collector in the functional classification system adopted by the TAB as of
and as reported to the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) by Mn/DOT. The brldge
may not be on the Interstate System.

RESPONSE:




BIR Project Prioritizing Criteria Recorded below are data that will be used to assign
points to the bridge proposal. In most cases, the MNnDOT Structure Inventory Report
includes the data needed but this may not be as current or comprehensive as the data
availableto the proposer. Please respond to each criterion by either recording the data from
the inventory, or more recent or comprehensive data. (The attached sheet provides the range
of pointsthat will be allocated for each criterion and for the specific aspects of the projects)

. The proposer must identify the functional classification of the roadway the bridge is located
on as adopted by the TAB as of , and as reported to the FHWA by Mn/DOT.

RESPONSE:

. The proposer must identify the most recent average annual daily traffic (AADT) and heavy
commercia average annual daily traffic (HCAADT) on the existing bridge to score points for
current traffic volume heavy commercial vehicle traffic volume. The proposer may conduct
appropriate counts which must be adjusted to average annual values to provide AADT and
HCAADT. If the bridge is posted, provide the HCAADT prior to posting if it is available.
MnDOT provides web accessto all current AADT and HCAADT.
http://www.dot.state.mn/traffic/data/html./volume program.html  The proposer may aso
contact the following resource people at Mn/DOT to obtain these volumes: Gene Hicks,
Section Director (651) 366-3896; AADT... Megan Forbes (651-366-3883,;

HCAADT...Tom Nelson (651) 366-3868.

RESPONSE:

. The proposer must identify the most recent structural condition ratings and sufficiency rating
of the bridge including any current and historical load postings. The proposer must provide a
map showing the bridge location and the officia detour for posted bridges and the functional
classification of the affected roads.

RESPONSE:

. The proposer must identify in what ways the current bridge is inadequate (if any) with
respect to serving bicycles, pedestrians, and fixed route transit and the provisions (if any) to
serve those modes with the proposed project.

RESPONSE:


http://www.dot.state.mn/traffic/data/html./volume%20program.html�

5. The proposer must provide copies of appropriate adopted Bike and Ped plans that include the
bridge.

RESPONSE:

6. The proposer must complete the attached project development checklist.
RESPONSE:

7. The proposer must provide the in-place bridge typical section, proposed bridge typical
section and show vertical clearances of the existing and proposed bridge, 20 year projected
ADT and design speed to determine if the existing and proposed bridge meets State Aid
Standards.

RESPONSE:



2011 Regional Solicitation
BIR Scoring System

Bridge Importance 0— 375 Points
A. Functional Class of Roadway Served  Principal Arteria 100 points
“A” Minor Arteria 75 points
“B” Minor Arterial 50 points
Collector 25 points
B. AADT of Roadway Served Highest receives 100 points, 0-100 points
Remainder prorated, rounded to
nearest 5
C. Heavy Commercia VehiclesPer Day Highest receives 75 points, 0-75 points
Remainder prorated, rounded to
nearest 5
(If bridge is posted, the
HCAADT prior to posting will
be used to score project)

D. Distanceto Nearest Parallel Crossing 3 Miles or more 100 points
of Barrier by Road with Equal or 2—-2.9Miles 75 points
Greater Functional Class 1-1.9Miles 50 points

5-.9Miles 25 points
Under %2 Mile zero points
Structure 0- 500 Points
A. Deck Condition 0,1,20r3 100 points
4 75 points
5 50 points
6 or more Zero points
B. Superstructure 0,1,20r3 100 points
4 75 points
5 50 points
6 or more Zero points
C. Substructure Condition 0,1,20r3 100 points
4 75 points
5 50 points
6 or more Zero points
D. Current Posting (Single) Posted 100 points
Legal zero points



2011 Regional Solicitation
BIR Scoring System

Structure (continued)
E. Operating Capacity

Other Modes

A. Buses per Day

(Metro Council staff will provide

bus numbers)

B. Provisionsfor Bikes

C. Provision for Peds

Deliverability

Design Adequacy

A. Bridge Width

B. Capacity Constraint

C. Vertica Clearance

Total points that could be allocated to
an eligible bridge project

HS10 or Less
HS11 -HS20
HS21 — HS25
HS26 or More

0—175 Points

Highest receives 75 points,
Remainder Prorated, Rounded to
Nearest 5

(If bridge is posted, the number of
buses using the bridge prior to
posting will be used, if available)

No existing provisions
Bridge on planned bike system

No existing provision
Bridge on planned Ped system

0—100 Paints

Points are awarded based on how
many steps have been taken
toward project implementation.

0—120 points

Points are awarded assuming the
design deficiencies will be
corrected with the proposed
bridge. Please noteif thisis
incorrect for any of the following.

Existing bridge width does not
meet state aid standards

Driving surface width
discontinuity

Existing vertical clearance does
not meet state aid standards.
Height over: roads- 16 ft. 4 inch,
railroads — 23 ft., trails— 10 ft.

