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Intro to FE
First, I generally support the good presentations you’ve already heard about how evolving demographic and market trends necessitate the need to focus investment and planning to support denser development along transit lines. We need the Council to be a better leader to help improve the quality of life and economic competitiveness of the region. With this presentation, I will try to build on what you’ve already heard with some info and recommendations.


Key Recommendation 1:
Meaningfully Consider Energy
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The 2030 Framework does not once discuss energy. No mention of gas or oil or electricity. Yet energy is essential to all of the work of the Council, is essential to our economy, and is a big cost for families and businesses.


2011 gas prices highest since 1918
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And with rising gas prices the connection between transportation, land use, and energy is more apparent than ever. I probably don’t need to tell you that last year marked a peak for gas prices. Even adjusted for inflation it was the highest average price since 1918. 

78 percent of Americans call the amount of money they've spent on gasoline over the past three years a “burden” – with nearly half calling it a “serious burden.”

This is because most Americans feel they have few options other than driving for the vast majority of their trips. We saw it in 2008 when significant numbers of families felt they had to choose between their car and their house. The foreclosure crisis is partly due to the surge in gas prices and overly burdensome transportation costs.

And it’s not just families—it’s our regional economy. Minnesota has no oil, so nearly all of the money we spend on oil for transportation goes straight out of our economy. In 2011, that was more than $12 billion or more than $2,000 per person.

And everything seems to suggest that 2012 prices will be even higher. 



Uncertain future for gas prices, but

volatility and increases likely
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The challenge moving forward is that no one can predict the future price of oil. We just know that it is generally going up and quite erratic. I suggest that you model a variety of gas prices and consider high gas prices like $6 or $7 a gallon. And I suggest that high oil prices are another reason why the Framework should do what it can to help support increased transportation options and high-density development along transitways. Our region cannot thrive and our quality of life cannot increase if we do not reduce our dependence on oil.


And energy isn’t just oll

e Minnesota's Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Reduction Goals
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e Local air pollution and threat of
nonattainment

e Energy efficiency in housing

e Electric vehicles
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But energy isn’t just oil of course. I encourage the Council to consider how they can play their part in meeting the state’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction goals, adopted in 2007 with strong bi-partisan support and signed by then Governor Pawlenty. The subsequent work of the Minnesota Climate Change Advisory Group and also the Council’s Planning Resources report offer ways to grow our economy while reducing pollution.

We know that we are already feeling the effects of climate change. While weather doesn’t equal climate, we have set 8 new record highs in the last two weeks. On the more climatic level, 2011 marked the 35th year in a row of above average worldwide temperatures. That makes me one of the 50 percent of Americans who have never seen a below-average temperature year. 

For the Council’s work, I suggest focusing thought--as Mn/DOT did in its recent Go Transportation Vision—on the impact that increased number of droughts and floods will have on the Council infrastructure investments and goals.

I also think there is more opportunity for the Council to help mitigate against the health impacts of local air pollution and the potential threat of nonattainment. And also opportunity around supporting energy efficiency in affordable and TOD housing and around infrastructure and support for electric vehicles.


Key Recommendation 2:

Tie Metrics to Decision
Making

Regional Benchmarks — $



People are driving less
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Let’s take vehicle miles travelled. The Met Council has a current benchmark goal that VMT per capita stays flat—people drive the same. In the early 2000s—after decades of people driving more 
Per person, driving is down more than a mile per day since peak in 2001-2004. That’s about a 4 percent drop. That translates to a difference of 1 billion VMT total for the region. And a savings of more than $100 million in gas costs alone.


Additional recommendations

 Make policy-based growth allocations
* Focus investment in key growth areas
 Break down barriers between the Systems

* Implement a meaningful regional Complete
Streets policy

* Provide more info on long-term
Infrastructure cost burden

* Lots of public engagement is essential to
build support for iImplementation
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