1270 points

100 points
75 points
50 points

zero points

0-75 points

25 points
25 points

25 points
25 points

o

-100 points

0-40 points

0-40 points

0-40 points
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Criteriafor meeting Sunset Date requirement for all TAB-selected projects:

Construction Projectsthrough the FHWA Process

Environmental document approved

Right of way certificate approved or condemnation proceedings have been formally initiated
District State Aid Engineer approval of plans

Engineer’s estimate

Specia provision information

Utility relocation certificate

Permit applications submitted

Letting date can be set within 90 days

Construction Projectsthrough the FTA Process

Environmental document completed; reviewed by Metro State Aid for completeness
Satisfactory review by Metro State Aid that project plans are complete and reflect the
project that was sel ected

L etting date can be set within 90 days

FTA notification that grant approva imminent

e o o o ¢

Right of Way Only Projects through FHWA Process
e Environmental document approved
e OIM/SALT authorization to proceed

Right of Way Only Projectsthrough FTA Process

e Environmenta document completed; reviewed by Metro State Aid for completeness

e Appraisasover $250,000 approved by FTA; under $250,000 reviewed by MnDOT Metro
State Aid/Right of Way Section

e FTA notifiesthat grant approval isimminent

e OIM transfers funds

o Offers made/condemnation initiated if offers refused

Program Project

Grant application submitted to FTA; includes workplan

Notification from FTA that grant approva isimminent

Work will begin within 90 days after grant approval

Agreement executed between MnNDOT and proposer once funds are transferred
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	Draft 2011 Regional Solicitation Schedule
	Draft 2011 Regional Solicitation Schedule

	Federal STP Funding
	BRIDGE/CULVERT PROJECTS
	GENERAL POLICIES – FOR ALL STP CATEGORIES
	TOTAL: 1,250 POINTS
	TOTAL: 1,200 POINTS

	“A” MINOR ARTERIAL - CONNECTOR - QUALIFYING CRITERIA
	TOTAL: 1,200 POINTS
	“A” Minor Arterial - Augmenter Purpose/Vision

	TOTAL: 1,200 POINTS

	NON-FREEWAY PRINCIPAL ARTERIAL - QUALIFYING CRITERIA
	TOTAL: 1,200 POINTS

	BIKEWAYS and WALKWAYS - QUALIFYING CRITERIA
	BIKEWAYS and WALKWAYS - PRIORITIZING CRITERIA

	F. Development  Framework Implementation                                      200 Points
	TOTAL: 1,200 POINTS

	Federal CMAQ Funding
	BRIDGE/CULVERT PROJECTS
	CMAQ/STP TRANSIT EXPANSION - PRIORITIZING CRITERIA

	Regional Transit Priorities 375 points
	Location Suitability & Market Area Demand 0-200 points
	Integration with existing transit, pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure 0-175 points
	Service Efficiency & Productivity 250 points
	Service Efficiency 0-150 points
	Productivity 0-100 points
	Park & Ride – structured   50
	Example 1: Operating and Capital Project
	Total Project  $2,750,000 n/a  $416,667
	Example 2: Park and Ride Capital Project with two components of different useful life values
	Total Project  $6,000,000 n/a   $110,000
	Congestion Mitigation 200 points
	Addressing Congested Roadways 0-50 points
	The applicant must demonstrate that the project will benefit congested roadways.  More points will be awarded for reducing congestion on a congested segment(s) identified in the 2008 Congestion Report (http://www.dot.state.mn.us/trafficeng/otepubl/Con...
	RESPONSE:      
	Reduction in SOV trips and/or VMT 0-50 points
	Hourly Person Throughput Improvement 0-100 points
	Emissions Reduction 475  points
	Reduction of Vehicle Emissions 0-175 points
	Measure of Project Effectiveness 0-300 points
	Project Readiness 100 points
	Development Framework Implementation 200 points
	Development Framework Planning Area Objectives
	TOTAL: 1,600 POINTS

	Congestion Mitigation 300 points
	The applicant must demonstrate that the project will benefit congested roadways, and reduce the duration of the existing congestion.  More points will be awarded for reducing congestion on the most congested segment identified in the 2008 Congestion R...
	RESPONSE:      
	Reduction in SOV trips and/or VMT 0-50 points
	Hourly Person Throughput Improvement 0-100 points
	Emissions Reduction 400 points
	Reduction of Vehicle Emissions 0-200 points
	Measure of Project Effectiveness 0-200 points
	Integration and Coordination 250 points
	IV.  Development Framework Implementation
	TOTAL: 1100 POINTS


	Federal Transportation Enhancement
	BRIDGE/CULVERT PROJECTS
	Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles.
	Provision of safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists.
	Acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites including historic battlefields.
	Scenic or historic highway programs (including the provision of tourist and welcome center facilities).
	Landscaping and other scenic beautification.
	Historic preservation.
	Rehabilitation and operation of historic transportation buildings, structures, or facilities (including historic railroad facilities and canals).
	Preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including the conversion and use thereof for pedestrian or bicycle trails).
	Inventory, control and removal of outdoor advertising.
	Archaeological planning and research.
	Environmental mitigation to address water pollution due to highway runoff or reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality while maintaining habitat connectivity.
	Establishment of transportation museums.
	Is the proposed action one of the listed activities in the TE definition in SAFETEA-LU?
	How does the proposed action relate to surface transportation?
	The applicant must provide a clear statement describing this linkage.

	Bridge Improvement
	GENERAL INFORMATION AND RESTRICTIONS
	General Policies
	BIR Project Qualifying Criteria
	BIR Project Prioritizing Criteria  Recorded below are data that will be used to assign points to the bridge proposal.  In most cases, the MnDOT Structure Inventory Report includes the data needed but this may not be as current or comprehensive as the ...
	Adopted 10-20-04

	Construction Projects through the FTA Process
	Right of Way Only Projects through FHWA Process
	Right of Way Only Projects through FTA Process
	Program Project



